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	THE BIBLE TRANSLATION USED IN THIS BOOK

	The Bible used throughout this book is the World English Bible, known as the WEB. It is a modern, easy-to-read translation of the whole Bible in plain English, free from old-fashioned language like "thee" and "thou," making it ideal for anyone coming to the Bible for the first time or looking for a fresh reading experience. It is also a translation that is freely available to everyone, with no copyright restrictions, which enables the Word of God to be placed in as many hands as possible, without barriers. One of the most important things the WEB translation does is restore something that most modern Bibles have quietly removed, the personal name of God.

	Throughout the Old Testament, God's name appears in the original Hebrew text over 6,800 times. That name is Yahweh. It is not a title like "God" or "Lord,"  it is His actual name, the name which He gave to Moses at the burning bush when He said, "I am who I am" (Exodus 3:14). It is a name that speaks of His eternal existence, His self-sufficiency and His unbreakable faithfulness to everything He has ever promised. There is no other name like it in all of human language.

	Centuries ago, scholars and religious leaders made a decision to replace that name with the word LORD, printed in capital letters, whenever it appeared in the text. It was a well-intentioned choice, rooted in an ancient Jewish tradition of not speaking the divine name aloud out of reverence, but the result, passed down through generation after generation of Bible translations, is that millions of Bible readers across the world have never once seen God's personal name in their Bible. They have read LORD in every place where God Himself wrote Yahweh.

	The World English Bible restores that name. When you read Yahweh in these pages, you are reading what was always there, the name of the God who made the heavens and the earth, who called Abraham, who delivered Israel from Egypt, who spoke through the prophets and who, in the pages of this very book, sent His own Son into the world to rescue everything that was lost.

	It is a small change that makes an enormous difference. You are not reading about a distant, nameless deity. You are reading about a Person: a God who is alive, who is present and who has been pursuing humanity from the very first page of Scripture to the last. 

	His name is Yahweh.



	




	THE CHRISTIAN BIBLE & ITS INFLUENCE

	 

	
		The Bible is on another level compared to all other history books or sacred writings, packed with surprising details. It sees up to 100 million copies sold or donated annually, making it the world's best-read book, yet paradoxically, it is also the most frequently shoplifted book in the world. 

		The absolute proof of Divine authorship is foretelling the future that has come true. It has the most Prophecy of any Sacred Text; around 27 percent of the Bible is predictive prophecy. No other religious book contains prophecy to this extent, and most Bible predictions have been fulfilled in literal fashion, others are yet to come.

		It was compiled over 1,500 years by more than 40 individual authors: kings, fishermen, doctors, military leaders, and tax collectors. It was written across three continents; Asia, Europe, and Africa, and in three languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek, making it uniquely global in its origins among sacred texts. 

		The Bible was also the first book ever printed using movable type, when Johann Gutenberg completed his famous printing around 1455, and has been completely translated into 531 languages, with partial translations into at least 2,883 more, far exceeding any other sacred text in linguistic reach.

		Its historical credentials are unquestionable: there are at least 5,300 Greek, 10,000 Latin, and 9,000 miscellaneous copies of the New Testament still in existence, vastly more than other ancient works like Aristotle's Poetics, which only has five surviving manuscripts. 

		The Bible is a compilation of 66 books containing: history, poetry, prophecy, law, romance, biography, philosophy, war and peace, personal stories, success and failure, and love letter, the only book ever written that speaks to every dimension of the human soul.

		Unlike other religious texts that require good works or rule-following to please God, the Bible uniquely teaches that salvation is a free gift requiring no human effort. The Bible is the only religious text in which God sacrifices Himself for the whole human race, a concept with no parallel in any other sacred writing. 



	 

	 

	
		Unlike many ancient religious writings, the Bible explicitly forbids magic, divination, and consulting the dead, practices that are common or accepted in other ancient religious traditions. 

		The Bible is the only religious text in which God loves everyone equally regardless of whether they love Him back. In most other religions, particularly Eastern ones, deities are figures to be feared or appeased, not a source of unconditional love.

		It shaped the English Language itself: the King James Bible profoundly shaped the culture of the entire English-speaking world, and contributed to the formation of Western law, art, texts, and education, with an influence spanning virtually every area of civil life; from personal hygiene and ethics to politics, war, economics, and social justice. 

		From helping the poor, widows, and orphans to the abolition of slavery and the development of art and music, the Bible has been the instrumental document behind many of civilization's greatest moral advances. The real origin of the idea of human rights goes back to the biblical truth that all people are created in the image of God, a concept that underpins modern notions of dignity, freedom and equality. 

		Up to the end of the eighteenth century, most scientists held that divine revelation could tell them what had happened in the beginning, and Christian scientists, explorers, philosophers, artists, inventors and writers dominated their fields. The Biblical creation story stands against the secular ‘random chance process’ of evolution theory that is not even science, but a belief system against the Creator God.

		Evangelical Christians drove a remarkable range of social advances including prison reform, care of the mentally ill, factory reform, and rescuing women and children from exploitation, creating a tradition of philanthropy unmatched by any other civilization in history. 

		The Bible is His-Story, it is God’s dealing with mankind, one person at a time, including you and me. Are we following Him or are we against Him, that is the Bible’s message to us, we must decide our fate. 



	 

	View the attachments at the end of this book to explore further.


HOW TO READ THE BIBLE

	
		The Bible tells you who the Creator is — He was there at the beginning and confirms that this is His world throughout the whole Bible, Genesis to Revelation. We are part of His sovereign plan for mankind, so best to be on His side.

		Start with the Gospels and Acts before you come here — This volume picks up after the church has already been formed. If you have not yet read Luke's account of Jesus' life or the book of Acts, start there first. Luke gives you the most complete account of Jesus' life, birth to resurrection, written by a careful historian who interviewed eyewitnesses. Acts shows how that story becomes the story of the early church — ordinary, frightened, uneducated people set the ancient world on fire. The letters in this volume were written to the very churches Acts describes, facing the very problems that come with growing beyond the founding generation.

		Take a quick read-through first — Before studying, simply read through these letters without stopping to analyse every detail. Get the sweep of each one first. Understanding deepens on the second and third read.

		Then follow where the Lord leads — Don't feel pressure to follow a rigid plan. Pray, ask God to guide your reading, and follow the threads that stir your heart. He has a way of leading each person to exactly what they need next, but do keep reading.

		The Bible is one story — It's not 66 disconnected books. It's one unfolding story of God pursuing humanity from creation to redemption. God wants a people in Heaven who have chosen to be with Him.

		The Old Testament sets the stage — It shows humanity's need for a Saviour through law, failure and prophecy. Everything points forward to Jesus. The New Testament is the fulfilment — Jesus didn't come to destroy the Law of the Old Testament but to complete it. 

		It was always about the heart — Even in the Old Testament, God never wanted rule-followers. He told Israel in Deuteronomy 6:5 to love Him with all their heart. David, a murderer and adulterer, was called "a man after God's own heart" because of his genuine repentance and love for God, not his perfect behaviour.

		Jesus confirmed it — When asked the greatest commandment, Jesus didn't list rules. He said love God with all your heart, and love your neighbour as yourself. Everything else, He said, hangs on these two things.

		Christianity is a relationship, not a religion — Rules, rituals and religion are what man builds. The Bible describes a God who tears the temple curtain in two to get closer to people, not further away.

		Character flows from belief, not the other way round — Patience, kindness, longsuffering, gentleness, and love are not the entry requirements to being a Christian. They are the fruit that grows naturally when someone genuinely knows God. You don't become kind to become a Christian, you become a Christian and kindness flows out of your new life.

		Don't read these letters as a rulebook — The people who crucified Jesus were the most dedicated rule-keepers of their day. The letters in this volume are not a new law code. They are pastoral instruction from men who knew Christ, written to help His people live out what He had already done in them.

		These letters show what a maturing church looks like — Acts shows ordinary people filled with the Holy Spirit setting the ancient world on fire, how that same church learns to stand on sound doctrine, qualified leadership and the sufficiency of God's Word once the apostles and the founding signs have done their work.

		Read it to know God, not to win arguments — These letters weren't written to make you theologically superior. They were written so that God’s people, the church, might know the God who made it, loves it, and gave everything for it. It is described as a Bride waiting to be taken home.

		Context is everything — Always ask: Who is speaking? To whom? In what time and culture? A letter written to a first century church in Corinth or Ephesus needs context before being applied to your life today. A text without a context is a pretext — a false or fabricated result.

		Let it read you — The Bible is unique in that it doesn't just give information, it has a way of speaking directly into where you are. Come to it honestly and it will meet you there.



	The whole Bible whispers one name – From the first promise in Genesis 3:15 to the last page of Revelation, every story, every law, every prophecy, every sacrifice, every act of rescue points to one person: Jesus. Luke sets out to give you an orderly account of His life. Acts shows that account still unfolding in the world. He is not just the subject of the New Testament, He is the heartbeat of the entire Bible.


 

	ROMANS

	 

	 

	If you had to pick one biblical letter that lays out the entire Christian faith from the ground up. this is it.

	Romans was written by the Apostle Paul, one of the most remarkable figures in the entire New Testament. He was a former Pharisee, a man who once hunted and imprisoned Christians, then  was stopped dead in his tracks by a personal encounter with the risen Jesus on the road to Damascus. After that event, everything changed. Paul became the most relentless missionary the early church ever produced, planting churches across the Roman Empire and writing letters that would shape Christian theology for two thousand years.

	Romans was written around AD 57, near the end of Paul's third missionary journey, most likely from the city of Corinth. He was writing to a church in Rome he had never personally visited, a congregation made up of both Jewish and Gentile believers navigating some serious tensions about who exactly belongs in God's family and on what terms.

	Paul's answer is the most comprehensive explanation of the gospel ever put to paper. He starts with the bad news, every human being, Jew and Gentile alike, stands guilty before a holy God. Then he delivers the good news, justification by faith. Not by keeping the law. Not by religious performance. By faith alone, in Christ alone. That is the engine that drives the entire letter.

	From there Paul unpacks what that means for how we live: freed from sin, walking in the Spirit, embracing God's sovereign purposes, and loving one another as a community that reflects the mercy they have received.

	Romans doesn't ease you in gently. It hits you with the full weight of the gospel on page one and doesn't let up.

	 


1:1 Greeting and Introduction

	Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the Good News of God, which he promised before through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning his Son, who was born of the offspring of David according to the flesh, who was declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we received grace and apostleship for obedience of faith among all the nations for his name's sake; among whom you are also called to belong to Jesus Christ; to all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

	 

	1:8 Paul's Prayer and Desire to Visit Rome

	First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, that your faith is proclaimed throughout the whole world. For God is my witness, whom I serve in my spirit in the Good News of his Son, how unceasingly I make mention of you always in my prayers, requesting, if by any means now at last I may be prospered by the will of God to come to you. For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, to the end that you may be established; that is, that I with you may be encouraged in you, each of us by the other's faith, both yours and mine.

	 

	1:13   Now I don't desire to have you unaware, brothers, that I often planned to come to you (and was hindered so far), that I might have some fruit among you also, even as among the rest of the Gentiles. I am debtor both to Greeks and to foreigners, both to the wise and to the foolish. So as much as is in me, I am eager to preach the Good News to you also who are in Rome.

	 

	1:16   For I am not ashamed of the Good News of Christ, because it is the power of God for salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first, and also for the Greek. For in it is revealed God's righteousness from faith to faith. As it is written, "But the righteous shall live by faith."

	 

	1:18 The World Without God

	For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known of God is revealed in them, for God revealed it to them. For the invisible things of him since the creation of the world are clearly seen, being perceived through the things that are made, even his everlasting power and divinity, that they may be without excuse. Because knowing God, they didn't glorify him as God, and didn't give thanks, but became vain in their reasoning, and their senseless heart was darkened.
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	Snippet of Truth        The Educated Fool

	There is a particular kind of foolishness that only highly educated people are capable of. It takes years of study, a string of qualifications and a great deal of intellectual confidence to look at a universe of staggering complexity and conclude it had no designer. To examine the human eye, a DNA strand, the precise gravitational constants that hold everything together, and to then decide that the best explanation is an unguided accident stretching across billions of years. This is not a conclusion forced on you by the evidence, it is a conclusion you already had made and are how working very hard to prove and justify  in your mind.

	Paul is not talking about unintelligent people here. He is talking about people who are, by every human measure, brilliant. The philosophers, the scholars, the deep thinkers of his day, men who had devoted their lives to understanding the nature of reality. And yet, for all their sophistication, they had talked themselves out of the most obvious truth in front of them. God is there. The creation testifies to this at full volume but, in their unbelief, they had constructed elaborate intellectual frameworks specifically designed to avoid that conclusion.

	The irony Paul is pointing to is this; the smarter you think you are, the easier it becomes to rationalise your way past the obvious. Intelligence without humility doesn't lead you toward truth, instead it gives you better tools to run from it. The fool in Scripture is never simply someone with a low IQ. The fool is someone who has decided, at whatever level of education, that they can navigate life and eternity without God. That belief does not change with more education, it just expresses itself with smarter deceiving words.

	[image: Image]

	 

	 

	1:22   Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and traded the glory of the incorruptible God for the likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of birds, four-footed animals, and creeping things. Therefore God also gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to uncleanness, that their bodies should be dishonoured among themselves; who exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

	 

	1:26   For this reason, God gave them up to vile passions. For their women changed the natural function into that which is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural function of the woman, burned in their lust toward one another, men doing what is inappropriate with men, and receiving in themselves the due penalty of their error. 

	 

	1:28   Even as they refused to have God in their knowledge, God gave them up to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not fitting; being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, malice; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil habits, secret slanderers, backbiters, hateful to God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, unforgiving, unmerciful; who, knowing the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but also approve of those who practice them.

	 

	2:1 God's Righteous Judgment

	Therefore you are without excuse, O man, whoever you are who judge. For in that which you judge another, you condemn yourself. For you who judge practice the same things. We know that the judgment of God is according to truth against those who practice such things. Do you think this, O man who judges those who practice such things, and do the same, that you will escape the judgment of God? Or do you despise the riches of his goodness, forbearance, and patience, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? 

	 

	2:5   But according to your hardness and unrepentant heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath, revelation, and of the righteous judgment of God, who "will pay back to everyone according to their works:" to those who by perseverance in well-doing seek for glory, honour, and incorruptibility, eternal life; but to those who are self-seeking and don't obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, will be wrath, indignation, oppression, and anguish on every soul of man who does evil, to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
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	Snippet of Truth                   No Escape

	Nobody likes being judged. It is probably the defining sensitivity of the current generation. Don't judge me. Who are you to judge? Live your truth. The whole cultural atmosphere pushes hard against the idea that anyone has the right to tell someone else what they are doing is wrong. We protest, then quietly, in the same breath, judge others anyway.

	We judge constantly. We scroll through social media firing off opinions about politicians, celebrities, strangers, people we have never met. We have strong views about fairness, about how other people should behave, about what kind of world we deserve to live in. The same generation that rejects absolute moral standards is also the most outraged generation in living memory when those standards are violated against them. Paul is not making a complicated point here. He is making an obvious one. The moment you judge someone else you have admitted that standards exist. And the moment you admit that standards exist you have put yourself under them.

	This is where it gets uncomfortable, because the standard Paul is building toward is not society's standard, which shifts with every news cycle. It is God's standard, which does not shift …. ever. His standard is applied with perfect consistency to every person who has ever lived, including the one doing the judging.

	You do not get a pass because you are young nor do you get a pass because the culture told you that your feelings define your truth. You do not get a pass because you know the right words and grew up in the right church. God is not impressed by any of that. He sees clearly, judges fairly and plays favourites with no-one.
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	2:10   But glory, Honour, and peace go to every man who does good, to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For there is no partiality with God. For as many as have sinned without the law will also perish without the law. As many as have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. 

	 

	2:13   For it isn't the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law will be justified (for when Gentiles who don't have the law do by nature the things of the law, these, not having the law, are a law to themselves, in that they show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience testifying with them, and their thoughts among themselves accusing or else excusing them) in the day when God will judge the secrets of men, according to my Good News, by Jesus Christ.

	 

	2:17 The Jew and the Law

	Indeed you bear the name of a Jew, rest on the law, glory in God, know his will, and approve the things that are excellent, being instructed out of the law, and are confident that you yourself are a guide of the blind, a light to those who are in darkness, a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of babies, having in the law the form of knowledge and of the truth. You therefore who teach another, don't you teach yourself? You who preach that a man shouldn't steal, do you steal? 

	 

	2:22   You who say a man shouldn't commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? You who glory in the law, do you dishonour God by disobeying the law? For "the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you," just as it is written. For circumcision indeed profits, if you are a doer of the law, but if you are a transgressor of the law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision. 

	 

	2:26   If therefore the uncircumcised keep the ordinances of the law, won't his uncircumcision be accounted as circumcision? Won't those who are physically uncircumcised, but fulfill the law, judge you, who with the letter and circumcision are a transgressor of the law? For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, neither is that circumcision which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men, but from God.

	 

	3:1 The Advantage of Being Jewish

	Then what advantage does the Jew have? Or what is the profit of circumcision? Much in every way! Because first of all, they were entrusted with the revelations of God. For what if some were without faith? Will their lack of faith nullify the faithfulness of God? May it never be! Yes, let God be found true, but every man a liar. As it is written, "that you might be justified in your words, and might prevail when you come into judgment."
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	Snippet of Truth        Born In Doesn't Mean In

	There is a version of Christianity that is entirely inherited. You were born into a Christian family, baptised as a baby, confirmed as a teenager and have attended church for as long as you can remember. You know the songs, the language, the calendar, the rituals and the culture. Christianity is your background, your tradition, your very identity. Paul would say, none of that saves you.

	The Jewish believer of his day had every reason to feel secure. They had the law, the covenants, the promises and the heritage of Abraham. They were God's chosen people, so surely that counted for something? Yes, it counted for a great deal but it did not count as a substitute for a changed heart.

	God has never been interested in a religious pedigree. What he has always been looking for is people who genuinely turn toward Him, not because of the family they were born into or the church they grew up in, but because something real happened on the inside, in their heart. You can inherit a tradition, you cannot inherit a relationship with God. That part no-one else can do for you.
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	3:5   But if our unrighteousness commends the righteousness of God, what will we say? Is God unrighteous who inflicts wrath? I speak like men do. May it never be! For then how will God judge the world? For if the truth of God through my lie abounded to his glory, why am I also still judged as a sinner? Why not (as we are slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say), "Let's do evil, that good may come?" Those who say so are justly condemned.

	 

	3:9   What then? Are we better than they? No, in no way. For we previously warned both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin. As it is written, "There is no one righteous; no, not one. There is no one who understands. There is no one who seeks after God. They have all turned away. They have together become unprofitable. There is no one who does good, no, not so much as one." 

	 

	3:13   "Their throat is an open tomb. With their tongues they have used deceit." "The poison of vipers is under their lips." "Their mouth is full of cursing and bitterness." "Their feet are swift to shed blood. Destruction and misery are in their ways. The way of peace, they haven't known." "There is no fear of God before their eyes."

	 

	3:19   Now we know that whatever things the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be closed, and all the world may be brought under the judgment of God. Because by the works of the law, no flesh will be justified in his sight; for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

	 

	3:21 Righteousness Through Faith

	But now apart from the law, a righteousness of God has been revealed, being testified by the law and the prophets; even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ to all and on all those who believe. For there is no distinction, for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God; being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God sent to be an atoning sacrifice through faith in his blood, for a demonstration of his righteousness through the passing over of prior sins, in God's forbearance; to demonstrate his righteousness at this present time, that he might himself be just and the justifier of him who has faith in Jesus.

	 

	3:27   Where then is the boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? No, but by a law of faith. We maintain therefore that a man is justified by faith apart from the works of the law. Or is God the God of Jews only? Isn't he the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since indeed there is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. Do we then nullify the law through faith? May it never be! No, we establish the law.

	 

	4:1 Abraham Justified by Faith

	What then will we say that Abraham, our forefather, has found according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not toward God. For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." Now to him who works, the reward is not counted as grace, but as something owed. 

	 

	4:5   But to him who doesn't work, but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness. Even as David also pronounces blessing on the man to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: "Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man whom the Lord will by no means charge with sin."

	 

	4:9   Is this blessing then pronounced only on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? For we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness. How then was it counted? When he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. 

	 

	4:11   He received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had while he was in uncircumcision, that he might be the father of all those who believe, though they might be in uncircumcision, that righteousness might also be accounted to them. He is the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had in uncircumcision.

	 

	4:13   For the promise to Abraham and to his offspring that he would be heir of the world wasn't through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void, and the promise is made of no effect. For the law produces wrath; for where there is no law, neither is there disobedience.

	 

	4:16   For this cause it is of faith, that it may be according to grace, to the end that the promise may be sure to all the offspring, not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all. As it is written, "I have made you a father of many nations." This is in the presence of him whom he believed: God, who gives life to the dead, and calls the things that are not, as though they were. 

	 

	4:18   Against hope, Abraham in hope believed, to the end that he might become a father of many nations, according to that which had been spoken, "So will your offspring be." Without being weakened in faith, he didn't consider his own body, already having been worn out, (he being about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah's womb. Yet, looking to the promise of God, he didn't waver through unbelief, but grew strong through faith, giving glory to God, and being fully assured that what he had promised, he was also able to perform. Therefore it also was "credited to him for righteousness."

	 

	4:23   Now it was not written that it was accounted to him for his sake alone, but for our sake also, to whom it will be accounted, who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was delivered up for our trespasses, and was raised for our justification.
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	Snippet of Truth        Nothing to Brag About

	Nobody will get to heaven and then compare notes with others on how they made it. There is no arrival lounge where people swap stories about the prayer they prayed, the church they attended, the water they were baptised in, or the life they cleaned up before God would accept them. None of that is the basis for anyone's salvation, and it never has been, it has always been through faith.

	This truth kills human pride at the root. We are wired to want credit for what we do. We want salvation to be at least partly a transaction; God does his part, we do ours and together we get the result. Paul slams that door shut completely. Boasting is excluded. Not reduced nor discouraged but excluded. You brought nothing to your salvation except the sin that made salvation necessary, Christ brought everything else. This is an arrangement that leaves no room for bragging. Grace, by definition, is something you freely receive, never something you can earn in any way, shape or form.
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	5:1 Peace and Joy Through Faith, Christ Died for Us

	Being therefore justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ; through whom we also have our access by faith into this grace in which we stand. We rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only this, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces perseverance; and perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; and hope doesn't disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

	 

	5:6   For while we were yet weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will hardly die for a righteous man. Yet perhaps for a good person someone would even dare to die. But God commends his own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we will be saved from God's wrath through him. For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we will be saved by his life.

	 

	5:11 Death Through Adam, Life Through Christ

	Not only so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. Therefore, as sin entered into the world through one man, and death through sin, so death passed to all men because all sinned. For until the law, sin was in the world; but sin is not charged when there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those whose sins weren't like Adam's disobedience, who is a foreshadowing of him who was to come.

	 

	5:15   But the free gift isn't like the trespass. For if by the trespass of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abound to the many. The gift is not as through one who sinned; for the judgment came by one to condemnation, but the free gift followed many trespasses to justification. For if by the trespass of the one, death reigned through the one; so much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one, Jesus Christ.

	 

	5:18   So then as through one trespass, all men were condemned; even so through one act of righteousness, all men were justified to life. For as through the one man's disobedience many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the one, many will be made righteous. The law came in that the trespass might abound; but where sin abounded, grace abounded more exceedingly, that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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	Snippet of Truth        Not Fragile But Forged

	Here is something the world will never tell you, your hardest seasons are doing the best work in you. Paul doesn't tiptoe around suffering or pretend it doesn't hurt. However, he does write about it with a tone that should stop every reader in their tracks. He rejoices in it, despite what it costs, because of what it produces.

	Suffering builds perseverance, that deep, quiet, unshakeable resolve of someone who has been through the fire and come out the other side still believing, still trusting and still moving forward. Perseverance does not produce talent, gifting or personality, it builds proven character, that which has been tested under real life conditions and held up. It is also the attribute that doesn't crack when life gets genuinely difficult.

	We know proven character produces hope, though not the fragile wishful kind that evaporates when circumstances turn. Instead, it is one that has a road-tested confidence in God, one forged through lived experience. The most remarkable part is what holds the entire process together and it isn’t your own determination or willpower. It is  God's love, poured generously and personally into your heart by the Holy Spirit. You are not just surviving your difficult seasons; under God's hand you are being forged into something genuinely resilient, good and beautiful.
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	6:1   What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? May it never be! We who died to sin, how could we live in it any longer? Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life.

	 

	6:5   For if we have become united with him in the likeness of his death, we will also be part of his resurrection; knowing this, that our old man was crucified with him, that the body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be in bondage to sin. For he who has died has been freed from sin. 

	 

	6:8   But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him, knowing that Christ, being raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over him! For the death that he died, he died to sin one time; but the life that he lives, he lives to God. Thus consider yourselves also to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

	 

	6:12 Servants of Righteousness

	Therefore don't let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. Also, do not present your members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. For sin will not have dominion over you, for you are not under law, but under grace.

	 

	6:15   What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? May it never be! Don't you know that when you present yourselves as servants and obey someone, you are the servants of whomever you obey, whether of sin to death, or of obedience to righteousness? But thanks be to God that, whereas you were bondservants of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were delivered. Being made free from sin, you became bondservants of righteousness.

	 

	6:19   I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh; for as you presented your members as servants to uncleanness and to wickedness upon wickedness, even so now present your members as servants to righteousness for sanctification. For when you were servants of sin, you were free from righteousness. 

	 

	6:21   What fruit then did you have at that time in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But now, being made free from sin and having become servants of God, you have your fruit of sanctification and the result of eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

	 

	7:1 The Inner Struggle With Sin

	Or don't you know, brothers (for I speak to men who know the law), that the law has dominion over a man for as long as he lives? For the woman that has a husband is bound by law to the husband while he lives, but if the husband dies, she is discharged from the law of the husband. So then if, while the husband lives, she is joined to another man, she would be called an adulteress. But if the husband dies, she is free from the law, so that she is no adulteress, though she is joined to another man. 

	 

	7:4   Therefore, my brothers, you also were made dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you would be joined to another, to him who was raised from the dead, that we might produce fruit to God. For when we were in the flesh, the sinful passions which were through the law worked in our members to bring out fruit to death. But now we have been discharged from the law, having died to that in which we were held; so that we serve in newness of the spirit, and not in oldness of the letter.

	 

	7:7   What shall we say then? Is the law sin? May it never be! However, I wouldn't have known sin except through the law. For I wouldn't have known coveting unless the law had said, "You shall not covet." But sin, finding occasion through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of coveting. For apart from the law, sin is dead. 

	 

	7:9   I was alive apart from the law once, but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died. The commandment which was for life, this I found to be for death; for sin, finding occasion through the commandment, deceived me, and through it killed me. Therefore the law indeed is holy, and the commandment holy, righteous, and good.

	 

	7:13   Did then that which is good become death to me? May it never be! But sin, that it might be shown to be sin, was producing death in me through that which is good; that through the commandment sin might become exceedingly sinful. For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am fleshly, sold under sin. For I don't understand what I am doing. For I don't practice what I desire to do; but what I hate, that I do. 
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	Snippet of Truth           The War Inside

	If you have ever tried to stop doing something you know is wrong and found that you couldn't, welcome to the most honest passage in the New Testament!

	Paul is not describing a new believer here, or a weak one. He is describing the experience of a mature follower of Christ who knows God's law, loves God's law, yet still finds himself doing the very thing he hates. The good he wants to do he doesn't do. The evil he doesn't want to do he keeps doing anyway. It is one of the most searingly honest pieces of self-examination in all of Scripture, and it is enormously comforting, because every believer who has ever lived has been in this exact place. 

	The inner struggle with sin is not evidence that your faith is fake, it is actually evidence that it is real. A person with no spiritual life feels no tension, they simply do what comes naturally without conflict. It is the presence of the Holy Spirit that creates the inner war. You are pulled in two directions precisely because there are two forces within you pulling in different directions.

	This does not make sin acceptable or inevitable. What it does mean is the Christian who is genuinely horrified by their own failure is in a far better position than they think. The struggle is not the problem but not being aware of a struggle or giving up is.
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	7:16   But if what I don't desire, that I do, I consent to the law that it is good. So now it is no more I that do it, but sin which dwells in me. For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwells no good thing. For desire is present with me, but I don't find it doing that which is good. For the good which I desire, I don't do; but the evil which I don't desire, that I practice. But if what I don't desire, that I do, it is no more I that do it, but sin which dwells in me. 

	 

	7:21   I find then the law that, while I desire to do good, evil is present. For I delight in God's law after the inward person, but I see a different law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity under the law of sin which is in my members. What a wretched man I am! Who will deliver me out of the body of this death? I thank God through Jesus Christ, our Lord! So then with the mind, I myself serve God's law, but with the flesh, sin's law.

	 

	8:1 Life in the Spirit

	There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who don't walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law of sin and of death. For what the law couldn't do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God did, sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, that the ordinance of the law might be fulfilled in us who don't walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 

	 

	8:5   For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For the mind of the flesh is death, but the mind of the Spirit is life and peace; because the mind of the flesh is hostile toward God, for it is not subject to God's law, neither indeed can it be. Those who are in the flesh can't please God.

	 

	8:9   But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if it is so that the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if any man doesn't have the Spirit of Christ, he is not his. If Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the spirit is alive because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of him who raised up Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised up Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

	 

	8:12 Children and Heirs of God

	So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if you live after the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are children of God. 

	 

	8:15   For you didn't receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!" The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God; and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with him, that we may also be glorified with him.

	 

	8:18   For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which will be revealed toward us. For the creation waits with eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to vanity, not of its own will, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of decay into the liberty of the glory of the children of God. 

	 

	8:22   For we know that the whole creation groans and travails in pain together until now. Not only so, but ourselves also, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for adoption, the redemption of our body. For we were saved in hope, but hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for that which he sees? But if we hope for that which we don't see, we wait for it with patience.

	 

	8:26   In the same way, the Spirit also helps our weaknesses, for we don't know how to pray as we ought. But the Spirit himself makes intercession for us with groanings which can't be uttered. He who searches the hearts knows what is on the Spirit's mind, because he makes intercession for the saints according to God.

	 

	 

	[image: Image]

	Snippet of Truth        When No Words Come

	There are moments in life when prayer becomes impossible. This can happen, not because you have lost faith but because what you are carrying in your life is too heavy, too raw, too deep for language. You kneel or you sit or you lie face down and nothing comes out. No words. No sentences. No carefully constructed requests. Instead, just a grief, a fear or a desperation that sits in your chest like a stone, and refuses to be articulated by mere words.

	Every believer hits this place eventually. Bereavement that hollows you out completely, a diagnosis that stops you cold, a relationship that has broken beyond what you alone can fix or a darkness that has lasted so long you have forgotten what the light looked like. Take heart, it is precisely there, in that wordless place, the Holy Spirit does some of His most profound work.

	He takes what you cannot say and carries it directly to the Father. He doesn’t express a sanitised, tidied up version of it, but takes the raw thing itself, the groan, the ache, the cry that never made it out of your chest. God, who searches every heart, knows exactly what the Spirit is expressing on your behalf, so nothing is lost in translation and nothing is left out.

	You do not need to find the right words nor do you need to hold yourself together long enough to form a coherent prayer. The Spirit who lives in you is not waiting for you to get it together before He intercedes. He is already there, already carrying you before the Father, in the moments you are most certain that nobody could possibly understand what you are feeling. Know that He does.
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	8:28 More Than Conquerors

	We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, for those who are called according to his purpose. For whom he foreknew, he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. Whom he predestined, those he also called. Whom he called, those he also justified. Whom he justified, those he also glorified.

	 

	8:31   What then shall we say about these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who didn't spare his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how would he not also with him freely give us all things? Who could bring a charge against God's chosen ones? It is God who justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, yes rather, who was raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.

	 

	8:35   Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Could oppression, or anguish, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Even as it is written, "For your sake we are killed all day long. We were accounted as sheep for the slaughter." No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

	 

	8:38   For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing will be able to separate us from God's love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

	 

	9:1 Paul's Sorrow for Israel

	I tell the truth in Christ. I am not lying, my conscience testifying with me in the Holy Spirit that I have great sorrow and unceasing pain in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brothers' sake, my relatives according to the flesh who are Israelites; whose is the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service, and the promises; of whom are the fathers, and from whom is Christ as concerning the flesh, who is over all, God, blessed forever. Amen.

	 

	9:6   But it is not as though the word of God has come to nothing. For they are not all Israel that are of Israel. Neither, because they are Abraham's offspring, are they all children. But, "your offspring will be accounted as from Isaac." That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as heirs. For this is a word of promise: "At the appointed time I will come, and Sarah will have a son." 

	 

	9:10   Not only so, but Rebekah also conceived by one, by our father Isaac. For being not yet born, neither having done anything good or bad, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him who calls, it was said to her, "The elder will serve the younger." Even as it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."

	 

	9:14 God's Sovereign Choice

	What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? May it never be! For he said to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion." So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who has mercy. 

	 

	9:17   For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I caused you to be raised up, that I might show in you my power, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth." So then, he has mercy on whom he desires, and he hardens whom he desires.

	 

	9:19   You will say then to me, "Why does he still find fault? For who withstands his will?" But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed ask him who formed it, "Why did you make me like this?" Or hasn't the potter a right over the clay, from the same lump to make one part a vessel for honour, and another for dishonour? 

	 

	9:22   What if God, willing to show his wrath and to make his power known, endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, and that he might make known the riches of his glory on vessels of mercy, which he prepared beforehand for glory— us, whom he also called, not from the Jews only, but also from the Gentiles? 

	 

	9:25   As he says also in Hosea, "I will call them 'my people,' which were not my people; and her 'beloved,' who was not beloved." "It will be that in the place where it was said to them, 'You are not my people,' there they will be called 'children of the living God.'"

	 

	9:27   Isaiah cries concerning Israel, "If the number of the children of Israel are as the sand of the sea, it is the remnant who will be saved; for he will finish the work and cut it short in righteousness, because the Lord will make a short work upon the earth." As Isaiah has said before, "Unless the Lord of Armies had left us a seed, we would have become like Sodom, and would have been made like Gomorrah."

	 

	9:30   What shall we say then? That the Gentiles, who didn't follow after righteousness, attained to righteousness, even the righteousness which is of faith; but Israel, following after a law of righteousness, didn't arrive at the law of righteousness. Why? Because they didn't seek it by faith, but as it were by works of the law. They stumbled over the stumbling stone, even as it is written, "Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and a rock of offense; and no one who believes in him will be disappointed."

	 

	10:1 Israel's Zeal Without Knowledge

	Brothers, my heart's desire and my prayer to God is for Israel, that they may be saved. For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, they didn't subject themselves to the righteousness of God. For Christ is the fulfillment of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.

	 

	10:5   For Moses writes about the righteousness of the law, "The one who does them will live by them." But the righteousness which is of faith says this, "Don't say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?' (that is, to bring Christ down); or, 'Who will descend into the abyss?' (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead.)" 

	 

	19:8   But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart;" that is, the word of faith which we preach: that if you will confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes resulting in righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made resulting in salvation. For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes in him will not be disappointed."
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	Snippet of Truth        They Missed Him

	It is one of the great tragic ironies of the entire Bible. The people who had spent centuries preparing for the Messiah, studying the prophecies, maintaining the temple, keeping the law, waiting and watching, were those who didn't recognise Him when He arrived.

	The Gentiles weren't even looking. They had no covenant, no scriptures, no centuries of preparation, and yet they found what Israel missed. It wasn’t because they were smarter or more deserving but because, when the gospel came to them, they received it by faith rather than trying to earn it by performance.

	Israel stumbled over who Jesus was, not due to insufficient evidence but because He didn't fit the system they had built. They were looking for someone who would reward their religious effort. Instead God sent someone who made religious effort entirely irrelevant. The stumbling stone for Isreal was always Christ. He still is. Yet He is still calling every Jewish person to salvation today.
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	10:12 Salvation for All Who Call

	For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, and is rich to all who call on him. For, "Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved." How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in him whom they have not heard? How will they hear without a preacher? And how will they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the Good News of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!"

	 

	10:16   But they didn't all listen to the glad news. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed our report?" So faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. But I say, didn't they hear? Yes, most certainly, "Their sound went out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world."
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	Snippet of Truth        You Have to Hear It First

	Faith comes by hearing, and hearing comes by the word of God. This is why preachers matter, why missionaries pack up everything they own and move to places most people have never heard of, why teachers give their lives to making Scripture clear and accessible and why translators spend decades rendering the Bible into languages that have never had it. The entire enterprise is driven by this one irreducible reality, people cannot believe in Someone they have never heard of, and cannot grow without a Bible of their own.

	The chain is unbroken from one end to the other: God sends the message, someone carries it, someone preaches it, then someone hears it and believes. That chain has circled the entire globe for two thousand years, even more so today with the internet.

	You are sitting with faith in your heart today because somewhere in your history that chain reached you. Somebody prayed. Somebody went. Somebody opened their mouth and made sure you heard it. The same chain needs to keep moving. WE need to keep it moving. You can be a part of getting the Scriptures in the hands of those crying out for the Good News of salvation in Christ.
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	10:19   But I ask, didn't Israel know? First Moses says, "I will provoke you to jealousy with that which is no nation. I will make you angry with a nation void of understanding." Isaiah is very bold and says, "I was found by those who didn't seek me. I was revealed to those who didn't ask for me." But about Israel he says, "All day long I stretched out my hands to a disobedient and contrary people."

	 

	11:1   I ask then, did God reject his people? May it never be! For I also am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. God didn't reject his people, whom he foreknew. Or don't you know what the Scripture says about Elijah? How he pleads with God against Israel: "Lord, they have killed your prophets. They have broken down your altars. I am left alone, and they seek my life." 

	 

	11:4   But how does God answer him? "I have reserved for myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal." Even so too at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work.

	 

	11:7   What then? That which Israel seeks for, that he didn't obtain, but the chosen ones obtained it, and the rest were hardened. According as it is written, "God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that they should not see, and ears that they should not hear, to this very day." David says, "Let their table be made a snare, a trap, a stumbling block, and a retribution to them. Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see. Always keep their backs bent."

	 

	11:11 Salvation Has Come to the Gentiles

	I ask then, did they stumble that they might fall? May it never be! But by their fall salvation has come to the Gentiles, to provoke them to jealousy. Now if their fall is the riches of the world, and their loss the riches of the Gentiles, how much more their fullness!

	 

	11:13   For I speak to you who are Gentiles. Since then as I am an apostle to Gentiles, I glorify my ministry, if by any means I may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh, and may save some of them. For if the rejection of them is the reconciling of the world, what would their acceptance be, but life from the dead?

	 

	11:16   If the first fruit is holy, so is the lump. If the root is holy, so are the branches. But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the root and of the richness of the olive tree, don't boast over the branches. But if you boast, remember that it is not you who support the root, but the root supports you. 

	 

	11:19   You will say then, "Branches were broken off, that I might be grafted in." True; by their unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by your faith. Don't be conceited, but fear; for if God didn't spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you. See then the goodness and severity of God. Toward those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in his goodness; otherwise you also will be cut off. 

	 

	11:23   They also, if they don't continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. For if you were cut out of that which is by nature a wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature into a good olive tree, how much more will these, which are the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?

	 

	11:25 All Israel Will Be Saved

	For I don't desire you to be ignorant, brothers, of this mystery, so that you won't be wise in your own conceits, that a partial hardening has happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in, and so all Israel will be saved. Even as it is written, "There will come out of Zion the Deliverer, and he will turn away ungodliness from Jacob. This is my covenant with them, when I will take away their sins."

	 

	11:28   Concerning the Good News, they are enemies for your sake. But concerning the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sake. For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. For as you in time past were disobedient to God, but now have obtained mercy by their disobedience, even so these also have now been disobedient, that by the mercy shown to you they may also obtain mercy. For God has bound all to disobedience, that he might have mercy on all.

	 

	11:33   Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past tracing out! "For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counsellor?" "Or who has first given to him, and it will be repaid to him again?" For of him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory for ever! Amen.

	 

	12:1 Living Sacrifices to God

	Therefore I urge you, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service. Don't be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what is the good, well-pleasing, and perfect will of God.
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	Snippet of Truth        More Than Just Getting By

	The world's standard for a good person is not particularly demanding. The standard Paul lays out in Romans 12 is something else entirely. He has not given a list to attain to, it is more the outworking of a changed heart and a new life.

	Paul is not calling believers to be slightly better versions of the average person. He is calling them to a total transformation of the way they think, the way they respond and the way they treat people who deserve nothing from them. Whether they admit or not, the world is watching Christ followers and how they represent God.

	This is what it means to be conformed to the image of Christ. It isn’t a religious veneer painted over an unchanged life or good behaviour in public and something different in private. It is a genuine, inside-out renovation of character that makes you actually different: in your workplace, your family, your friendships, your response to people who wrong you.

	Jesus did not come to make bad people moderately better. He came to make dead people fully alive, and fully alive people live at a completely different level. That is the highest possible calling, and it starts with how you treat the next person you meet today.
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	12:3   For I say through the grace that was given me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think; but to think reasonably, as God has apportioned to each person a measure of faith. For even as we have many members in one body, and all the members don't have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another, having gifts differing according to the grace that was given to us: if prophecy, let's prophesy according to the proportion of our faith; or service, let's give ourselves to service; or he who teaches, to his teaching; or he who exhorts, to his exhorting; he who gives, let him do it with generosity; he who rules, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

	 

	12:9   Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor that which is evil. Cling to that which is good. In love of the brothers be tenderly affectionate to one another; in honour prefer one another, not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord, rejoicing in hope, enduring in troubles, continuing steadfastly in prayer, contributing to the needs of the saints, and given to hospitality.

	 

	12:14   Bless those who persecute you; bless, and don't curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice. Weep with those who weep. Be of the same mind one toward another. Don't set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Don't be wise in your own conceits. Repay no one evil for evil. Respect what is honourable in the sight of all men. If it is possible, as much as it is up to you, be at peace with all men. 

	 

	12:19   Don't seek revenge yourselves, beloved, but give place to God's wrath. For it is written, "Vengeance belongs to me; I will repay, says the Lord." Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him. If he is thirsty, give him a drink; for in doing so, you will heap coals of fire on his head." Don't be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

	 

	13:1 Submission to Governing Authorities

	Let every soul be in subjection to the higher authorities, for there is no authority except from God, and those who exist are ordained by God. Therefore he who resists the authority withstands the ordinance of God; and those who withstand will receive to themselves judgment. 

	 

	13:3   For rulers are not a terror to the good work, but to the evil. Do you desire to have no fear of the authority? Do that which is good, and you will have praise from the authority, for he is a servant of God to you for good. But if you do that which is evil, be afraid, for he doesn't bear the sword in vain; for he is a servant of God, an avenger for wrath to him who does evil. 

	 

	13:5   Therefore you need to be in subjection, not only because of the wrath, but also for conscience' sake. For this reason you also pay taxes, for they are servants of God's service, continually doing this very thing. Therefore give everyone what you owe: if you owe taxes, pay taxes; if customs, then customs; if respect, then respect; if honour, then honour.

	 

	13:8   Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbour has fulfilled the law. For the commandments, "You shall not commit adultery," "You shall not murder," "You shall not steal," "You shall not covet," and whatever other commandments there are, are all summed up in this saying, namely, "You shall love your neighbour as yourself." Love doesn't harm a neighbour. Love therefore is the fulfillment of the law.

	 

	13:11   Do this, knowing the time, that it is already time for you to awaken out of sleep, for salvation is now nearer to us than when we first believed. The night is far gone, and the day is near. Let's therefore throw off the deeds of darkness, and let's put on the armour of light. Let's walk properly, as in the day; not in revelling and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and lustful acts, and not in strife and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, for its lusts.

	 

	14:1 Accept the Weak in Faith

	Now accept one who is weak in faith, but not for disputes over opinions. One man has faith to eat all things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables. Don't let him who eats despise him who doesn't eat. Don't let him who doesn't eat judge him who eats, for God has accepted him. Who are you who judge another's servant? To his own lord he stands or falls. Yes, he will be made to stand, for God has power to make him stand.

	 

	14:5   One man esteems one day as more important. Another esteems every day alike. Let each man be fully assured in his own mind. He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks. He who doesn't eat, to the Lord he doesn't eat, and gives God thanks. 

	 

	14:7   For none of us lives to himself, and none dies to himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord. Or if we die, we die to the Lord. If therefore we live or die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died, rose, and lived again, that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

	 

	14:10   But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, "'As I live,' says the Lord, 'to me every knee will bow. Every tongue will confess to God.'" So then each one of us will give account of himself to God.

	 

	14:13   Therefore let's not judge one another anymore, but judge this rather, that no man put a stumbling block in his brother's way, or an occasion for falling. I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean of itself; except that to him who considers anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean. Yet if because of food your brother is grieved, you walk no longer in love. Don't destroy with your food him for whom Christ died. Then don't let your good be slandered, for God's Kingdom is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
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	Snippet of Truth        Freedom That Offends

	Christian freedom is real. Paul has spent fourteen chapters establishing that believers are not under the law, not bound by religious performance and not saved by what they eat, drink or observe. That freedom is genuine and it is not to be surrendered lightly. This freedom, used without wisdom, is not maturity, for it  becomes selfishness with a theological justification.

	Paul's point in chapter 14 is painfully practical. If you are in a community, a culture, or a relationship where a particular behaviour, even a perfectly legitimate one, is going to cause a weaker believer to stumble, your freedom does not override your responsibility to them. You are not the only person in the room.

	This becomes especially real when you move into a new environment, such as a different country, church or neighbourhood. What was acceptable where you came from may carry an entirely different weight where you are now. Using your freedom without reading the room is not a bold stand for the gospel, it is carelessness dressed up as conviction. Jesus had every right imaginable but He laid most of them down voluntarily for the sake of others. He is our example, our model for freedom held loosely, love held tightly.
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	14:18   For he who serves Christ in these things is acceptable to God and approved by men. So then, let's follow after things which make for peace, and things by which we may build one another up. Don't overthrow God's work for food's sake. All things indeed are clean, however it is evil for that man who creates a stumbling block by eating. It is good to not eat meat, drink wine, nor do anything by which your brother stumbles, is offended, or is made weak.

	 

	14:22   Do you have faith? Have it to yourself before God. Happy is he who doesn't judge himself in that which he approves. But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because it isn't of faith; and whatever is not of faith is sin.

	 

	14:24 Closing Doxology

	Now to him who is able to establish you according to my Good News and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret through long ages, but now is revealed, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the eternal God, is made known for obedience of faith to all the nations; to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.

	 

	15:1   Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of the weak, and not to please ourselves. Let each one of us please his neighbour for that which is good, to be building him up. For even Christ didn't please himself. But, as it is written, "The reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me." 

	 

	15:4   For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that through perseverance and through encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. Now the God of perseverance and of encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus, that with one accord you may with one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

	 

	15:7   Therefore accept one another, even as Christ also accepted you, to the glory of God. Now I say that Christ has been made a servant of the circumcision for the truth of God, that he might confirm the promises given to the fathers, and that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will give praise to you among the Gentiles and sing to your name." 

	 

	15:10   Again he says, "Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people." Again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles! Let all the peoples praise him." Again, Isaiah says, "There will be the root of Jesse, he who arises to rule over the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles will hope." Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope in the power of the Holy Spirit.

	 

	15:14 Paul's Mission to the Gentiles

	I myself am also persuaded about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish others. But I write the more boldly to you in part as reminding you, because of the grace that was given to me by God, that I should be a servant of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, serving as a priest of the Good News of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be made acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. I have therefore my boasting in Christ Jesus in things pertaining to God. 

	 

	15:18   For I will not dare to speak of any things except those which Christ worked through me for the obedience of the Gentiles, by word and deed, in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of God's Spirit; so that from Jerusalem and around as far as to Illyricum, I have fully preached the Good News of Christ; yes, making it my aim to preach the Good News, not where Christ was already named, that I might not build on another's foundation. But, as it is written, "They will see, to whom no news of him came. They who haven't heard will understand."

	 

	15:22   Therefore also I was hindered these many times from coming to you, but now, no longer having any place in these regions, and having these many years a longing to come to you, whenever I travel to Spain, I will come to you. For I hope to see you on my journey, and to be helped on my way there by you, if first I may enjoy your company for a while. But now, I say, I am going to Jerusalem, serving the saints. For it has been the good pleasure of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor among the saints who are at Jerusalem. 

	 

	15:27   Yes, it has been their good pleasure, and they are their debtors. For if the Gentiles have been made partakers of their spiritual things, they owe it to them also to serve them in material things. When therefore I have accomplished this, and have sealed to them this fruit, I will go on by way of you to Spain. I know that when I come to you, I will come in the fullness of the blessing of the Good News of Christ.

	 

	15:30   Now I beg you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, that you strive together with me in your prayers to God for me, that I may be delivered from those who are disobedient in Judea, and that my service which I have for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, that I may come to you in joy through the will of God, and together with you, find rest. Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.

	 

	16:1 Greetings to Friends and Co-workers

	I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is a servant of the assembly that is at Cenchreae, that you receive her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and that you assist her in whatever matter she may need from you, for she herself also has been a helper of many, and of my own self.

	 

	16:3   Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked their own necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks, but also all the assemblies of the Gentiles. Greet the assembly that is in their house. Greet Epaenetus, my beloved, who is the first fruits of Achaia to Christ. Greet Mary, who laboured much for us. Greet Andronicus and Junia, my relatives and my fellow prisoners, who are notable among the apostles, who were also in Christ before me. 

	 

	16:8   Greet Amplias, my beloved in the Lord. Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and Stachys, my beloved. Greet Apelles, the approved in Christ. Greet those who are of the household of Aristobulus. Greet Herodion, my kinsman. Greet them of the household of Narcissus, who are in the Lord. Greet Tryphaena and Tryphosa, who labour in the Lord. Greet Persis, the beloved, who laboured much in the Lord. 

	 

	16:13   Greet Rufus, the chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine. Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers who are with them. Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. Greet one another with a holy kiss. The assemblies of Christ greet you.
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	Snippet of Truth      Leaders, Know Your People

	The final chapters of Romans contain information that is easy to skip, a long list of names. Phoebe, Priscilla, Aquila, Epaenetus, Mary, Andronicus, Junia, Amplias, Urbanus, Stachys. Name after name after name, each one accompanied by a personal note. This person worked hard. This one risked their neck for me. This one was like a mother to me. This one was in Christ before I was. Paul was not writing a formal directory, he was writing of people he loved.

	This is one of the most overlooked leadership lessons in the entire New Testament. Paul is known as the greatest missionary theologian the church has ever produced, and yet he knew the names of the people in the room. He spoke of not just the key influencers or the major donors, but also of the women who worked hard behind the scenes,  the man he called his dear friend and the household that opened their home to him. Real people, real relationships, real history intertwined.

	The temptation for any leader is to operate at a distance and to communicate through platforms, to preach to crowds, to be known by many but be genuinely close to nobody. It is safer that way, seeming to be less complicated and less messy.

	That is not what Paul did and it is not what Jesus did before him. The gospel travels through relationships. It always has. You cannot shepherd people you do not actually know, and you cannot know people you are never genuinely with or interested in. Be challenged to get close. Learn the names. Know the stories. That is what real and true  pastoral ministry looks like in the New Testament church.
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	16:17   Now I beg you, brothers, look out for those who are causing the divisions and occasions of stumbling, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and turn away from them. For those who are such don't serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the innocent. For your obedience has become known to all. I rejoice therefore over you. But I desire to have you wise in that which is good, but innocent in that which is evil. And the God of peace will quickly crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

	 

	16:21   Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you, as do Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my relatives. I, Tertius, who write the letter, greet you in the Lord. Gaius, my host and host of the whole assembly, greets you. Erastus, the treasurer of the city, greets you, as does Quartus, the brother. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all! Amen.

	 

	 

	 


 

	1ST CORINTHIANS

	 

	 

	If Romans is the letter that explains the gospel, 1 Corinthians is the letter that shows what happens when a church has the gospel, and still manages to get almost everything else wrong.

	Paul founded the church in Corinth on his second missionary journey, around AD 50. Corinth was one of the most strategically important cities in the Roman Empire, a bustling commercial hub situated on a narrow strip of land between two seas. It was famous for its wealth, its diversity but also for its reputation for moral excess. It was exactly the kind of city where the gospel needed to go. And it went there. A church was planted, people were saved and the Holy Spirit moved.

	Then the problems started.

	Paul wrote this letter around AD 55, from Ephesus, after receiving a disturbing report from people in Corinth's household and a letter from the church itself asking him a string of questions. What he writes back is part rebuke, part instruction and part pastoral care for a congregation pulling itself apart at the seams.

	The issues were serious: division over favourite preachers, a man sleeping with his stepmother while the church looked the other way, believers dragging each other into pagan courts, confusion over marriage, idol food, spiritual gifts and the resurrection. Corinth had the gifts, the knowledge and the freedom, and was using all three badly.

	The heart of Paul's response sits in chapter 13, the famous love chapter. It wasn't written to be read out at weddings, it was written for a church that had forgotten that without love, every gift, every insight and every act of faith counts for nothing. 1 Corinthians is a mirror. Every church that has ever existed has seen itself reflected somewhere in these pages.

	 


1:1 Greeting and Thanksgiving

	Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, to the assembly of God which is at Corinth—those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place, both theirs and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

	 

	1:4   I always thank my God concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, that in everything you were enriched in him, in all speech and all knowledge— even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you— so that you come behind in no gift, waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will also confirm you until the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

	 

	1:10 Divisions in the Church

	Now I beg you, brothers, through the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfected together in the same mind and in the same judgment. For it has been reported to me concerning you, my brothers, by those who are from Chloe's household, that there are contentions among you. Now I mean this, that each one of you says, "I follow Paul," "I follow Apollos," "I follow Cephas," and, "I follow Christ." 

	 

	1:13   Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized into the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one should say that I had baptized you into my own name. (I also baptized the household of Stephanas; besides them, I don't know whether I baptized any other.) For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the Good News—not in wisdom of words, so that the cross of Christ wouldn't be made void.
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	Snippet of Truth        The Cult of the Preacher

	It was happening in Corinth within twenty years of the resurrection. Believers were dividing themselves into camps based on their favourite teacher. I follow Paul. I follow Apollos. I follow Peter. They shared the same gospel, the same church, the same Christ but split into factions because humans cannot resist turning gifted people into celebrities. Nothing has changed.

	Walk into certain Christian circles today and the conversation sounds remarkably similar. People define their faith by the preacher they stream online, the conference they attended, the theological “tribe” they belong to, while pastors build platforms with millions of followers. Churches brand themselves around the personality of their lead communicator, allowing the teacher to become the main draw, the identity, the reason people show up.

	Paul is not impressed. He asks the Corinthians questions that cut straight through all of it; was Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptised in the name of Apollos?

	The local church was never meant to be a showcase for personality. It was meant to be a community of believers gathered around Christ, led by servants who firmly redirect attention away from themselves. The moment a congregation's identity becomes more attached to their pastor than to Jesus Christ, something has shifted and gone seriously wrong. Gifted teachers are a blessing, but gifted teachers who become the focus create a problem.
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	1:18 The Wisdom of God

	For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are dying, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise. I will bring the discernment of the discerning to nothing." Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Hasn't God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 

	 

	1:21   For seeing that in the wisdom of God, the world through its wisdom didn't know God, it was God's good pleasure through the foolishness of the preaching to save those who believe. For Jews ask for signs, Greeks seek after wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Greeks, but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God; because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

	 

	1:26   For you see your calling, brothers, that not many are wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, and not many noble; but God chose the foolish things of the world that he might put to shame those who are wise. God chose the weak things of the world that he might put to shame the things that are strong. God chose the lowly things of the world, and the things that are despised, and the things that don't exist, that he might bring to nothing the things that exist, that no flesh should boast before God. Because of him, you are in Christ Jesus, who was made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, that, as it is written, "He who boasts, let him boast in the Lord."

	 

	2:1 Proclaiming Christ Crucified

	When I came to you, brothers, I didn't come with excellence of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. My speech and my preaching were not in persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith wouldn't stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.

	 

	2:6   We speak wisdom, however, among those who are full grown, yet a wisdom not of this world nor of the rulers of this world who are coming to nothing. But we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the wisdom that has been hidden, which God foreordained before the worlds for our glory, which none of the rulers of this world has known. For had they known it, they wouldn't have crucified the Lord of glory. But as it is written, "Things which an eye didn't see, and an ear didn't hear, which didn't enter into the heart of man, these God has prepared for those who love him."

	 

	2:10   But to us, God revealed them through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. For who among men knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so, no one knows the things of God except God's Spirit. But we received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is from God, that we might know the things that were freely given to us by God. 

	 

	2:13   We also speak these things, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual things. Now the natural man doesn't receive the things of God's Spirit, for they are foolishness to him; and he can't know them, because they are spiritually discerned. But he who is spiritual discerns all things, and he himself is to be judged by no one. "For who has known the mind of the Lord that he should instruct him?" But we have Christ's mind.

	 

	3:1 Building on the Right Foundation

	Brothers, I couldn't speak to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly, as to babies in Christ. I fed you with milk, not with solid food, for you weren't yet ready. Indeed, you aren't ready even now, for you are still fleshly. For insofar as there is jealousy, strife, and factions among you, aren't you fleshly, and don't you walk in the ways of men? For when one says, "I follow Paul," and another, "I follow Apollos," aren't you fleshly?

	 

	3:5   Who then is Apollos, and who is Paul, but servants through whom you believed, and each as the Lord gave to him? I planted. Apollos watered. But God gave the increase. So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase. Now he who plants and he who waters are the same, but each will receive his own reward according to his own labour. For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's farming, God's building.

	 

	3:10   According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another builds on it. But let each man be careful how he builds on it. For no one can lay any other foundation than that which has been laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

	 

	3:12   But if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay, or straw, each man's work will be revealed. For the Day will declare it, because it is revealed in fire; and the fire itself will test what sort of work each man's work is. If any man's work remains which he built on it, he will receive a reward. If any man's work is burned, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, but as through fire.
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	Snippet of Truth        Get the Foundation Right

	Everything stands or falls on the foundation it is built upon. That is not only an engineering metaphor, it is also a spiritual one. And Paul applies it with surgical precision to the church in Corinth.

	The problem was immaturity. It wasn’t  immaturity in the sense of being new to the faith, as some of these believers had been following Christ for years. It was immaturity in the sense of never having grown past the need for milk, by still squabbling over personalities, still dividing over preferences, still unable to handle solid teaching because the foundation was never properly laid.

	Paul's diagnosis is very direct, in telling them they were still infants and infants cannot build anything that is lasting. The foundation he is talking about is not a program, a worship style, a statement of values or a vision statement crafted by a leadership team, though all these are good. It is a person. Jesus Christ and Him alone. Historically, every healthy church has been built on that foundation and nothing else. Everything else; teaching,  community and mission, is built on top of it. This is also true for  every believer; the foundation of faith is in Jesus Christ alone and God’s Word.
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	3:16 You Are God's Temple

	Don't you know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is holy, which you are.

	 

	3.18   Let no one deceive himself. If anyone thinks that he is wise among you in this world, let him become a fool that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, "He has taken the wise in their craftiness." And again, "The Lord knows the reasoning of the wise, that it is worthless." Therefore let no one boast in men. For all things are yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come. All are yours, and you are Christ's, and Christ is God's.

	 

	4:1   So let a man think of us as Christ's servants and stewards of God's mysteries. Here, moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you, or by a human court. Yes, I don't even judge my own self. For I know nothing against myself. Yet I am not justified by this, but he who judges me is the Lord. Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each man will get his praise from God.

	 

	4:6   Now these things, brothers, I have in a figure transferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that in us you might learn not to think beyond the things which are written, that none of you be puffed up against one another. For who makes you different? And what do you have that you didn't receive? But if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?

	 

	5:1 Immorality in the Church

	It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles, that one has his father's wife. You are arrogant, and didn't mourn instead, that he who had done this deed might be removed from among you. For I most certainly, as being absent in body but present in spirit, have already, as though I were present, judged him who has done this thing. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together with my spirit with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, you are to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

	 

	5:6   Your boasting is not good. Don't you know that a little yeast leavens the whole lump? Purge out the old yeast, that you may be a new lump, even as you are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed in our place. Therefore let's keep the feast, not with old yeast, neither with the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

	 

	5:9   I wrote to you in my letter to have no company with sexual sinners; yet not at all meaning with the sexual sinners of this world, or with the covetous and extortionists, or with idolaters, for then you would have to leave the world. But as it is, I wrote to you not to associate with anyone who is called a brother who is a sexual sinner, or covetous, or an idolater, or a slanderer, or a drunkard, or an extortionist. Don't even eat with such a person. For what do I have to do with also judging those who are outside? Don't you judge those who are within? But those who are outside, God judges. "Put away the wicked man from among yourselves."
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	Snippet of Truth      Tolerated Sin in the Church

	The church was designed to be a bride in white. Pure, set apart, radiant with the character of the one she belongs to. She is not a perfect collection of perfect people, but a community genuinely committed to living to a different standard of the world, to be marked by holiness, integrity and the unmistakable fragrance of Christ. That is what made news Paul heard from Corinth so jarring.

	A man in the church was sleeping with his stepmother and the congregation was doing nothing about it. Even the surrounding community were shocked. Sexual sin does particular damage to the witness of the church, not because it is the worst sin but because it is so visible, so destructive to the people involved, and so completely contrary to the character of Christ. When the church openly tolerates it, it loses all credibility with  the watching outside world.

	Paul takes aim at the church leadership for failing to protect the holiness of Christ’s church and the members in their care. This is still true today, applying to all church leaders. We are not to reflect the current community standards, but the holiness of Jesus.
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	4:8 The Apostles on Display

	You are already filled. You have already become rich. You have come to reign without us. Yes, and I wish that you did reign, that we also might reign with you! For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last of all, like men sentenced to death. For we are made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and men. We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You have honour, but we have dishonour. Even to this present hour we hunger, thirst, are naked, are beaten, and have no certain dwelling place. We toil, working with our own hands. When people curse us, we bless. Being persecuted, we endure. Being defamed, we entreat. We are made as the filth of the world, the dirt wiped off by all, even until now.

	 

	4:14   I don't write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved children. For though you have ten thousand tutors in Christ, you don't have many fathers. For in Christ Jesus, I became your father through the Good News. I beg you therefore, be imitators of me. Because of this I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, who will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, even as I teach everywhere in every assembly. 

	 

	4:18   Now some are puffed up, as though I were not coming to you. But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord is willing. And I will know, not the word of those who are puffed up, but the power. For God's Kingdom is not in word, but in power. What do you want? Shall I come to you with a rod, or in love and a spirit of gentleness?

	 

	6:1   Dare any of you, having a matter against his neighbour, go to law before the unrighteous, and not before the saints? Don't you know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters? Don't you know that we will judge angels? How much more, things that pertain to this life? If then you have to judge things pertaining to this life, do you set them to judge who are of no account in the assembly? 

	 

	6:5   I say this to move you to shame. Isn't there even one wise man among you who would be able to decide between his brothers? But brother goes to law with brother, and that before unbelievers! Therefore it is already altogether a defect in you that you have lawsuits one with another. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded? No, but you yourselves do wrong and defraud, and that against your brothers.

	 

	6:9 Glorify God With Your Body

	Or don't you know that the unrighteous will not inherit God's Kingdom? Don't be deceived. Neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor male prostitutes, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor slanderers, nor extortionists, will inherit God's Kingdom. Some of you were such, but you were washed. You were sanctified. You were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and in the Spirit of our God.

	 

	6:12   "All things are lawful for me," but not all things are expedient. "All things are lawful for me," but I will not be brought under the power of anything. "Foods for the belly, and the belly for foods," but God will bring to nothing both it and them. But the body is not for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. Now God raised up the Lord, and will also raise us up by his power. Don't you know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be! 

	 

	6:16   Or don't you know that he who is joined to a prostitute is one body? For, "The two", he says, "will become one flesh." But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit. Flee sexual immorality! "Every sin that a man does is outside the body," but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. Or don't you know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. Therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's.

	 

	7:1 Marriage and Sexual Purity

	Now concerning the things about which you wrote to me: it is good for a man not to touch a woman. But, because of sexual immoralities, let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband. Let the husband give his wife the affection owed her, and likewise also the wife her husband. The wife doesn't have authority over her own body, but the husband does. Likewise also the husband doesn't have authority over his own body, but the wife does. Don't deprive one another, unless it is by consent for a season, that you may give yourselves to fasting and prayer, and may be together again, that Satan doesn't tempt you because of your lack of self-control.
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	Snippet of Truth       Your Body Is Not Your Own

	Today’s culture has a very clear message about your body. Show it off. Use it to get attention. Dress to be noticed. The music videos, the social media feeds, the fashion industry, all of it pushes in the same direction. For a young believer trying to navigate all of this, the pressure to compromise, to go along with it is relentless.

	Paul stops any thought of complying, with these temptations, cold - with just one statement. Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit. That is a stated truth with real consequences for how you dress, what you watch, what you allow your mind to dwell on and who you choose to be physically intimate with. Sexual sin, Paul says specifically, is different from other sins because it is committed against your body, that very body which is home to the Holy Spirit..

	This is why it matters so much, for every act of sexual immorality, every compromise with the culture's standards, every drift toward what everyone else seems to be doing,  is not just a personal choice with no consequences. It is a desecration of something that belongs to God. The world will dress you in its image if you let it. It will fill your mind through its music, its videos and its relentless messaging until its standards feel completely normal and God's standards feel restrictive and outdated.

	You are not your own. You were bought at a great price. Live, dress, make choices and love like you belong to the Lord Jesus.
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	7:6   But this I say by way of concession, not of commandment. Yet I wish that all men were like me. However, each man has his own gift from God, one of this kind, and another of that kind. But I say to the unmarried and to widows, it is good for them if they remain even as I am. But if they don't have self-control, let them marry. For it's better to marry than to burn with passion. But to the married I command—not I, but the Lord—that the wife not leave her husband (but if she departs, let her remain unmarried, or else be reconciled to her husband), and that the husband not leave his wife.

	 

	7:12   But to the rest I—not the Lord—say, if any brother has an unbelieving wife, and she is content to live with him, let him not leave her. The woman who has an unbelieving husband, and he is content to live with her, let her not leave her husband. For the unbelieving husband is sanctified in the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified in the husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but now they are holy. Yet if the unbeliever departs, let there be separation. The brother or the sister is not under bondage in such cases, but God has called us in peace. For how do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife?

	 

	7:17   Only, as the Lord has distributed to each man, as God has called each, so let him walk. So I command in all the assemblies. Was anyone called having been circumcised? Let him not become uncircumcised. Has anyone been called in uncircumcision? Let him not be circumcised. Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but what matters is keeping God's commandments. Let each man stay in that calling in which he was called. Were you called being a bondservant? Don't let that bother you, but if you get an opportunity to become free, use it. 

	 

	7:22   For he who was called in the Lord being a bondservant is the Lord's free man. Likewise he who was called being free is Christ's bondservant. You were bought with a price. Don't become bondservants of men. Brothers, let each man, in whatever condition he was called, stay in that condition with God.

	 

	7:25 Concerning Virgins and the Unmarried

	Now concerning virgins, I have no commandment from the Lord, but I give my judgment as one who has obtained mercy from the Lord to be trustworthy. Therefore I think that because of the distress that is on us, it's good for a man to remain as he is. Are you bound to a wife? Don't seek to be freed. Are you free from a wife? Don't seek a wife. But if you marry, you have not sinned. If a virgin marries, she has not sinned. Yet such will have oppression in the flesh, and I want to spare you. 

	 

	7:29   But I say this, brothers: the time is short. From now on, both those who have wives may be as though they had none; and those who weep, as though they didn't weep; and those who rejoice, as though they didn't rejoice; and those who buy, as though they didn't possess; and those who use the world, as not using it to the fullest. For the mode of this world passes away.

	 

	7:32   But I desire to have you to be free from cares. He who is unmarried is concerned for the things of the Lord, how he may please the Lord; but he who is married is concerned about the things of the world, how he may please his wife. There is also a difference between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman cares about the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit. But she who is married cares about the things of the world—how she may please her husband. This I say for your own benefit, not that I may ensnare you, but for that which is appropriate, and that you may attend to the Lord without distraction.

	 

	7:36   But if any man thinks that he is behaving inappropriately toward his virgin, if she is past the flower of her age, and if need so requires, let him do what he desires. He doesn't sin. Let them marry. But he who stands steadfast in his heart, having no urgency, but has power over his own will, and has determined in his own heart to keep his own virgin, does well. So then both he who gives his own virgin in marriage does well, and he who doesn't give her in marriage does better.

	 

	7:39   A wife is bound by law for as long as her husband lives; but if the husband is dead, she is free to be married to whomever she desires, only in the Lord. But she is happier if she stays as she is, in my judgment, and I think that I also have God's Spirit.

	 

	8:1 Knowledge and Love, One God, One Lord

	Now concerning things sacrificed to idols: We know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. But if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he doesn't yet know as he ought to know. But anyone who loves God is known by him.

	 

	8:4   Therefore concerning the eating of things sacrificed to idols, we know that no idol is anything in the world, and that there is no other God but one. For though there are things that are called "gods", whether in the heavens or on earth—as there are many "gods" and many "lords"— yet to us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and we live through him.

	 

	8:7  However, that knowledge isn't in all men. But some, with consciousness of an idol until now, eat as of a thing sacrificed to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. But food will not commend us to God. For neither, if we don't eat are we the worse, nor if we eat are we the better. But be careful that by no means does this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to the weak. 

	 

	8:10   For if a man sees you who have knowledge sitting in an idol's temple, won't his conscience, if he is weak, be emboldened to eat things sacrificed to idols? And through your knowledge, he who is weak perishes, the brother for whose sake Christ died. Thus, sinning against the brothers, and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will eat no meat forever more, that I don't cause my brother to stumble.

	 

	9:1 Paul's Rights as an Apostle

	Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Haven't I seen Jesus Christ, our Lord? Aren't you my work in the Lord? If to others I am not an apostle, yet at least I am to you; for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. My defence to those who examine me is this: Have we no right to eat and to drink? Have we no right to take along a wife who is a believer, even as the rest of the apostles, and the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas? Or have only Barnabas and I no right to not work? What soldier ever serves at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard, and doesn't eat of its fruit? Or who feeds a flock, and doesn't drink from the flock's milk?

	 

	9:8   Do I speak these things according to the ways of men? Or doesn't the law also say the same thing? For it is written in the law of Moses, "You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain." Is it for the oxen that God cares, or does he say it assuredly for our sake? Yes, it was written for our sake, because he who ploughs ought to plough in hope, and he who threshes in hope should partake of his hope. If we sowed to you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we reap your fleshly things? 

	 

	9:12  If others partake of this right over you, don't we yet more? Nevertheless we didn't use this right, but we bear all things, that we may cause no hindrance to the Good News of Christ. Don't you know that those who serve around sacred things eat from the things of the temple, and those who wait on the altar have their portion with the altar? Even so the Lord ordained that those who proclaim the Good News should live from the Good News.

	 

	9:15   But I have used none of these things, and I don't write these things that it may be done so in my case; for I would rather die, than that anyone should make my boasting void. For if I preach the Good News, I have nothing to boast about, for necessity is laid on me; but woe is to me if I don't preach the Good News. For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward. But if not of my own will, I have a stewardship entrusted to me. What then is my reward? That when I preach the Good News, I may present the Good News of Christ without charge, so as not to abuse my authority in the Good News.
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	Snippet of Truth        Paid But Not Greedy

	Paul makes the case clearly and without apology; those who preach the gospel have every right to make their living from the gospel. The worker deserves his wages just as the ox that treads the grain should not be muzzled. It is a principle rooted in fairness and Paul defends it robustly. Pastors, missionaries, church workers and evangelists, in giving their lives to gospel work, deserve to be supported. A church that expects full time ministry from people it does not pay is not being spiritual, it shows itself to be cheap.

	After expressing this, Paul then does something remarkable. He refuses to take money himself, not because the principle is wrong but because he will not give anyone grounds to accuse him of preaching for personal gain. He would rather work with his own hands than have the gospel tainted by the appearance of greed. That distinction has never been more relevant than today, yet it seems completely lost on so many in the current times.

	The spectacle of television evangelists living in mansions, with private jets, all built on the giving of ordinary believers to the church is shameful. African church leaders driving convoys of luxury vehicles through communities of crushing poverty, whilst their congregations sacrifice to fill the offering basket, is not a blessing, it is a scandal that causes the watching world to despise and mock the gospel. Paul's model was the opposite. He gave everything and took as little as possible. He considered the credibility of the message more important than his own comfort.
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	9:19   For though I was free from all, I brought myself under bondage to all, that I might gain the more. To the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain those who are under the law; to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law. To the weak I became as weak, that I might gain the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I may by all means save some. Now I do this for the sake of the Good News, that I may be a joint partaker of it.

	 

	9:24 Run to Win

	Don't you know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run like that, so that you may win. Every man who strives in the games exercises self-control in all things. Now they do it to receive a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible. I therefore run like that, not aimlessly. I fight like that, not beating the air, but I beat my body and bring it into submission, lest by any means, after I have preached to others, I myself should be disqualified.

	 

	10:1   Now I would not have you ignorant, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; and were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and all ate the same spiritual food; and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of a spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. However with most of them, God was not well pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness.

	 

	10:6   Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. Don't be idolaters, as some of them were. As it is written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play." Let's not commit sexual immorality, as some of them committed, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell. Let's not test Christ, as some of them tested, and perished by the serpents. Don't grumble, as some of them also grumbled, and perished by the destroyer. Now all these things happened to them by way of example, and they were written for our admonition, on whom the ends of the ages have come. Therefore let him who thinks he stands be careful that he doesn't fall.

	 

	10:13   No temptation has taken you except what is common to man. God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted above what you are able, but will with the temptation also make the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.

	 

	10:14 Flee Idolatry

	Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. I speak as to wise men. Judge what I say. The cup of blessing which we bless, isn't it a sharing of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, isn't it a sharing of the body of Christ? Because there is one loaf of bread, we, who are many, are one body; for we all partake of the one loaf of bread. Consider Israel according to the flesh. Don't those who eat the sacrifices participate in the altar?

	 

	10:19   What am I saying then? That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything? But I say that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I don't desire that you would have fellowship with demons. You can't both drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You can't both partake of the table of the Lord and of the table of demons. Or do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we stronger than he?

	 

	10:23   "All things are lawful for me," but not all things are profitable. "All things are lawful for me," but not all things build up. Let no one seek his own, but each one his neighbour’s good. Whatever is sold in the butcher shop, eat, asking no question for the sake of conscience, for "the earth is the Lord's, and its fullness." But if one of those who don't believe invites you to a meal, and you are inclined to go, eat whatever is set before you, asking no questions for the sake of conscience. 

	 

	10:28   But if anyone says to you, "This was offered to idols," don't eat it for the sake of the one who told you, and for the sake of conscience. For "the earth is the Lord's, with all its fullness." Conscience, I say, not your own, but the other's conscience. For why is my liberty judged by another conscience? If I partake with thankfulness, why am I denounced for something I give thanks for?

	 

	10:31   Whether therefore you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. Give no occasion for stumbling, whether to Jews, to Greeks, or to the assembly of God; even as I also please all men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of the many, that they may be saved.

	 

	11:1 Head Coverings in Worship

	Be imitators of me, even as I also am of Christ. Now I praise you, brothers, that you remember me in all things, and hold firm the traditions, even as I delivered them to you. But I would have you know that the head of every man is Christ, and the head of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God. Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, dishonours his head. But every woman praying or prophesying with her head uncovered dishonours her head. For it is one and the same thing as if she were shaved. 

	 

	11:6   For if a woman is not covered, let her hair also be cut off. But if it is shameful for a woman to have her hair cut off or be shaved, let her be covered. For a man indeed ought not to have his head covered, because he is the image and glory of God, but the woman is the glory of the man. For man is not from woman, but woman from man; for man wasn't created for the woman, but woman for the man. For this cause the woman ought to have authority over her own head, because of the angels.

	 

	11:11   Nevertheless, neither is the woman independent of the man, nor the man independent of the woman, in the Lord. For as woman came from man, so a man also comes through a woman; but all things are from God. Judge for yourselves. Is it appropriate that a woman pray to God unveiled? Doesn't even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, it is a dishonour to him? But if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to her, for her hair is given to her for a covering. But if any man seems to be contentious, we have no such custom, neither do God's assemblies.
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	Snippet of Truth      A Custom, Not a Command

	This passage has tied the church in knots for centuries. Entire denominations have built rules around it, others have dismissed it entirely. The debate about head coverings has generated more heat than almost any other practical question in Paul's letters.

	But look carefully at how Paul closes the discussion. He calls it a custom. And he says the churches of God have no such custom. Many Bible translations quietly insert the word "other" into that sentence – “no other such custom" – a single added word that completely reverses the meaning. That word is not in the original text. Without it Paul is clearly signalling that head covering is not an established ordinance of the church.

	So why does he spend so long on it?

	It is because he opens by telling the Corinthians to hold firm to the traditions he had passed on to them. Head covering was a tradition, a cultural practice carrying real meaning about honour, dignity and order in that specific context. Paul's point is not that everyone must do it. His point is that if you are going to keep the tradition, understand what it means and do it properly. Don't perform a custom you don't understand or treat it as something it was never meant to be.

	This is Paul the careful teacher at work. He is not legislating a dress code for every church in every culture for all time. He is bringing order and understanding to a then practice some were performing without thinking and others were abandoning without understanding. Context matters, therefore, we need to always read how Paul finishes a topic, not just how he started it.
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	11:17 Abuses at the Lord's Supper

	But in giving you this command I don't praise you, because you come together not for the better but for the worse. For first of all, when you come together in the assembly, I hear that divisions exist among you, and I partly believe it. For there also must be factions among you, that those who are approved may be revealed among you. 

	 

	11:20   When therefore you assemble yourselves together, it is not the Lord's supper that you eat. For in your eating each one takes his own supper first. One is hungry, and another is drunken. What, don't you have houses to eat and to drink in? Or do you despise God's assembly and put them to shame who don't have enough? What shall I tell you? Shall I praise you? In this I don't praise you.

	 

	11:23   For I received from the Lord that which also I delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night in which he was betrayed took bread. When he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "Take, eat. This is my body, which is broken for you. Do this in memory of me." In the same way he also took the cup after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink, in memory of me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

	 

	11:27   Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks the Lord's cup in a way unworthy of the Lord will be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy way eats and drinks judgment to himself if he doesn't discern the Lord's body. For this cause many among you are weak and sickly, and not a few sleep. For if we discerned ourselves, we wouldn't be judged. But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the world. Therefore, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for one another. But if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, lest your coming together be for judgment. The rest I will set in order whenever I come.

	 

	12:1 Spiritual Gifts

	Now concerning spiritual things, brothers, I don't want you to be ignorant. You know that when you were heathen, you were led away to those mute idols, however you might be led. Therefore I make known to you that no man speaking by God's Spirit says, "Jesus is accursed." No one can say, "Jesus is Lord," but by the Holy Spirit.

	 

	12:4   Now there are various kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are various kinds of service, and the same Lord. There are various kinds of workings, but the same God who works all things in all. But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the profit of all. For to one is given through the Spirit the word of wisdom, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, and to another workings of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of languages, and to another the interpretation of languages. But the one and the same Spirit produces all of these, distributing to each one separately as he desires.

	 

	12:12   For as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, being many, are one body; so also is Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free; and were all given to drink into one Spirit.

	 

	12:14   For the body is not one member, but many. If the foot would say, "Because I'm not the hand, I'm not part of the body," it is not therefore not part of the body. If the ear would say, "Because I'm not the eye, I'm not part of the body," it's not therefore not part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the smelling be? 

	 

	12:18   But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body, just as he desired. If they were all one member, where would the body be? But now they are many members, but one body. The eye can't tell the hand, "I have no need for you," or again the head to the feet, "I have no need for you." No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 

	 

	12:23   Those parts of the body which we think to be less honourable, on those we bestow more abundant honour; and our unpresentable parts have more abundant modesty, while our presentable parts have no such need. But God composed the body together, giving more abundant honour to the inferior part, that there should be no division in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. When one member suffers, all the members suffer with it. When one member is honoured, all the members rejoice with it.

	 

	12:27 The Excellence of Love

	Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. God has set some in the assembly: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracle workers, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, and various kinds of languages. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all miracle workers? Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with various languages? Do all interpret? But earnestly desire the best gifts. Moreover, I show a most excellent way to you.

	 

	13:1   If I speak with the languages of men and of angels, but don't have love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but don't have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my goods to feed the poor, and if I give my body to be burned, but don't have love, it profits me nothing.

	 

	13:4   Love is patient and is kind. Love doesn't envy. Love doesn't brag, is not proud, doesn't behave itself inappropriately, doesn't seek its own way, is not provoked, takes no account of evil; doesn't rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.

	 

	13:8   Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will be done away with. Where there are various languages, they will cease. Where there is knowledge, it will be done away with. For we know in part and we prophesy in part; but when that which is complete has come, then that which is partial will be done away with. 

	 

	13:11   When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I felt as a child, I thought as a child. Now that I have become a man, I have put away childish things. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I will know fully, even as I was also fully known. But now faith, hope, and love remain—these three. The greatest of these is love.
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	Snippet of Truth      Love Is Not a Hallmark Card

	The world loves 1 Corinthians 13. It is frequently read at weddings by people who have, otherwise, never opened a Bible. It is printed on posters, stitched onto cushions and quoted by people who would never describe themselves as Christians. Love is patient, love is kind, love is longsuffering - everybody knows those words. What everybody quietly removes is the context.

	Paul did not write this as a romantic poem or a general life philosophy. He wrote it as a direct rebuke to a church that had every spiritual gift imaginable and was using all of them without love. The most spectacular gifts, other languages, prophecy, miraculous faith, count for absolutely nothing, Paul says, without love underneath them. Nothing. Not reduced in value. Not worth less. Worth nothing at all.

	The world has taken this chapter, stripped out the God who defines the love, stripped out the church context that makes it confrontational, and turned it into a sentimental reading that asks nothing of anyone. However, in its original setting, it is one of the most demanding passages in the New Testament. It does not describing a feeling, it is describing a daily, costly, deliberate choice to put other people first, inside the church, in real relationships, under real pressure.

	That kind of love does not end up on a greeting card. It is a sacrificial love that ends up on a cross.

	[image: Image]

	 

	14:1 Prophecy and Tongues

	Follow after love and earnestly desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. For he who speaks in another language speaks not to men, but to God, for no one understands, but in the Spirit he speaks mysteries. But he who prophesies speaks to men for their edification, exhortation, and consolation. He who speaks in another language edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the assembly. 

	 

	14:5   Now I desire to have you all speak with other languages, but even more that you would prophesy. For he is greater who prophesies than he who speaks with other languages, unless he interprets, that the assembly may be built up.

	 

	14:6   But now, brothers, if I come to you speaking with other languages, what would I profit you unless I speak to you either by way of revelation, or of knowledge, or of prophesying, or of teaching? Even lifeless things that make a sound, whether pipe or harp, if they didn't give a distinction in the sounds, how would it be known what is piped or harped? For if the trumpet gave an uncertain sound, who would prepare himself for war? 

	 

	14:9   So also you, unless you uttered by the tongue words easy to understand, how would it be known what is spoken? For you would be speaking into the air. There are, it may be, so many kinds of languages in the world, and none of them is without meaning. If then I don't know the meaning of the language, I would be to him who speaks a foreigner, and he who speaks would be a foreigner to me. So also you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, seek that you may abound to the building up of the assembly.

	 

	14:13   Therefore let him who speaks in another language pray that he may interpret. For if I pray in another language, my spirit prays, but my understanding is unfruitful. What should I do? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also. I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also. 

	 

	14:16   Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who fills the place of the unlearned say the "Amen" at your giving of thanks, seeing he doesn't know what you say? For you most certainly give thanks well, but the other person is not built up. I thank my God, I speak with other languages more than you all. However, in the assembly I would rather speak five words with my understanding, that I might instruct others also, than ten thousand words in another language.

	 

	14:20   Brothers, don't be children in thoughts, yet in malice be babies, but in thoughts be mature. In the law it is written, "By men of strange languages and by the lips of strangers I will speak to this people. They won't even listen to me that way, says the Lord." Therefore other languages are for a sign, not to those who believe, but to the unbelieving; but prophesying is for a sign, not to the unbelieving, but to those who believe. 

	 

	14:23   If therefore the whole assembly is assembled together and all speak with other languages, and unlearned or unbelieving people come in, won't they say that you are crazy? But if all prophesy, and someone unbelieving or unlearned comes in, he is reproved by all, and he is judged by all. And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed. So he will fall down on his face and worship God, declaring that God is among you indeed.
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	Snippet of Truth        Signs for a Season

	The gifts of other languages (often called “tongues” in other Bible versions), prophecy and miraculous signs dominate three full chapters of this letter and has also dominated church debate ever since. But tucked inside Paul's extended discussion are three textual clues that are easy to miss and impossible to ignore once you see them.

	First, Paul states plainly in chapter 13 that other languages will cease, prophecy will pass away and knowledge will be done away with. These are not permanent fixtures of church life. They have an expiry date built into the text itself.

	Second, the languages Paul refers to throughout chapter 14 are known human languages. He quotes directly from the Old Testament: “by men of strange languages and by the lips of strangers I will speak to this people.” This is not a private heavenly prayer language, it is a known language, consistent with what occurred at Pentecost when every person was so amazed to hear the gospel in their own tongue.

	Third, chapter 14 identifies both other languages and prophecy as signs. Signs by definition point to something and are not the destination. These gifts burst onto the scene in Acts as God authenticated the arrival of the New Covenant and established His church among both Jews and Gentiles. They served a specific and glorious purpose in that foundational season. Paul never says the gifts are unimportant, rather he says love outlasts them all.

	What those signs were pointing toward has now fully arrived. The New Covenant is established. The church is built and the complete written Word of God is in our hands. Every doctrine, every warning, every promise and every answer the church will ever need is contained within it. You have the Word. That is enough.
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	14:26 Orderly Worship

	What is it then, brothers? When you come together, each one of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has another language, or has an interpretation. Let all things be done to build each other up. If any man speaks in another language, let there be two, or at the most three, and in turn; and let one interpret. But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in the assembly, and let him speak to himself and to God. 

	 

	14:29   Let two or three of the prophets speak, and let the others discern. But if a revelation is made to another sitting by, let the first keep silent. For you all can prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be exhorted. The spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets, for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the assemblies of the saints. 

	 

	14:34   Let the wives be quiet in the assemblies, for it has not been permitted for them to be talking except in submission, as the law also says, if they desire to learn anything. "Let them ask their own husbands at home, for it is shameful for a wife to be talking in the assembly." What!? Was it from you that the word of God went out? Or did it come to you alone?

	 

	14:37   If any man thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize the things which I write to you, that they are the commandment of the Lord. But if anyone is ignorant, let him be ignorant. Therefore, brothers, desire earnestly to prophesy, and don't forbid speaking with other languages. Let all things be done decently and in order.

	 

	15:1 The Gospel Paul Preached

	Now I declare to you, brothers, the Good News which I preached to you, which also you received, in which you also stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold firmly the word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to over five hundred brothers at once, most of whom remain until now, but some have also fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all, as to the child born at the wrong time, he appeared to me also. 

	 

	15:9   For I am the least of the apostles, who is not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the assembly of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am. His grace which was given to me was not futile, but I worked more than all of them; yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. Whether then it is I or they, so we preach, and so you believed.

	 

	15:12   Now if Christ is preached, that he has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, neither has Christ been raised. If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith also is in vain. Yes, we are also found false witnesses of God, because we testified about God that he raised up Christ, whom he didn't raise up if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead aren't raised, neither has Christ been raised. If Christ has not been raised, your faith is vain; you are still in your sins. Then they also who are fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If we have only hoped in Christ in this life, we are of all men most pitiable.
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	Snippet of Truth           The Main Thing

	Every church has programs, most churches have personalities and many churches have vision statements along with branding, social media strategies and production values that would make a marketing agency proud.

	In contrast, Paul's summary of what the church is actually about fits into three lines. Christ died for our sins. He was buried. He was raised on the third day. That is the gospel. That is the non-negotiable centre around which everything else orbits. It is not the worship style, the building, the charisma of the lead pastor nor the community programs or the weekend experience. Those things may all have their place but the moment any of them becomes the “main thing,” the church has quietly lost its centre, its way.

	Paul makes the stakes explicit. Remove the resurrection and the preaching is empty, their faith is empty and everyone who believed is still lost in their sins. The church exists to declare one thing above everything else. Christ died, was buried and rose again. Keep that central in your life and church, for everything else is secondary.
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	15:20 Christ the First Fruits

	But now Christ has been raised from the dead. He became the first fruit of those who are asleep. For since death came by man, the resurrection of the dead also came by man. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then those who are Christ's at his coming. Then the end comes, when he will deliver up the Kingdom to God the Father, when he will have abolished all rule and all authority and power. 

	 

	15:25   For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy that will be abolished is death. For, "He put all things in subjection under his feet." But when he says, "All things are put in subjection", it is evident that he is excepted who subjected all things to him. When all things have been subjected to him, then the Son will also himself be subjected to him who subjected all things to him, that God may be all in all.

	 

	15:29   Or else what will they do who are baptized for the dead? If the dead aren't raised at all, why then are they baptized for the dead? Why do we also stand in jeopardy every hour? I affirm, by the boasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. If I fought with animals at Ephesus for human purposes, what does it profit me? If the dead are not raised, then "let's eat and drink, for tomorrow we die." Don't be deceived! "Evil companionships corrupt good morals." Wake up righteously and don't sin, for some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame.

	 

	15:35 The Resurrection Body

	But someone will say, "How are the dead raised?" and, "With what kind of body do they come?" You foolish one, that which you yourself sow is not made alive unless it dies. That which you sow, you don't sow the body that will be, but a bare grain, maybe of wheat, or of some other kind. But God gives it a body even as it pleased him, and to each seed a body of its own. 

	 

	15:39   All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one flesh of men, another flesh of animals, another of fish, and another of birds. There are also celestial bodies and terrestrial bodies; but the glory of the celestial differs from that of the terrestrial. There is one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for one star differs from another star in glory.

	 

	15:42   So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown perishable; it is raised imperishable. It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body and there is also a spiritual body. So also it is written, "The first man Adam became a living soul." The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 

	 

	15:46   However, that which is spiritual isn't first, but that which is natural, then that which is spiritual. The first man is of the earth, made of dust. The second man is the Lord from heaven. As is the one made of dust, such are those who are also made of dust; and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. As we have borne the image of those made of dust, let's also bear the image of the heavenly. Now I say this, brothers, that flesh and blood can't inherit God's Kingdom; neither does the perishable inherit imperishable.

	 

	15:51   Behold, I tell you a mystery. We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we will be changed. For this perishable body must become imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. 

	 

	15:54   But when this perishable body will have become imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then what is written will happen: "Death is swallowed up in victory." "Death, where is your sting? Hades, where is your victory?" The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the Lord's work, because you know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

	 

	16:1 Final Exhortations 

	Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I commanded the assemblies of Galatia, you do likewise. On the first day of every week, let each one of you save as he may prosper, that no collections are made when I come. When I arrive, I will send whoever you approve with letters to carry your gracious gift to Jerusalem. If it is appropriate for me to go also, they will go with me.
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	Snippet of Truth          Give It Some Thought

	Paul's instruction here is so practical it almost feels out of place at the end of a letter dealing with resurrection theology and spiritual gifts. His command was, on the first day of every week, let each one save and give as he may prosper. Plan it. Do it regularly. Do it proportionally to what you earn.

	This was not to be a last minute decision made when the offering basket arrived under your nose. Paul specifically said he does not want collections being scrambled together when he shows up. Giving to God's work is meant to be a deliberate, pre-planned act of worship, not an impulse response to emotional pressure.

	The giving here was not just for the local church, it was also for believers on the other side of the known world who were struggling. The church in Corinth was being asked to fund gospel work in places they would never personally see or benefit from. That is mature, outward looking generosity.

	This means it requires financial discipline to get there. You cannot give generously if your finances are a mess. Getting your spending under control, reducing the lifestyle creep that quietly absorbs everything you earn and deliberately setting aside what belongs to God before you spend the rest, that is not unspiritual. That is faithful stewardship. God's work locally and globally depends on God's people taking this seriously every single week, so it should not happen only at times when they feel like giving.
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	16:5   I will come to you when I have passed through Macedonia, for I am passing through Macedonia. But with you it may be that I will stay with you, or even winter with you, that you may send me on my journey wherever I go. For I do not wish to see you now in passing, but I hope to stay a while with you, if the Lord permits. But I will stay at Ephesus until Pentecost, for a great and effective door has opened to me, and there are many adversaries.

	 

	16:10   Now if Timothy comes, see that he is with you without fear, for he does the work of the Lord, as I also do. Therefore let no one despise him. But set him forward on his journey in peace, that he may come to me; for I expect him with the brothers. Now concerning Apollos the brother, I strongly urged him to come to you with the brothers, but it was not at all his desire to come now; but he will come when he has an opportunity.

	 

	16:13   Watch! Stand firm in the faith! Be courageous! Be strong! Let all that you do be done in love. Now I beg you, brothers—you know the house of Stephanas, that it is the first fruits of Achaia, and that they have set themselves to serve the saints— that you also be in subjection to such, and to everyone who helps in the work and labours. I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus; for that which was lacking on your part, they supplied. For they refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore acknowledge those who are like that.

	 

	16:19   The assemblies of Asia greet you. Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, together with the assembly that is in their house. All the brothers greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. This greeting is by me, Paul, with my own hand. If any man doesn't love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be cursed. Come, Lord! The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. My love to all of you in Christ Jesus. Amen.

	 

	 

	 

	 


 

	2ND CORINTHIANS

	 

	 

	If 1 Corinthians is Paul the church planter setting a struggling congregation straight, 2 Corinthians is Paul the man, more personal, more raw and more vulnerable than almost anywhere else in his letters.

	Paul wrote this letter around AD 56, most likely from Macedonia, after an anxious wait for news from Corinth. He had confronted the church hard in his first letter, and when his co-worker Titus finally arrived with word that the majority of the Corinthians had responded with genuine repentance, Paul's relief spills into almost every paragraph of what he writes next.

	Sadly though, not everything was resolved. A group of travelling preachers had moved into Corinth after Paul left, people he bluntly calls "false apostles," who were undermining his authority, questioning his credentials and winning influence in the church by boasting about their impressive résumés. Paul's response to them is unlike anything else he writes.

	Rather than matching their boasting with his own achievements, he boasts in his weaknesses. He lists his sufferings: beatings, shipwrecks, stonings, sleepless nights, constant danger, and presents them not as embarrassments but as evidence that the power at work in his ministry is God's, not his own. His most famous line comes here: "My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in weakness."

	2 Corinthians is the letter that strips away any idea that following God means a comfortable, successful, trouble-free life. Paul lived the opposite of that, and considered it a privilege to do so. For anyone who has ever wondered why the Christian life feels so hard, this letter was written for you.

	 


1:1 Greeting and Comfort in Suffering

	Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to the assembly of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints who are in the whole of Achaia: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, through the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 

	 

	1:5   For as the sufferings of Christ abound to us, even so our comfort also abounds through Christ. But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation. If we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer. Our hope for you is steadfast, knowing that, since you are partakers of the sufferings, so you are also of the comfort.

	 

	1:8   For we don't desire to have you uninformed, brothers, concerning our affliction which happened to us in Asia: that we were weighed down exceedingly, beyond our power, so much that we despaired even of life. Yes, we ourselves have had the sentence of death within ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead, who delivered us out of so great a death, and does deliver, on whom we have set our hope that he will also still deliver us, you also helping together on our behalf by your supplication; that, for the gift given to us by means of many, thanks may be given by many persons on your behalf.

	 

	1:12   For our boasting is this: the testimony of our conscience that in holiness and sincerity of God, not in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we behaved ourselves in the world, and more abundantly toward you. For we write no other things to you than what you read or even acknowledge, and I hope you will acknowledge to the end— as also you acknowledged us in part— that we are your boasting, even as you also are ours, in the day of our Lord Jesus.

	 

	1:15   In this confidence, I was determined to come first to you, that you might have a second benefit, and by you to pass into Macedonia, and again from Macedonia to come to you, and to be sent forward by you on my journey to Judea. When I therefore planned this, did I show fickleness? Or the things that I plan, do I plan according to the flesh, that with me there should be the "Yes, yes" and the "No, no?" But as God is faithful, our word toward you was not "Yes and no." 

	 

	1:19   For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us— by me, Silvanus, and Timothy— was not "Yes and no," but in him is "Yes." For however many are the promises of God, in him is the "Yes." Therefore also through him is the "Amen", to the glory of God through us. 

	 

	1:21   Now he who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, who also sealed us and gave us the down payment of the Spirit in our hearts. But I call God for a witness to my soul, that to spare you, I didn't come to Corinth. We don't control your faith, but are fellow workers with you for your joy. For you stand firm in faith.

	 

	2:1 Paul's Painful Letter

	But I determined this for myself, that I would not come to you again in sorrow. For if I make you grieve, then who will make me glad but he who is made to grieve by me? And I wrote this very thing to you, so that when I came, I wouldn't have sorrow from them of whom I ought to rejoice; having confidence in you all that my joy would be shared by all of you. For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you with many tears, not that you should be made to grieve, but that you might know the love that I have so abundantly for you.

	 

	2:5   But if any has caused sorrow, he has caused sorrow not to me, but in part (that I not press too heavily) to you all. This punishment which was inflicted by the many is sufficient for such a one; so that, on the contrary, you should rather forgive him and comfort him, lest by any means such a one should be swallowed up with his excessive sorrow. Therefore I beg you to confirm your love toward him. 
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	Snippet of Truth       Love That Tells the Truth

	There is a version of love that never expresses anything difficult. It agrees, encourages, affirms and smooths everything over. It mistakes conflict avoidance for kindness and silence for grace. It feels loving but, in reality, it is actually cowardice.

	Paul had to write a hard letter to the Corinthians. He tells them it cost him enormously, written with many tears, out of great anguish and distress of heart. He was not enjoying it. He was not writing from a position of cold detachment or self-righteous superiority, he was writing as someone who loved these people deeply and could not stay silent precisely because of that love.

	Real love sometimes has to convey words that hurts. The parent who never corrects a child is not being kind, they are being negligent. The friend who only ever tells you what you want to hear is not a true friend. The pastor who preaches around the hard truths to keep everyone feeling comfortable is not serving his congregation, he is failing them.

	Paul's relief when the Corinthians responded with genuine repentance is palpable. The tears were worth it. The discomfort of sending a hard letter produced something no amount of gentle affirmation ever could have, it brought real change in real people he genuinely loved. This is the model; to not be harsh for its own sake, not to have a contentious personality but to be willing, when it genuinely matters, to love someone enough to tell them the truth even knowing the truth will hurt. That kind of love is rare. It is also one of the most Christlike actions one person can do for another.
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	2:9   For to this end I also wrote, that I might know the proof of you, whether you are obedient in all things. Now I also forgive whomever you forgive anything. For if indeed I have forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one for your sakes in the presence of Christ, that no advantage may be gained over us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.

	 

	2:12   Now when I came to Troas for the Good News of Christ, and when a door was opened to me in the Lord, I had no relief for my spirit, because I didn't find Titus my brother, but taking my leave of them, I went out into Macedonia. Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and reveals through us the sweet aroma of his knowledge in every place. 

	 

	2:15   For we are a sweet aroma of Christ to God in those who are saved and in those who perish: to the one a stench from death to death, to the other a sweet aroma from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things? For we are not as so many, peddling the word of God. But as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God, we speak in Christ.

	 

	3:1   Are we beginning again to commend ourselves? Or do we need, as do some, letters of commendation to you or from you? You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men, being revealed that you are a letter of Christ, served by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tablets of stone, but in tablets that are hearts of flesh.

	 

	3:4   Such confidence we have through Christ toward God, not that we are sufficient of ourselves to account anything as from ourselves; but our sufficiency is from God, who also made us sufficient as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

	 

	3:7   But if the service of death, written engraved on stones, came with glory, so that the children of Israel could not look steadfastly on the face of Moses for the glory of his face, which was passing away, won't service of the Spirit be with much more glory? For if the service of condemnation has glory, the service of righteousness exceeds much more in glory. For most certainly that which has been made glorious has not been made glorious in this respect, by reason of the glory that surpasses. For if that which passes away was with glory, much more that which remains is in glory.

	 

	3:12   Having therefore such a hope, we use great boldness of speech, and not as Moses, who put a veil on his face so that the children of Israel wouldn't look steadfastly on the end of that which was passing away. But their minds were hardened, for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains, because in Christ it passes away. But to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart. 

	 

	3:16   But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with unveiled face seeing the glory of the Lord as in a mirror, are transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord, the Spirit.

	 

	4:1 The Light of the Gospel

	Therefore, seeing we have this ministry, even as we obtained mercy, we don't faint. But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by the manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 

	 

	4:3   Even if our Good News is veiled, it is veiled in those who are dying, in whom the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that the light of the Good News of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should not dawn on them. For we don't preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake, seeing it is God who said, "Light will shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

	 

	4:7   But we have this treasure in clay vessels, that the exceeding greatness of the power may be of God and not from ourselves. We are pressed on every side, yet not crushed; perplexed, yet not to despair; pursued, yet not forsaken; struck down, yet not destroyed; always carrying in the body the putting to death of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus may be revealed in our mortal flesh. So then death works in us, but life in you.

	 

	4:13   But having the same spirit of faith, according to that which is written, "I believed, and therefore I spoke." We also believe, and therefore we also speak, knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that the grace, being multiplied through the many, may cause the thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God.

	 

	4:16   Therefore we don't faint, but though our outward person is decaying, yet our inward person is renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is for the moment, works for us more and more exceedingly an eternal weight of glory, while we don't look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

	 

	5:1   For we know that if the earthly house of our tent is dissolved, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal, in the heavens. For most certainly in this we groan, longing to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, if indeed being clothed, we will not be found naked. For indeed we who are in this tent do groan, being burdened, not that we desire to be unclothed, but that we desire to be clothed, that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now he who made us for this very thing is God, who also gave to us the down payment of the Spirit.
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	Snippet of Truth        Cracked Pots and Power

	You can take heart in knowing you do not need to have it all together for God to use you. Clay pots were the most ordinary, disposable containers in the ancient world. Nobody admired the pot nor did anyone talk about the pot. The pot existed for one reason, to carry something valuable from one place to another. Paul looks at his own life, battered and pressured from every direction, then declares “that is exactly what I am,” and he meant it as a compliment to God, not a complaint about his circumstances.

	This is enormously freeing for anyone who has ever felt too broken, too ordinary or too damaged to be of any use to God. The treasure is not diminished by the condition of the container. The power that raised Jesus from the dead does not require an impressive vessel to operate through. It actually works better in someone who has stopped pretending they have it all together.

	Pressed but not crushed. Perplexed but not despairing. Struck down but not destroyed. That is not a description of someone barely surviving the trials of life, it describes someone supernaturally sustained, ordinary on the outside, extraordinary on the inside. 

	Whatever you are carrying right now, whatever pressure you are under, whatever has cracked you open, you are still standing because God's power is at work in you, not your own. The cracks in the clay are not the problem, for they are the exact places where the light gets out.
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	5:6 Walk by Faith, Not by Sight

	Therefore we are always confident and know that while we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord; for we walk by faith, not by sight. We are courageous, I say, and are willing rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord. Therefore also we make it our aim, whether at home or absent, to be well pleasing to him. For we must all be revealed before the judgment seat of Christ that each one may receive the things in the body according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

	 

	5:11    Knowing therefore the fear of the Lord, we persuade men, but we are revealed to God, and I hope that we are revealed also in your consciences. For we are not commending ourselves to you again, but speak as giving you occasion of boasting on our behalf, that you may have something to answer those who boast in appearance and not in heart. 

	 

	5:13   For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God. Or if we are of sober mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ compels us; because we judge thus: that one died for all, therefore all died. He died for all, that those who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who for their sakes died and rose again.

	 

	5:16   Therefore we know no one according to the flesh from now on. Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know him so no more. Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things have passed away. Behold, all things have become new. But all things are of God, who reconciled us to himself through Jesus Christ, and gave to us the ministry of reconciliation; namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their trespasses, and having committed to us the word of reconciliation.

	 

	5:20   We are therefore ambassadors on behalf of Christ, as though God were entreating by us: we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For him who knew no sin he made to be sin on our behalf, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

	 

	6:1 Now is the Day of Salvation

	Working together, we entreat also that you do not receive the grace of God in vain. For he says, "At an acceptable time I listened to you. In a day of salvation I helped you." Behold, now is the acceptable time. Behold, now is the day of salvation. 
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	Snippet of Truth             Don't Wait

	There is a conversation millions of people are quietly having with themselves: One day I will sort out my relationship with God. When things settle down. When I am older. When I have got certain things out of my system. When I have lived a little and am ready.

	Paul cuts straight through all of it with four words, “Now is the day.” Not eventually. Not when circumstances improve or life slows down or you feel more prepared. The acceptable time that Paul quotes from Isaiah is not a future moment you are moving toward, it is the present moment you are standing in right now.

	This is one of the most urgent verses in the entire New Testament and it is still a call to  urgency. Grace is being offered. The door is open. The help of God is available right now to anyone who will come to Him and receive it.

	The danger of tomorrow is that it is not guaranteed, we may only have today. The habit of postponing a response to God has a way of hardening quietly into a permanent delay. You are reading this today. Today is the day. Don't wait.
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	6:3   We give no occasion of stumbling in anything, that our service may not be blamed, but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God: in great endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, in beatings, in imprisonments, in riots, in labours, in watchings, in fastings, in pureness, in knowledge, in perseverance, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in sincere love, in the word of truth, in the power of God, by the armour of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, by glory and dishonour, by evil report and good report, as deceivers and yet true, as unknown and yet well known, as dying and behold—we live, as punished and not killed, as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having nothing and yet possessing all things.

	 

	6:11   Our mouth is open to you, Corinthians. Our heart is enlarged. You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted by your own affections. Now in return—I speak as to my children—you also open your hearts.

	 

	6:14 Do Not Be Unequally Yoked

	Don't be unequally yoked with unbelievers, for what fellowship do righteousness and iniquity have? Or what fellowship does light have with darkness? What agreement does Christ have with Belial? Or what portion does a believer have with an unbeliever? What agreement does a temple of God have with idols? For you are a temple of the living God. Even as God said, "I will dwell in them and walk in them. I will be their God and they will be my people." Therefore "'Come out from among them, and be separate,' says the Lord. 'Touch no unclean thing. I will receive you. I will be to you a Father. You will be to me sons and daughters,' says the Lord Almighty."
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	S Snippet of Truth       Who Are You Tied To?

	The image Paul uses here is taken straight from farming. Two animals yoked together must pull in the same direction. If they are mismatched in strength, size or temperament the whole thing breaks down. Nothing gets ploughed, instead, everything becomes a vain struggle.

	Most people apply this verse exclusively to marriage and yes, it absolutely applies there, choosing a life partner who does not share your faith is one of the most consequential decisions a believer can make. Paul's warning could not be clearer,  you cannot build a God-centred marriage pulling in opposite directions.

	This principle also applies wider than the wedding aisle. Business partnerships built on incompatible values will eventually pull apart at exactly the wrong moment. Property deals and financial arrangements, with people whose ethics and priorities are fundamentally different from yours, will create pressures and compromise you in ways you could not anticipate when you signed the agreement. The yoke does not care whether it is a marriage certificate or a business contract, if you are tied to someone pulling in a different direction, you will feel the impact of it.

	None of this means believers cannot work alongside, befriend or do ordinary transactions with unbelievers. Paul is talking here about binding agreements, those that lock you together and force joint decisions over an extended period. Before you sign anything that ties you to another person long term, the question is worth asking, “Which direction are they pulling?”
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	7:1   Having therefore these promises, beloved, let's cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. Open your hearts to us. We wronged no one. We corrupted no one. We took advantage of no one. I say this not to condemn you, for I have said before that you are in our hearts to die together and live together. Great is my boldness of speech toward you. Great is my boasting on your behalf. I am filled with comfort. I overflow with joy in all our affliction.

	 

	7:5   For even when we had come into Macedonia, our flesh had no relief, but we were afflicted on every side. Fightings were outside. Fear was inside. Nevertheless, he who comforts the lowly, God, comforted us by the coming of Titus, and not by his coming only, but also by the comfort with which he was comforted in you while he told us of your longing, your mourning, and your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced still more.

	 

	7:8 Godly Sorrow Brings Repentance

	For though I grieved you with my letter, I do not regret it, though I did regret it. For I see that my letter made you grieve, though just for a while. I now rejoice, not that you were grieved, but that you were grieved to repentance. For you were grieved in a godly way, that you might suffer loss by us in nothing. For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, which brings no regret. But the sorrow of the world produces death. 

	 

	7:11   For behold, this same thing, that you were grieved in a godly way, what earnest care it worked in you. Yes, what defence, indignation, fear, longing, zeal, and vindication! In everything you demonstrated yourselves to be pure in the matter. So although I wrote to you, I wrote not for his cause that did the wrong, nor for his cause that suffered the wrong, but that your earnest care for us might be revealed in you in the sight of God. 

	 

	7:13   Therefore we have been comforted. In our comfort we rejoiced the more exceedingly for the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you all. For if in anything I have boasted to him on your behalf, I was not disappointed. But as we spoke all things to you in truth, so our glorying also which I made before Titus was found to be truth. His affection is more abundantly toward you, while he remembers all of your obedience, how with fear and trembling you received him. I rejoice that in everything I am confident concerning you.

	 

	8:1 The Generosity of the Macedonians

	Moreover, brothers, we make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the assemblies of Macedonia, how in a severe ordeal of affliction, the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded to the riches of their generosity. For according to their power, I testify, yes and beyond their power, they gave of their own accord, begging us with much entreaty to receive this grace and the fellowship in the service to the saints. 

	 

	8:5   This was not as we had expected, but first they gave their own selves to the Lord, and to us through the will of God. So we urged Titus, that as he had made a beginning before, so he would also complete in you this grace. But as you abound in everything—in faith, utterance, knowledge, all earnestness, and in your love to us—see that you also abound in this grace.

	 

	8:8   I speak not by way of commandment, but as proving through the earnestness of others the sincerity also of your love. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that you through his poverty might become rich. I give advice in this: it is expedient for you who were the first to start a year ago, not only to do, but also to be willing. But now complete the doing also, that as there was the readiness to be willing, so there may be the completion also out of your ability. 

	 

	8:12   For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what you have, not according to what you don't have. For this is not that others may be eased and you distressed, but for equality. Your abundance at this present time supplies their lack, that their abundance also may become a supply for your lack, that there may be equality. As it is written, "He who gathered much had nothing left over, and he who gathered little had no lack."

	 

	8:16   But thanks be to God, who puts the same earnest care for you into the heart of Titus. For he indeed accepted our exhortation, but being himself very earnest, he went out to you of his own accord. We have sent together with him the brother whose praise in the Good News is known throughout all the assemblies. Not only so, but he was also appointed by the assemblies to travel with us in this grace, which is served by us to the glory of the Lord himself, and to show our readiness. We are avoiding this, that any man should blame us concerning this abundance which is administered by us. 

	 

	8:21   Having regard for honourable things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men. We have sent with them our brother whom we have many times proved earnest in many things, but now much more earnest, by reason of the great confidence which he has in you. As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker for you. As for our brothers, they are the apostles of the assemblies, the glory of Christ. Therefore show the proof of your love to them before the assemblies, and of our boasting on your behalf.

	 

	9:1 Be Ready in Your Giving

	It is indeed unnecessary for me to write to you concerning the service to the saints, for I know your readiness, of which I boast on your behalf to those of Macedonia, that Achaia has been prepared for the past year. Your zeal has stirred up very many of them. But I have sent the brothers so that our boasting on your behalf may not be in vain in this respect, that, just as I said, you may be prepared, lest by any means, if anyone from Macedonia comes there with me and finds you unprepared, we (to say nothing of you) would be disappointed in this confident boasting. 

	 

	9:5   I thought it necessary therefore to entreat the brothers that they would go before to you and arrange ahead of time the generous gift that you promised before, that the same might be ready as a matter of generosity, and not of greediness.

	 

	9:6   Remember this: he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly. He who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Let each man give according as he has determined in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, that you, always having all sufficiency in everything, may abound to every good work. As it is written, "He has scattered abroad. He has given to the poor. His righteousness remains forever." 

	 

	9:10   Now may he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, supply and multiply your seed for sowing, and increase the fruits of your righteousness, you being enriched in everything for all generosity, which produces thanksgiving to God through us. For this service of giving that you perform not only makes up for lack among the saints, but abounds also through much giving of thanks to God, seeing that through the proof given by this service, they glorify God for the obedience of your confession to the Good News of Christ and for the generosity of your contribution to them and to all, while they themselves also, with supplication on your behalf, yearn for you by reason of the exceeding grace of God in you. Now thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift!
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	Snippet of Truth    Something Bigger Than Yourself

	There is a particular joy that comes from being part of something you will never fully see with your own eyes.

	Imagine a small team of missionaries in a remote village in Papua New Guinea, translating scripture into a language that has never been written down, gathering a handful of new believers around God's word for the first time in their community's history. Thousands of kilometres away, a believer sitting in a comfortable suburb sends a monthly contribution to that ministry. They will probably never visit,  may never meet the people being reached but they are part of the work there, a genuinely, meaningfully part.

	Paul's point about generous giving is not an unrealistic abstract idea. Money sown into real gospel work produces real fruit in real lives, and that fruit is credited to everyone who contributed to making it possible. The missionaries on the ground and the believers at home are partners in the same harvest.

	This is different from funding a generic humanitarian project. Clean water and food relief are good things but they are not the gospel. Find a mission project that is unashamedly proclaiming Christ, church planting, involved in Bible translation and evangelism in unreached communities. Get to know the people doing the work. Follow their updates. Pray for them by name. Give consistently and cheerfully. You are not just sending money, you are sowing seed into eternal ground. Know that the God who multiplies the seed to the sower keeps very careful track of every grain.
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	10:1 Paul Defends His Ministry

	Now I Paul, myself, entreat you by the humility and gentleness of Christ, I who in your presence am lowly among you, but being absent am bold toward you. Yes, I beg you that I may not, when present, show courage with the confidence with which I intend to be bold against some, who consider us to be walking according to the flesh. 

	 

	10:3   For though we walk in the flesh, we don't wage war according to the flesh; for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but mighty before God to the throwing down of strongholds, throwing down imaginations and every high thing that is exalted against the knowledge of God and bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, and being in readiness to avenge all disobedience when your obedience is made full.

	 

	10:7   Do you look at things only as they appear in front of your face? If anyone trusts in himself that he is Christ's, let him consider this again with himself, that even as he is Christ's, so we also are Christ's. For even if I boast somewhat abundantly concerning our authority, which the Lord gave for building you up and not for casting you down, I will not be ashamed, that I may not seem as if I desire to terrify you by my letters. For, "His letters", they say, "are weighty and strong, but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech is despised." Let such a person consider this, that what we are in word by letters when we are absent, such are we also in deed when we are present.

	 

	10:12   For we are not bold to number or compare ourselves with some of those who commend themselves. But they themselves, measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves with themselves, are without understanding. But we will not boast beyond proper limits, but within the boundaries with which God appointed to us, which reach even to you. 

	 

	10:14   For we don't stretch ourselves too much, as though we didn't reach to you. For we came even as far as to you with the Good News of Christ, not boasting beyond proper limits in other men's labours, but having hope that as your faith grows, we will be abundantly enlarged by you in our sphere of influence, so as to preach the Good News even to the parts beyond you, not to boast in what someone else has already done. But "he who boasts, let him boast in the Lord." For it isn't he who commends himself who is approved, but whom the Lord commends.

	 

	11:1 Paul's Concern for the Church

	I wish that you would bear with me in a little foolishness, but indeed you do bear with me. For I am jealous over you with a godly jealousy. For I promised you in marriage to one husband, that I might present you as a pure virgin to Christ. But I am afraid that somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve in his craftiness, so your minds might be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 

	 

	11:4   For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we didn't preach, or if you receive a different spirit which you didn't receive, or a different "good news" which you didn't accept, you put up with that well enough. For I reckon that I am not at all behind the very best apostles. But though I am unskilled in speech, yet I am not unskilled in knowledge. No, in every way we have been revealed to you in all things.

	 

	11:7   Or did I commit a sin in humbling myself that you might be exalted, because I preached to you God's Good News free of charge? I robbed other assemblies, taking wages from them that I might serve you. When I was present with you and was in need, I wasn't a burden on anyone, for the brothers, when they came from Macedonia, supplied the measure of my need. In everything I kept myself from being burdensome to you, and I will continue to do so. As the truth of Christ is in me, no one will stop me from this boasting in the regions of Achaia. Why? Because I don't love you? God knows.

	 

	11:12   But what I do, that I will continue to do, that I may cut off opportunity from those who desire an opportunity, that in which they boast, they may be recognized just like us. For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as Christ's apostles. And no wonder, for even Satan masquerades as an angel of light. It is no great thing therefore if his servants also masquerade as servants of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.

	 

	11:16 Paul's Foolish Boasting

	I say again, let no one think me foolish. But if so, yet receive me as foolish, that I also may boast a little. That which I speak, I don't speak according to the Lord, but as in foolishness, in this confidence of boasting. Seeing that many boast after the flesh, I will also boast. For you bear with the foolish gladly, being wise. For you bear with a man if he brings you into bondage, if he devours you, if he takes you captive, if he exalts himself, or if he strikes you on the face. 

	 

	11:21   To my shame, I speak as though we had been weak. Yet in whatever way anyone is bold (I speak in foolishness), I am bold also. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the offspring of Abraham? So am I. Are they servants of Christ? (I speak as one beside himself.) I am more so: in labours more abundantly, in prisons more abundantly, in stripes above measure, and in deaths often.

	 

	11:24   Five times I received forty stripes minus one from the Jews. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I suffered shipwreck. I have been a night and a day in the deep. I have been in travels often, perils of rivers, perils of robbers, perils from my countrymen, perils from the Gentiles, perils in the city, perils in the wilderness, perils in the sea, perils among false brothers; in labour and travail, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, and in cold and nakedness. Besides those things that are outside, there is that which presses on me daily: anxiety for all the assemblies. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is caused to stumble, and I don't burn with indignation?

	 

	11:30   If I must boast, I will boast of the things that concern my weakness. The God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, he who is blessed forever more, knows that I don't lie. In Damascus the governor under King Aretas guarded the Damascenes' city, desiring to arrest me. I was let down in a basket through a window by the wall, and escaped his hands.

	 

	12:1   It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast, but I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who was caught up into the third heaven fourteen years ago—whether in the body, I don't know, or whether out of the body, I don't know; God knows. I know such a man (whether in the body, or outside of the body, I don't know; God knows), how he was caught up into Paradise and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except in my weaknesses. For if I would desire to boast, I will not be foolish; for I will speak the truth. But I refrain, so that no man may think more of me than that which he sees in me or hears from me. 
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	Snippet of Truth        Stand Your Ground

	Paul was not a man who enjoyed talking about himself. Everything in his character pushed toward pointing away from his own achievements and toward Christ. However, there are moments when silence in the face of false accusation is not humility, it is abandonment of the people depending on you and your reputation.

	The false apostles in Corinth were not just attacking Paul personally, they were also undermining the gospel he preached, along with destabilising a church he had planted at enormous personal cost. If Paul said nothing, the people he loved would be left at the mercy of teachers who were exploiting and controlling them,  leading them away from the truth. So he speaks out, reluctantly, uncomfortably, naming it as foolishness to have to defend himself.

	There are times in every believer's life when an unjust accusation cannot simply be absorbed in silence. When your integrity, your ministry or the wellbeing of people depending on you is genuinely at stake, defending yourself clearly and factually is not pride, it is the responsible thing to do. The key is motive. Paul was not defending his reputation. He was defending the gospel and protecting the church. That is always worth standing up for.

	[image: Image]

	 

	12:7 Paul's Thorn in the Flesh

	By reason of the exceeding greatness of the revelations, that I should not be exalted excessively, a thorn in the flesh was given to me: a messenger of Satan to torment me, that I should not be exalted excessively. Concerning this thing, I begged the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 

	 

	12:9   He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Most gladly therefore I will rather glory in my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest on me. Therefore I take pleasure in weaknesses, in injuries, in necessities, in persecutions, and in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then am I strong.
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	Snippet of Truth          When God Says No

	This is one of the most honest and uncomfortable passages in the entire New Testament. The man who had seen miraculous healings, who had been caught up to the third heaven, who had experienced the power of God in extraordinary ways, could not get God to remove his own affliction. He asked three times, and each time God’s answer was no.

	We do not know exactly what his “thorn in the flesh” was. What we do know is that it was genuinely painful and persistent, and genuinely from God's hand despite being described as a messenger of Satan. God was using it. That is the uncomfortable reality that much of modern Christianity has tried hard to avoid. There is a strand of teaching today that insists healing is always available, always God's will, always just a matter of sufficient faith and forceful prayer. Name it, claim it, rebuke the affliction, stand against the enemy. This is incorrect teaching. Paul tried that and God said no.

	Miracles are miracles precisely because they are rare. If healing happened every time someone prayed with enough faith, it would not be miraculous, it would simply be a formula, and God is not a formula. What this passage makes clear is that God is far more interested in what suffering produces in us, and how we get through it, than in simply removing it. The thorn that Paul begged to have removed became the very thing that kept him humble, dependent and open to a power that was clearly not his own.

	God's grace being sufficient does not mean the pain disappears. It means the pain does not win, which is a harder truth than instant healing. We learn that the Lord walks with us all the way to glory.
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	12:11   I have become foolish in boasting. You compelled me, for I ought to have been commended by you, for I am in no way inferior to the very best apostles, though I am nothing. Truly the signs of an apostle were worked among you in all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty works. For what is there in which you were made inferior to the rest of the assemblies, unless it is that I myself was not a burden to you? Forgive me this wrong!

	 

	12:14 Paul's Concern for the Corinthians

	Behold, this is the third time I am ready to come to you, and I will not be a burden to you; for I seek not your possessions, but you. For the children ought not to save up for the parents, but the parents for the children. I will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls. If I love you more abundantly, am I loved the less? 

	 

	12:16   Even so, I myself didn't burden you. But you might say that being crafty, I caught you with deception. Did I take advantage of you by anyone of those whom I have sent to you? I exhorted Titus, and I sent the brother with him. Did Titus take any advantage of you? Didn't we walk in the same spirit? Didn't we walk in the same steps?

	 

	12:19   Again, do you think that we are excusing ourselves to you? In the sight of God we speak in Christ. But all things, beloved, are for your edifying. For I am afraid that perhaps when I come, I might find you not the way I want to, and that I might be found by you as you don't desire, that perhaps there would be strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, factions, slander, whisperings, proud thoughts, or riots, that again when I come my God would humble me before you, and I would mourn for many of those who have sinned before now, and not repented of the uncleanness, sexual immorality, and lustfulness which they committed.

	 

	13:1 Paul's Final Warning

	This is the third time I am coming to you. "At the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established." I have warned previously, and I warn again, as when I was present the second time, so now, being absent, I write to those who have sinned before now and to all the rest that if I come again, I will not spare, seeing that you seek a proof of Christ who speaks in me who is not weak, but is powerful in you. For he was crucified through weakness, yet he lives through the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but we will live with him through the power of God toward you.

	 

	13:5   Examine your own selves, whether you are in the faith. Test your own selves. Or don't you know about your own selves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified. But I hope that you will know that we aren't disqualified. Now I pray to God that you do no evil; not that we may appear approved, but that you may do that which is honourable, though we may seem to have failed. 
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	Snippet of Truth      Are You the Real Deal?

	This is one of the most searching verses in Paul's letters and one of the least preached. Examine yourselves. Test yourselves. Make sure Christ is actually in you. Paul is not writing this to pagans or sceptics, he is writing it to people who were already attending church, participating in worship and considering themselves to be believers. He tells them to stop assuming and start examining.

	This is not a call to endless self-doubt or neurotic insecurity about salvation. Rather, it is a call to honest self-assessment. Is your faith real or is it inherited tradition, a cultural habit or Sunday attendance dressed up as Christianity? Is there genuine evidence of Christ at work in your life, in your character, your lifestyle choices, your relationships, your response to difficulty and temptation?

	The most dangerous place in the world is not outside the church, it is inside it, with the posture of being completely comfortable, completely unexamined, assuming that proximity to the gospel is the same thing as possessing it. It never has been, so check yourself honestly. Are you the real deal? Answering that question is the most important fact you can know about yourself. 
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	13:8   For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth. For we rejoice when we are weak and you are strong. We also pray for this: your becoming perfect. For this cause I write these things while absent, that I may not deal sharply when present, according to the authority which the Lord gave me for building up and not for tearing down.

	 

	13:11   Finally, brothers, rejoice! Be perfected. Be comforted. Be of the same mind. Live in peace, and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, God's love, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.

	 

	 

	 

	 


 

	GALATIANS

	 

	 

	Some letters are written calmly and carefully. Galatians is not one of them.

	Paul wrote this letter in a state of genuine alarm. The churches he had planted in the region of Galatia, in what is now modern Turkey, were being targeted by a group of teachers insisting that faith in Jesus was not enough. To be truly saved, they argued, Gentile believers needed to be circumcised and keep the Jewish law. Paul's response is the most urgent and confrontational letter he ever wrote.

	He doesn't open with his usual words of thanksgiving. He goes straight for the issue. What these teachers are promoting, he says, is not a variation of the gospel, it is a different gospel entirely. He then spends the rest of the letter proving why. Galatians was most likely written in the early to mid-AD 50s, making it one of Paul's earliest letters. It was addressed to a group of churches rather than a single congregation, which tells you something about how widespread the problem had become.

	The argument Paul builds is both personal and theological. He starts with his own story, his dramatic conversion, his apostolic independence and also, his public confrontation with the Apostle Peter over the same issue. Then he digs into Abraham's story to show that justification by faith was always God's requirement, long before the law ever arrived. The freedom Christ won, Paul insists, is real freedom, not a licence to do whatever you want but liberation from the impossible burden of trying to earn what can only be received as a God-given gift.

	Galatians is short, sharp and absolutely uncompromising. It was written for churches under pressure to trade grace for religion, a  pressure that has never gone away as men still try to insist on grace plus some type of works.

	 


1:1 Greeting

	Paul, an apostle—not from men, nor through man, but through Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the dead— and all the brothers who are with me, to the assemblies of Galatia: Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us out of this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father— to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

	 

	1:6 No Other Gospel

	I marvel that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ to a different "good news", but there isn't another "good news." Only there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the Good News of Christ. But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you any "good news" other than that which we preached to you, let him be cursed. As we have said before, so I now say again: if any man preaches to you any "good news" other than that which you received, let him be cursed. For am I now seeking the favour of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? For if I were still pleasing men, I wouldn't be a servant of Christ.

	 

	1:11   But I make known to you, brothers, concerning the Good News which was preached by me, that it is not according to man. For I didn't receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came to me through revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my way of living in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the assembly of God and ravaged it. 
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	Snippet of Truth       One Gospel, No Additions

	Paul opens Galatians with a rebuke not usual for him, a curse. He declared if anyone preaches a gospel other than the one you received, even an angel from heaven, let them be condemned. He says it twice, just in case anybody misses it. This is not a minor issue Paul is willing to negotiate, this is the line not to be crossed.

	The Galatians were being told that faith in Christ was not quite enough. Circumcision needed to be added. The Jewish law needed to be layered on top. It was the gospel plus something else, and Paul says that the moment you add anything to the gospel, as a condition of salvation,  you no longer have the gospel at all.

	The same corruption shows up in every generation but it wears different clothing. A church that places its own traditions, sacraments and religious system between a person and direct access to God through Christ is adding to the gospel. A movement that produces its own scripture alongside the Bible, or replaces portions of it entirely to suit its founder's theology, has departed from it completely. A system that turns grace into a checklist of religious obligations has missed the entire point of what Christ came to do.

	The gospel does not need improving. It does not need supplementing. It does not need a human institution standing between the believer and their God. It is Christ Jesus plus nothing.
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	1:14   I advanced in the Jews' religion beyond many of my own age among my countrymen, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers. But when it was the good pleasure of God, who separated me from my mother's womb and called me through his grace, to reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I didn't immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia. Then I returned to Damascus.

	 

	1:18 Paul's Visit to Jerusalem

	Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Peter, and stayed with him fifteen days. But of the other apostles I saw no one except James, the Lord's brother. Now about the things which I write to you, behold, before God, I'm not lying. Then I came to the regions of Syria and Cilicia. I was still unknown by face to the assemblies of Judea which were in Christ, but they only heard, "He who once persecuted us now preaches the faith that he once tried to destroy." So they glorified God in me.

	 

	2:1   Then after a period of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus also with me. I went up by revelation, and I laid before them the Good News which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately before those who were respected, for fear that I might be running, or had run, in vain. But not even Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised. This was because of the false brothers secretly brought in, who stole in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage, to whom we gave no place in the way of subjection, not for an hour, that the truth of the Good News might continue with you. 

	 

	2:6   But from those who were reputed to be important—whatever they were, it makes no difference to me; God doesn't show partiality to man—they, I say, who were respected imparted nothing to me, but to the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the Good News for the uncircumcised, even as Peter with the Good News for the circumcised— for he who worked through Peter in the apostleship with the circumcised also worked through me with the Gentiles— and when they perceived the grace that was given to me, James and Cephas and John, those who were reputed to be pillars, gave to Barnabas and me the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcision. They only asked us to remember the poor—which very thing I was also zealous to do.

	 

	2:11 Paul Opposes Peter at Antioch

	But when Peter came to Antioch, I resisted him to his face, because he stood condemned. For before some people came from James, he ate with the Gentiles. But when they came, he drew back and separated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision. And the rest of the Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy. But when I saw that they didn't walk uprightly according to the truth of the Good News, I said to Peter before them all, "If you, being a Jew, live as the Gentiles do, and not as the Jews do, why do you compel the Gentiles to live as the Jews do?"

	 

	2:15   "We, being Jews by nature and not Gentile sinners, yet knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because no flesh will be justified by the works of the law. But if while we sought to be justified in Christ, we ourselves also were found sinners, is Christ a servant of sin? Certainly not! 

	 

	2:18   For if I build up again those things which I destroyed, I prove myself a law-breaker. For I through the law died to the law, that I might live to God. I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. That life which I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself up for me. I don't reject the grace of God. For if righteousness is through the law, then Christ died for nothing!"
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	Snippet of Truth        Not I Who Live, But Christ

	Peter was one of the inner circle, present at the transfiguration, first to declare Jesus as the Christ, the man who preached at Pentecost. If anyone should have known better, it was Peter, yet when pressure came he folded, quietly shuffling back to the Jewish table when certain people walked in. Not because his theology had changed but because he was afraid of what people would think.

	Paul confronted him publicly because the damage was public. Hypocrisy in a visible leader does not stay contained, it spreads, which it did here, pulling even Barnabas along with it. Paul does not stop at the confrontation, he also drives straight to the heart of the issue with one of the most powerful statements in all of Scripture, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.”

	This is the answer to every form of people-pleasing, social pressure and religious performance that pulls believers away from the simplicity of the gospel. The old self that needed approval, that feared the wrong crowd, that quietly adjusted its behaviour based on who was watching, that self was nailed to the cross with Jesus.

	If that is true, and Paul says it is, then the question it puts to every reader is direct and uncomfortable. Who are you actually living for? Whose approval are you adjusting yourself to receive? Whose presence in the room changes how you behave? Show no partiality and do not add anything to the Gospel from the Law.
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	3:1 Faith or Works of the Law

	Foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you not to obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was openly portrayed among you as crucified? I just want to learn this from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by hearing of faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now completed in the flesh? Did you suffer so many things in vain, if it is indeed in vain? 

	 

	3:5   He therefore who supplies the Spirit to you and does miracles among you, does he do it by the works of the law, or by hearing of faith? Even so, Abraham "believed God, and it was counted to him for righteousness." Know therefore that those who are of faith are children of Abraham. The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the Good News beforehand to Abraham, saying, "In you all the nations will be blessed." So then, those who are of faith are blessed with the faithful Abraham.

	 

	3:10   For as many as are of the works of the law are under a curse. For it is written, "Cursed is everyone who doesn't continue in all things that are written in the book of the law, to do them." Now that no man is justified by the law before God is evident, for, "The righteous will live by faith." The law is not of faith, but, "The man who does them will live by them." Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us. For it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree," that the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

	 

	3:15   Brothers, speaking of human terms, though it is only a man's covenant, yet when it has been confirmed, no one makes it void or adds to it. Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his offspring. He doesn't say, "To descendants", as of many, but as of one, "To your offspring", which is Christ. Now I say this: A covenant confirmed beforehand by God in Christ, the law, which came four hundred thirty years after, does not annul, so as to make the promise of no effect. For if the inheritance is of the law, it is no more of promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by promise.

	 

	3:19   Then why is there the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should come to whom the promise has been made. It was ordained through angels by the hand of a mediator. Now a mediator is not between one, but God is one. Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not! For if there had been a law given which could make alive, most certainly righteousness would have been of the law. But the Scripture imprisoned all things under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.

	 

	3:23 Children of God Through Faith

	But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, confined for the faith which should afterwards be revealed. So that the law has become our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. For you are all children of God, through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring and heirs according to promise.

	 

	4:1   But I say that so long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a bondservant, though he is lord of all, but is under guardians and stewards until the day appointed by the father. So we also, when we were children, were held in bondage under the elemental principles of the world. But when the fullness of the time came, God sent out his Son, born to a woman, born under the law, that he might redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as children. And because you are children, God sent out the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, "Abba, Father!" So you are no longer a bondservant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

	 

	4:8   However at that time, not knowing God, you were in bondage to those who by nature are not gods. But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, why do you turn back again to the weak and miserable elemental principles, to which you desire to be in bondage all over again? You observe days, months, seasons, and years. I am afraid for you, that I might have wasted my labour for you.
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	Snippet of Truth        Heirs, Every One of Us

	The “law” functioned like a strict guardian over a child: necessary, firm and designed to lead toward something greater than itself. It was never the destination, it was always pointing forward to the one who would fulfil it completely. And when Christ came, the temporary role of the law as guardian was finished.

	What Christ brings is not just forgiveness, it is adoption and not a partial or conditional adoption. Paul uses the image of a firstborn son receiving the full inheritance. In the ancient world the eldest son received everything. The entire estate. The full rights. The complete inheritance. That is the picture Paul is painting of every believer's position before God. We are not a distant relative with a minor share or a servant with limited access but a firstborn heir with full rights to everything the Father has. Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or female, the position before God's throne is identical. 

	This passage is sometimes pulled out of context to flatten every distinction between men and women in every area of church life. That is not what Paul is saying here and it is not what the rest of Scripture supports. Roles and responsibilities within the church and the family are addressed clearly elsewhere and remain meaningful.

	The context Paul is talking about here is one truth only, your standing and position before God. On that ground every distinction disappears completely. The newest believer and the most seasoned saint, the woman who cleans the church and the man who preaches from its pulpit, the former slave and the former aristocrat. All have one Father, one inheritance and are equal heirs, every single one.
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	4:12 Paul's Concern for the Galatians

	I beg you, brothers, become as I am, for I also have become as you are. You did me no wrong, but you know that because of weakness in the flesh I preached the Good News to you the first time. That which was a temptation to you in my flesh, you didn't despise nor reject; but you received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. What was the blessing you enjoyed? For I testify to you that, if possible, you would have plucked out your eyes and given them to me. 

	 

	4:16   So then, have I become your enemy by telling you the truth? They zealously seek you in no good way. No, they desire to alienate you, that you may seek them. But it is always good to be zealous in a good cause, and not only when I am present with you. My little children, of whom I am again in travail until Christ is formed in you— but I could wish to be present with you now, and to change my tone, for I am perplexed about you.

	 

	4:21   Tell me, you that desire to be under the law, don't you listen to the law? For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the servant, and one by the free woman. However, the son by the servant was born according to the flesh, but the son by the free woman was born through promise. These things contain an allegory, for these are two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children to bondage, which is Hagar. 

	 

	4:25   For this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answers to the Jerusalem that exists now, for she is in bondage with her children. But the Jerusalem that is above is free, which is the mother of us all. For it is written, "Rejoice, you barren who don't bear. Break out and shout, you who don't travail. For the desolate women have more children than her who has a husband." 

	 

	4:28   Now we, brothers, as Isaac was, are children of promise. But as then, he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is now. However, what does the Scripture say? "Throw out the servant and her son, for the son of the servant will not inherit with the son of the free woman." So then, brothers, we are not children of a servant, but of the free woman.

	 

	5:1 Freedom in Christ

	Stand firm therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and don't be entangled again with a yoke of bondage. Behold, I, Paul, tell you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will profit you nothing. Yes, I testify again to every man who receives circumcision that he is a debtor to do the whole law. You are alienated from Christ, you who desire to be justified by the law. You have fallen away from grace. For we through the Spirit, by faith wait for the hope of righteousness. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision amounts to anything, but faith working through love.

	 

	5:7   You were running well! Who interfered with you that you should not obey the truth? This persuasion is not from him who calls you. A little yeast grows through the whole lump. I have confidence toward you in the Lord that you will think no other way. But he who troubles you will bear his judgment, whoever he is. But I, brothers, if I still preach circumcision, why am I still persecuted? Then the stumbling block of the cross has been removed. I wish that those who disturb you would cut themselves off.

	 

	5:13   For you, brothers, were called for freedom. Only don't use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love be servants to one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word, in this: "You shall love your neighbour as yourself." But if you bite and devour one another, be careful that you don't consume one another.

	 

	5:16 Walk by the Spirit, The Fruit of the Spirit

	But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you won't fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, that you may not do the things that you desire. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the deeds of the flesh are obvious, which are: adultery, sexual immorality, uncleanness, lustfulness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, strife, jealousies, outbursts of anger, rivalries, divisions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these; of which I forewarn you, even as I also forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit God's Kingdom.

	 

	5:22   But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh with its passions and lusts. If we live by the Spirit, let's also walk by the Spirit. Let's not become conceited, provoking one another, and envying one another.
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	Snippet of Truth       One Fruit, Not a Fruit Salad

	Most people picture the fruit of the Spirit as a bunch of different fruits hanging on a tree: love over here, joy on that branch, patience somewhere near the back. Pick the ones you like, work on the ones you are missing and collect the full bunch eventually. That is not what Paul is describing.

	He does not say fruits of the Spirit. He says fruit, singular. One entity, not nine separate qualities to be developed independently but a single integrated expression of the Spirit's presence in a life. Picture an orange that can’t be separated from its skin, its juice, its segments and its fragrance. You don’t receive the whole fruit if only given the skin or juice, it would be only a part, not wholly complete.

	This matters practically. A person who displays apparent joy but has no self-control is not showing Spirit fruit, they are showing personality. Someone else with outward gentleness but no genuine inner goodness is performing, not transforming.

	Real Spirit fruit is all of it together, produced by the same source, growing from the same root. You cannot manufacture it, you cultivate the soil. Stay close to Christ, walk in step with the Spiri, and the fruit will come as a natural result of that connection.
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	6:1   Brothers, even if a man is caught in some fault, you who are spiritual must restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, looking to yourself so that you also aren't tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. For if a man thinks himself to be something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. But let each man examine his own work, and then he will have reason to boast in himself, and not in someone else. For each man will bear his own burden. But let him who is taught in the word share all good things with him who teaches.

	 

	6:7 Boast Only in the Cross

	Don't be deceived. God is not mocked, for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption. But he who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. Let's not be weary in doing good, for we will reap in due season if we don't give up. So then, as we have opportunity, let's do what is good toward all men, and especially toward those who are of the household of the faith.

	 

	6:11   See with what large letters I write to you with my own hand. As many as desire to make a good impression in the flesh compel you to be circumcised, just so they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For even they who receive circumcision don't keep the law themselves, but they desire to have you circumcised, so that they may boast in your flesh. But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. For in Christ Jesus neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. As many as walk by this rule, peace and mercy be on them, and on God's Israel.

	 

	6:17   From now on, let no one cause me any trouble, for I bear the marks of the Lord Jesus branded on my body. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers. Amen.

	 

	 

	 

	 


 

	EPHESIANS

	 

	 

	If Galatians is a fire alarm, Ephesians is a cathedral. Same author, completely different atmosphere.

	Paul wrote this letter around AD 60-62 while under house arrest in Rome, one of four letters written during this period, often called the Prison Epistles. Ephesus was one of the most significant cities in the ancient world, home to the temple of Artemis, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, and a major centre of commerce and culture. Paul had spent more time in Ephesus than almost anywhere else on his missionary journeys, around three years, and the church there was one of the strongest he ever planted.

	Unlike his letters to Corinth or Galatia, this is not a crisis letter. There is no specific problem Paul is addressing in his writing, no false teaching to confront, no church fight to resolve. Ephesians is Paul at his most expansive, stepping back from the immediate pressures of church life to paint the biggest possible picture of what God has done in Christ and what that means for the people He has called together.

	The first three chapters are essentially one long act of worship. Paul unpacks the eternal purposes of God, chosen before the foundation of the world, redeemed through the blood of Christ, sealed by the Holy Spirit, raised up and seated with Christ in the heavenly places. The theology is breathtaking and inspiring in its scope.

	Then the letter pivots. Chapters four through six bring it all the way down to ground level, how the church lives together, how marriages and families function, how believers stand firm against spiritual opposition.

	Ephesians is the letter that shows you who you are in Christ before it tells you how to live. That order is more important than most people realise.

	 


1:1 Greeting, Blessing in Christ

	Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God, to the saints who are at Ephesus, and the faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

	 

	1:3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and without defect before him in love, having predestined us for adoption as children through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his desire, to the praise of the glory of his grace, by which he freely gave us favour in the Beloved.

	 

	1:7   In him we have our redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace which he made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he purposed in him to an administration of the fullness of the times, to sum up all things in Christ, the things in the heavens and the things on the earth, in him.

	 

	1:11   We were also assigned an inheritance in him, having been foreordained according to the purpose of him who does all things after the counsel of his will, to the end that we should be to the praise of his glory, we who had before hoped in Christ. In him you also, having heard the word of the truth, the Good News of your salvation—in whom, having also believed, you were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is a pledge of our inheritance, to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of his glory.
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	Snippet of Truth        The Riches and The Glory

	Paul opens Ephesians with one of the most breathtaking sentences in the entire Bible, a single continuous outpouring of worship that runs for twelve verses without stopping. Chosen before the foundation of the world. Adopted as sons. Redeemed through His blood. Forgiven. Sealed with the Holy Spirit. Made heirs of everything. He then prays that his readers would actually grasp the depth of what that means, because, apparently knowing it and truly understanding it are two entirely different things.

	The inheritance Paul is pointing toward is not a vague spiritual reward somewhere in the distant future. Jesus described it as a kingdom prepared before the foundation of the world. John saw it as a new heaven and a new earth where God himself dwells with his people, where every tear is wiped away, where death and mourning and pain are gone forever. Peter calls it an  imperishable, undefiled and unfading inheritance, kept in heaven for you.

	Noice the word is “kept,” meaning not at risk and not dependent on circumstances but already secured by the same power that raised Jesus from the dead. The Holy Spirit living in every believer right now is described as a deposit, a down payment guaranteeing everything still to come. What you have now is the guarantee, what is coming is the full inheritance. No eye has seen it, no mind can fully imagined it, but it is yours. Already. Completely. Forever.
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	1:15 Paul's Prayer for the Ephesians

	For this cause I also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which is among you and the love which you have toward all the saints, don't cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope of his calling, and what are the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.

	 

	1:19   And what is the exceeding greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to that working of the strength of his might which he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and made him to sit at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule, authority, power, dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age, but also in that which is to come.

	 

	1:22   He put all things in subjection under his feet, and gave him to be head over all things for the assembly, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

	 

	2:1 Alive in Christ

	You were made alive when you were dead in transgressions and sins, in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the children of disobedience. We also all once lived among them in the lusts of our flesh, doing the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.

	 

	2:4   But God, being rich in mercy, for his great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him, and made us to sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

	 

	2:8   For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, that no one would boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared before that we would walk in them.

	 

	2:11   Therefore remember that once you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called "uncircumcision" by that which is called "circumcision" (in the flesh, made by hands), that you were at that time separate from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of the promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

	 

	2:13   But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off are made near in the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who made both one, and broke down the middle wall of separation, having abolished in his flesh the hostility, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man of the two, making peace, and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, having killed the hostility through it.

	 

	2:17   He came and preached peace to you who were far off and to those who were near. For through him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and of the household of God, being built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the chief cornerstone; in whom the whole building, fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together for a habitation of God in the Spirit.

	 

	3:1 The Mystery of Christ Revealed

	For this cause I, Paul, am the prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles, if it is so that you have heard of the administration of that grace of God which was given me toward you, how that by revelation the mystery was made known to me, as I wrote before in few words, by which, when you read, you can perceive my understanding in the mystery of Christ, which in other generations was not made known to the children of men, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of his promise in Christ Jesus through the Good News.

	 

	3:7   Of which I was made a servant according to the gift of that grace of God which was given me according to the working of his power. To me, the very least of all saints, was this grace given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all men see what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God, who created all things through Jesus Christ, to the intent that now through the assembly the manifold wisdom of God might be made known to the principalities and the powers in the heavenly places, according to the eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.

	 

	3:12   In him we have boldness and access in confidence through our faith in him. Therefore I ask that you may not lose heart at my troubles for you, which are your glory.

	 

	3:14   For this cause, I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, that he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, that you may be strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inner person, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, to the end that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be strengthened to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and height and depth, and to know Christ's love which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
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	Snippet of Truth            Go Deeper

	Paul does not pray for the Ephesians to be comfortable, successful or free from difficulty. He drops to his knees and asks God for something far more significant, that they would become strengthened in their inner person, rooted deep in love and able to comprehend the full dimensions of something so vast it surpasses knowledge. This is not a prayer for beginners to stay at beginner level, his prayer is for believers to grow up in the faith.

	In the worldwide church, there is a version of Christian life that never moves past the basics. It displays the same simple truths, the same surface level understanding, the same entry point faith that never deepens in development. It is safe, comfortable and almost entirely useless for anyone wanting to genuinely understand what God is doing in history and where they fit in the story.

	Paul wants something completely different. He wants believers who have done the work, who have opened their Bibles with serious intent, who have wrestled with the deep currents of Scripture, who understand God's unfolding plan from Genesis to Revelation and can marvel at how every piece connects.

	This is knowledge that does not arrive without effort. It requires deliberate, sustained, humble study. Rightly dividing the Word means handling it carefully enough to know what it actually says rather than what you assumed it said. The width and length and height and depth of Christ's love is not a devotional sentiment, it is a vast territory waiting to be explored by anyone willing to go further than the shallows and learn how to swim.

	[image: Image]

	 

	 

	3:20   Now to him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, to him be the glory in the assembly and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

	 

	4:1 Walk Worthy of Your Calling

	I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to walk worthily of the calling with which you were called, with all lowliness and humility, with patience, bearing with one another in love, being eager to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, even as you also were called in one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in us all.

	 

	4:7   But to each one of us, the grace was given according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Therefore he says, "When he ascended on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts to people." Now this, "He ascended", what is it but that he also first descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.

	 

	4:11   He gave some to be apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, shepherds and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, to the work of serving, to the building up of the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a full grown man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.

	 

	4:14   That we may no longer be children, tossed back and forth and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in craftiness, after the wiles of error; but speaking truth in love, we may grow up in all things into him who is the head, Christ, from whom all the body, being fitted and knit together through that which every joint supplies, according to the working in measure of each individual part, makes the body increase to the building up of itself in love.

	 

	4:17 Put Off the Old, Put On the New

	This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind, being darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardening of their hearts. They, having become callous, gave themselves up to lust, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

	 

	4:20   But you didn't learn Christ that way, if indeed you heard him and were taught in him, even as truth is in Jesus: that you put away, as concerning your former way of life, the old man that grows corrupt after the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new man, who in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of truth.

	 

	4:25   Therefore, putting away falsehood, speak truth each one with his neighbour, for we are members of one another. "Be angry, and don't sin." Don't let the sun go down on your wrath, and don't give place to the devil. Let him who stole steal no more; but rather let him labour, producing with his hands something that is good, that he may have something to give to him who has need.

	 

	4:29   Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your mouth, but only what is good for building others up as the need may be, that it may give grace to those who hear. Don't grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, outcry, and slander be put away from you, with all malice. And be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving each other, just as God also in Christ forgave you.

	 

	5:1 Walk in Love, Light, Wisdom

	Be therefore imitators of God, as beloved children. Walk in love, even as Christ also loved us and gave himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling fragrance.

	 

	5:3   But sexual immorality, and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be mentioned among you, as becomes saints; nor filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not appropriate, but rather giving of thanks. Know this for sure, that no sexually immoral person, nor unclean person, nor covetous man (who is an idolater), has any inheritance in the Kingdom of Christ and God.

	 

	5:6   Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes on the children of disobedience. Therefore don't be partakers with them. For you were once darkness, but are now light in the Lord. Walk as children of light, for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth, proving what is well pleasing to the Lord. 

	 

	5:11   Have no fellowship with the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but rather even reprove them. For it is a shame even to speak of the things which are done by them in secret. But all things, when they are reproved, are revealed by the light, for everything that reveals is light. Therefore he says, "Awake, you who sleep, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."

	 

	5:15   Therefore watch carefully how you walk, not as unwise, but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore, don't be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. Don't be drunken with wine, in which is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs; singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; giving thanks always concerning all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father; subjecting yourselves to one another in the fear of Christ.

	 

	5:22 Wives and Husbands, Servants and Masters

	Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the assembly, being himself the Saviour of the body. But as the assembly is subject to Christ, so let the wives also be to their own husbands in everything.

	 

	5:25   Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the assembly and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that he might present the assembly to himself gloriously, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without defect.

	 

	5:28   Even so husbands also ought to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself. For no man ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as the Lord also does the assembly, because we are members of his body, of his flesh and bones. "For this cause a man will leave his father and mother and will be joined to his wife. Then the two will become one flesh." This mystery is great, but I speak concerning Christ and the assembly. Nevertheless each of you must also love his own wife even as himself; and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

	 

	6:1   Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. "Honour your father and mother," which is the first commandment with a promise: "that it may be well with you, and you may live long on the earth." You fathers, don't provoke your children to wrath, but nurture them in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

	 

	6:5   Servants, be obedient to those who according to the flesh are your masters, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as to Christ, not in the way of service only when eyes are on you, as men pleasers, but as servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, with good will doing service as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that whatever good thing each one does, he will receive the same good again from the Lord, whether he is bound or free. You masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with him.

	 

	6:10 The Armour of God

	Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against the powers, against the world's rulers of the darkness of this age, and against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore put on the whole armour of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

	 

	6:14   Stand therefore, having the utility belt of truth buckled around your waist, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having fitted your feet with the preparation of the Good News of peace, above all, taking up the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; with all prayer and requests, praying at all times in the Spirit, and being watchful to this end in all perseverance and requests for all the saints.
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	Snippet of Truth        Stand Your Ground

	The word that echoes through this passage like a drumbeat is not advance, attack or conquer, it is “stand.” Paul uses it four times in five verses. Having done all, stand. The entire purpose of the armour is not to charge the enemy's territory but to hold yours.

	That is a truth worth sitting with, for a great deal of modern spiritual warfare teaching goes far beyond what Paul actually says here. Binding Satan, pulling down strongholds over cities, confronting demonic powers directly, none of which appears anywhere in the New Testament letters. The consistent instruction from Romans through to Jude is defensive. Resist the devil and he will flee. Give no opportunity to the devil. Be sober and watchful. Stand firm. The posture is always the same, hold your ground and give no territory away.

	Jesus modelled this perfectly in the wilderness. When Satan came with three carefully targeted temptations, Jesus did not bind him or engage in prolonged spiritual combat. He stood. Every response was the same. It is written. The word of God held the line each time, until the enemy had nothing left and withdrew.

	Every piece of armour Paul describes exists for one purpose, keeping you exactly where you are supposed to be. Stand in truth, righteousness, the gospel, faith, salvation and the Word of God. Note that not a single piece is designed for charging forward. Every piece is designed for holding firm, so put it on and stay put, withstand the enemy, for that is your assignment.
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	6:19   Pray for me, that utterance may be given to me in opening my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the Good News, for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

	 

	6:21   But that you also may know my affairs, how I am doing, Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful servant in the Lord, will make known to you all things. I have sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know our state and that he may comfort your hearts. Peace be to the brothers, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ with incorruptible love. Amen.

	 

	 

	 


 

	PHILIPPIANS

	 

	 

	Of all the letters Paul ever wrote, Philippians is the warmest. There is no sharp rebuke here, no correction of major doctrinal error, no wrestling with church divisions. This is a letter between friends, between a man in chains and the people who loved him enough to send help when no one else did.

	Paul wrote from prison, most likely in Rome around AD 61-62, to the church he had planted in Philippi during his second missionary journey. Philippi was a Roman colony in Macedonia, a city proud of its Roman identity and military heritage. The church there was the first Paul established on European soil, born out of a remarkable series of events, a vision in the night, a riverside prayer meeting, a businesswoman named Lydia, and an earthquake that shook prison doors open wide.

	The Philippians had supported Paul financially more than once when other churches had not. This letter is in large part a thank you, but it is also something more, it is Paul's most personal statement of what it means to live for Christ. Written in chains, it speaks more about joy than almost anything else he ever wrote.

	The great lesson of Philippians is that joy is not a feeling that depends on circumstances. Instead, it manifests as a settled confidence that comes from knowing Christ, trusting God and keeping your eyes fixed on what is eternal rather than what is temporary. Paul had learned the secret of contentment, and now wanted to share this with others.

	 


1:1 Greeting and Thanksgiving

	Paul and Timothy, servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and servants: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

	 

	1:3   I thank my God whenever I remember you, always in every request of mine on behalf of you all, making my requests with joy, for your partnership in furtherance of the Good News from the first day until now; being confident of this very thing, that he who began a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. 

	 

	1:7   It is even right for me to think this way on behalf of all of you, because I have you in my heart, because both in my bonds and in the defence and confirmation of the Good News, you all are partakers with me of grace. For God is my witness, how I long after all of you in the tender mercies of Christ Jesus.

	 

	1:9   This I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense to the day of Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

	 

	1:12 Paul's Chains Advance the Gospel

	Now I desire to have you know, brothers, that the things which happened to me have turned out rather to the progress of the Good News, so that it became evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my bonds are in Christ, and that most of the brothers in the Lord, being confident through my bonds, are more abundantly bold to speak the word of God without fear. 

	 

	1:15   Some indeed preach Christ even out of envy and strife, and some also out of good will. The former insincerely preach Christ from selfish ambition, thinking that they add affliction to my chains; but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defence of the Good News.

	 

	1:18   What does it matter? Only that in every way, whether in pretence or in truth, Christ is proclaimed. I rejoice in this, yes, and will rejoice. For I know that this will turn out to my salvation through your prayers and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I will in no way be disappointed, but with all boldness, as always, now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.

	 

	1:21   For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live on in the flesh, this will bring fruit from my work; yet I don't know what I will choose. But I am hard pressed between the two, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. Yet to remain in the flesh is more needful for your sake. Having this confidence, I know that I will remain, yes, and remain with you all for your progress and joy in the faith, that your boasting may abound in Christ Jesus in me through my presence with you again.
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	Snippet of Truth         Torn Between Two Worlds

	Most people are afraid of dying. Paul was not. He had seen enough, experienced enough, and understood enough about what waited on the other side, that the prospect of departure from this earth was actually an attractive option. To be with Christ, he states flatly, is far better, not slightly better but FAR better.

	Many believers who have been through times of deep suffering, prolonged illness, or the accumulated weight of a long and difficult life, understand exactly what Paul is describing. The weariness felt is real, a longing for it to be all over, not due to weakness or lack of faith, just a genuine ache for the place you were made for.

	 Paul felt like that but does not act on that longing. He does not treat his own desire as the deciding factor. Life and death are in God's hands, not his, and as long as God keeps him breathing, there is Kingdom work to be done and people who need what he offers.

	This is the mature believer's settled position. There is no pretending this world is wonderful when it isn't, neither is there a rushing toward an exit from life that is not yours to choose. Instead, there is an acceptance, with open hands, of God's timing over life being perfect, knowing every day still given to you is a day He has declared useful. You may be tired and ready to go, but ready and released are two different things. Until God calls you home, you have a purpose. Stay useful. Stay present. Your  race is not finished until He declares it to be so.
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	1:27 Stand Firm in the Faith

	Only let your way of life be worthy of the Good News of Christ, that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your state, that you stand firm in one spirit, with one soul striving for the faith of the Good News; and in nothing frightened by the adversaries, which is for them a proof of destruction, but to you of salvation, and that from God. Because it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in him, but also to suffer on his behalf, having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me.

	 

	2:1   If therefore there is any exhortation in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any tender mercies and compassion, make my joy full by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind; doing nothing through rivalry or through conceit, but in humility, each counting others better than himself; each of you not just looking to his own things, but each of you also to the things of others.

	 

	2:5   Have this in your mind, which was also in Christ Jesus, who, existing in the form of God, didn't consider equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of men. 

	 

	2:8   And being found in human form, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point of death, yes, the death of the cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him, and gave to him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, those on earth, and those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

	 

	2:12 Work Out Your Salvation

	So then, my beloved, even as you have always obeyed, not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God who works in you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

	 

	2:14   Do all things without complaining and arguing, that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without defect in the middle of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you are seen as lights in the world, holding up the word of life, that I may have something to boast in the day of Christ that I didn't run in vain nor labour in vain. Yes, and if I am poured out on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. In the same way, you also should be glad and rejoice with me.
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	Snippet of Truth      Work It Out, Don't Work It Up

	This verse is sometimes misread as Paul telling believers to earn their salvation or contribute to it through effort and discipline. That is not what he is saying here. You cannot work salvation into yourself, you can only work out in your life what God has already placed within you. The difference is everything to free saving grace.

	God is already at work inside every genuine believer: shaping their desires, redirecting the will, producing character. Paul is not saying decide for yourself what your Christian life should look like and go build it. He is saying the salvation God placed in you has a shape, a direction and a purpose that is His, not yours, and your work is to let it express itself fully in how you actually live.

	This is why it comes with fear and trembling, not as in terror, but a sober, reverent awareness that you are not the architect of your own faith, God is. You did not design the salvation you received and you do not get to redesign it to suit your preferences or your culture. Your life in Christ will lead you to look like Christ and will take a shape of its own under the leading of the Spirit. That is what is being worked out, not your version of who you become, but His.
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	2:19   But I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered up when I know how you are doing. For I have no one else like-minded, who will truly care about you. For they all seek their own, not the things of Jesus Christ. But you know that he has proved himself. As a child serves a father, so he served with me in furtherance of the Good News. Therefore I hope to send him at once, as soon as I see how it will go with me. But I trust in the Lord that I myself also will come shortly.

	 

	2:25   But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker, fellow soldier, and your apostle and servant of my need, since he longed for you all, and was very troubled because you had heard that he was sick. For indeed he was sick nearly to death, but God had mercy on him, and not on him only, but on me also, that I might not have sorrow on sorrow. 

	 

	2:28   I have sent him therefore the more diligently, that when you see him again, you may rejoice, and that I may be the less sorrowful. Receive him therefore in the Lord with all joy, and hold such people in honour, because for the work of Christ he came near to death, risking his life to supply that which was lacking in your service toward me.

	 

	3:1 Beware of False Teachers

	Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not tiresome, but for you it is safe. Beware of the dogs; beware of the evil workers; beware of the false circumcision. For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh; though I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If any other man thinks that he has confidence in the flesh, I yet more: circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; concerning the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the assembly; concerning the righteousness which is in the law, found blameless.

	 

	3:7   However, I consider those things that were gain to me as a loss for Christ. Yes most certainly, and I count all things to be a loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord, for whom I suffered the loss of all things, and count them nothing but refuse, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own, that which is of the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith, that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, becoming conformed to his death, if by any means I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.

	 

	3:12   Not that I have already obtained, or am already made perfect; but I press on, that I may take hold of that for which also I was taken hold of by Christ Jesus. Brothers, I don't regard myself as yet having taken hold, but one thing I do: forgetting the things which are behind and stretching forward to the things which are before, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, think this way. If in anything you think otherwise, God will also reveal that to you. Nevertheless, to the extent that we have already attained, let's walk by the same rule. Let's be of the same mind.
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	Snippet of Truth       Who Are You Following?

	Everyone is following someone. The question is never whether you have an example for your life, it is whether the example you have chosen is worth following. The world offers no shortage of options. Social media serves up an endless stream of people worth admiring: successful, confident, wealthy, influential. Even inside the church, celebrity pastor culture means millions of believers are shaping their faith around a personality they have never met in their life, whose private life they know nothing about and whose influence is built more on a visual platform than proven character.

	Paul's instruction cuts straight through all of that. He encourages to follow those who walk faithfully in Christ, watch how they live, look for the fruit, not the numbers following or the public appearances. The fruit. Is there genuine love, genuine humility, genuine integrity between what they preach and how they live?

	A gifted communicator is not automatically a safe example. Popularity is not the same as godly, biblical faithfulness. Find the people whose steady, consistent walk with God has produced something real over years and decades. People who would still be following Christ if nobody was watching, follow those leaders.
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	3:17 Our Citizenship is in Heaven

	Brothers, be imitators together of me, and note those who walk this way, even as you have us for an example. For many walk, of whom I told you often, and now tell you even weeping, as the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is destruction, whose god is the belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who think about earthly things. For our citizenship is in heaven, from where we also wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will change the body of our humiliation to be conformed to the body of his glory, according to the working by which he is able even to subject all things to himself.

	 

	4:1   Therefore, my brothers, beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. I exhort Euodia, and I exhort Syntyche, to think the same way in the Lord. Yes, I beg you also, true partner, help these women, for they laboured with me in the Good News with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.

	 

	4:4   Rejoice in the Lord always! Again I will say, "Rejoice!" Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. In nothing be anxious, but in everything, by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus.

	 

	4:8   Finally, brothers, whatever things are true, whatever things are honourable, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report: if there is any virtue and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. Do the things which you learned, received, heard, and saw in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

	 

	4:10 Contentment and Generosity

	But I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your thought for me; in which you did indeed take thought, but you lacked opportunity. Not that I speak because of lack, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content in it. I know how to be humbled, and I also know how to abound. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret both to be filled and to be hungry, both to abound and to be in need. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
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	Snippet of Truth     A Verse Misquoted Out of Context

	“I can do all things through Christ.” This verse gets put on sportswear, motivational posters and Instagram graphics. Athletes quote it before competitions and entrepreneurs quote it before a product launch. It has become the go-to Christian phrase for anyone wanting divine backing for their personal ambitions.

	Context matters. Always. Paul wrote these words from prison. He was not talking about winning, he was talking about surviving, about learning to be content whether he had plenty or nothing, whether he was free or locked up, whether celebrated or facing execution. The all things he can do through Christ is not a blank cheque for physical achievement or material success, it is the supernatural ability to remain spiritually steady and genuinely content in circumstances that would break most people completely.

	This is an entirely spiritual statement covering an entirely spiritual capacity. For the believer today it means you can face job loss with dignity, you can endure illness without bitterness, you can walk through seasons of lack without losing your faith or your character. You can abound without arrogance and suffer without despair. You can do these, not because you are strong enough but because Christ in you is sufficient for whatever the day brings. That is the true meaning, the inspiring strength behind this verse.
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	4:14   However you did well that you shared in my affliction. You yourselves also know, you Philippians, that in the beginning of the Good News, when I departed from Macedonia, no assembly shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you only. For even in Thessalonica you sent once and again to my need. Not that I seek for the gift, but I seek for the fruit that increases to your account. 

	 

	4:18   But I have all things and abound. I am filled, having received from Epaphroditus the things that came from you, a sweet-smelling fragrance, an acceptable and well-pleasing sacrifice to God. My God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever! Amen.

	 

	4:21   Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who are with me greet you. All the saints greet you, especially those who are of Caesar's household. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

	That completes Philippians! Ready for Colossians whenever you are.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 


 

	COLOSSIANS

	 

	 

	Paul never visited Colossae. That fact makes this letter all the more remarkable. He is writing to a church he has never seen, in a city he has never walked through, to people he has never met face to face, and yet he writes with the full authority and affection of a father.

	The church at Colossae had been founded by Epaphras, one of Paul's co-workers, most likely during Paul's long stay in Ephesus. When Epaphras visited Paul in his Roman prison around AD 61-62, he brought concerning news. A dangerous teaching had begun to creep into the Colossian church, a mixture of Jewish ritual, angel worship and human philosophy that was quietly pulling believers away from the all sufficiency of Christ.

	Paul's response is one of the most magnificent statements about Jesus Christ in the entire New Testament. Christ is the image of the invisible God. All things were created through Him and for Him. In Him all the fullness of God dwells bodily. 

	Against any teaching that would reduce Christ to only one spiritual power among many, Paul sets the record straight with absolute clarity: Christ is supreme over everything, and in Him believers are complete.

	The great lesson of Colossians is that nothing needs to be added to Christ. No ritual, no philosophy, no spiritual experience beyond Him. He is enough, more than enough, for everything we will ever need.

	 


1:1 Greeting and Thanksgiving

	Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

	 

	1:3   We give thanks to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love which you have toward all the saints, because of the hope which is laid up for you in the heavens, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the Good News which has come to you, even as it is in all the world and is bearing fruit and growing, as it does in you also, since the day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth, even as you learned from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant, who is a faithful servant of Christ on your behalf, who also declared to us your love in the Spirit.

	 

	1:9   For this cause, we also, since the day we heard this, don't cease praying and making requests for you, that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, that you may walk worthily of the Lord, to please him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God, strengthened with all power, according to the might of his glory, for all endurance and perseverance with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who made us fit to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light, who delivered us out of the power of darkness, and translated us into the Kingdom of the Son of his love, in whom we have our redemption, the forgiveness of our sins.

	 

	1:15 The Supremacy of Christ

	He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created in the heavens and on the earth, visible things and invisible things, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things have been created through him and for him. 

	 

	1:17   He is before all things, and in him all things are held together. He is the head of the body, the assembly, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things he might have the preeminence. For all the fullness was pleased to dwell in him, and through him to reconcile all things to himself by him, whether things on the earth or things in the heavens, having made peace through the blood of his cross.
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	Snippet of Truth       Bigger Than You Can Imagine

	Whatever picture you currently have of Jesus, it would be true to say, it is not big enough. Paul opens Colossians with one of the most extraordinary descriptions of Christ in the entire Bible and it is worth reading slowly. He is the image of the invisible God. The one through whom everything that exists was created: visible and invisible, physical and spiritual, every power and authority in every dimension. The one through whom all creation itself came into existence, through the mighty power of His word, “Let there be….”

	Paul then goes on to say this: in Him all things hold together. Right now. Every atom, galaxy and every moment of every life. The entire fabric of reality is being actively sustained by the One who entered into Jerusalem on a donkey, then nailed to a Roman cross.

	This is who reconciled every believer to God. He was not just a great teacher or a moral example. Neither was He one spiritual option among many. Jesus is the firstborn from the dead, the head of the church, the one in whom the fullness of God was pleased to dwell. He made peace between God and you through His own blood.

	The false teachers in Colossae were adding things to Christ: other powers, other spiritual intermediaries, other requirements. Paul's answer is to make Christ as large as He actually is. When you see Him clearly, there is simply nothing that can be added to Him.
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	1:21   You, being in past times alienated and enemies in your mind in your evil deeds, yet now he has reconciled in the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and without defect and blameless before him, if it is so that you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the Good News which you heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, of which I, Paul, was made a servant.

	 

	1:24 Paul's Labour for the Church

	Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and fill up on my part that which is lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the assembly, of which I was made a servant according to the stewardship of God which was given me toward you to fulfill the word of God, the mystery which has been hidden for ages and generations. But now it has been revealed to his saints, to whom God was pleased to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

	 

	1:28   We proclaim him, admonishing every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus; for which I also labour, striving according to his working, which works in me mightily.

	 

	2:1   For I desire to have you know how greatly I struggle for you and for those at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh; that their hearts may be comforted, they being knit together in love, and gaining all riches of the full assurance of understanding, that they may know the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ, in whom all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden. Now I say this that no one may delude you with persuasiveness of speech. For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in the spirit, rejoicing and seeing your order, and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.

	 

	2:6   As therefore you received Christ Jesus the Lord, walk in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, even as you were taught, abounding in it in thanksgiving.

	 

	2:8 Fullness in Christ Alone

	Be careful that you don't let anyone rob you through his philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the elemental spirits of the world, and not after Christ. For in him all the fullness of the Deity dwells bodily, and in him you are made full, who is the head of all principality and power. 

	 

	2:11   In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not made with hands, in the putting off of the body of the sins of the flesh, in the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.

	 

	2:13   You were dead through your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh. He made you alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, wiping out the handwriting in ordinances which was against us. He has taken it out of the way, nailing it to the cross. Having stripped the principalities and the powers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing over them in it.

	 

	2:16   Let no one therefore judge you in eating or drinking, or with respect to a feast day or a new moon or a Sabbath day, which are a shadow of the things to come; but the body is Christ's. Let no one rob you of your prize by self-abasement and worshiping of the angels, dwelling in the things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, and not holding firmly to the Head, from whom all the body, being supplied and knit together through the joints and ligaments, grows with God's growth.

	 

	2:20   If you died with Christ from the elemental spirits of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to ordinances, "Don't handle, nor taste, nor touch" (all of which perish with use), according to the precepts and doctrines of men? These things indeed appear like wisdom in self-imposed worship, humility, and severity to the body, but aren't of any value against the indulgence of the flesh.

	 

	3:1 Set Your Mind on Things Above

	If then you were raised together with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the things that are on the earth. For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, our life, is revealed, then you will also be revealed with him in glory.

	 

	3:5   Put to death therefore your members which are on the earth: sexual immorality, uncleanness, depraved passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. For these things' sake the wrath of God comes on the children of disobedience. You also once walked in those, when you lived in them, but now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and shameful speaking out of your mouth. 

	 

	3:9   Don't lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old man with his doings, and have put on the new man, who is being renewed in knowledge after the image of his Creator, where there can't be Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondservant, or free person; but Christ is all, and in all.

	 

	3:12   Put on therefore, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, a heart of compassion, kindness, lowliness, humility, and perseverance; bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, if any man has a complaint against any; even as Christ forgave you, so you also do. Above all these things, walk in love, which is the bond of perfection. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body, and be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your heart to the Lord. Whatever you do, in word or in deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
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	Snippet of Truth       Dressed for the Occasion

	Every morning you make a decision about what to wear. Paul contends that decision goes deeper than your wardrobe. Before you walk out the door and into your relationships, your workplace, your family and your church, there is another set of clothing that needs to go on first. Compassion. Kindness. Humility. Perseverance. Forgiveness. These are not personality traits you either have or don't have. They are deliberate choices to be made every single day, put on consciously like clothing, because you are one chosen by God, so the inward clothing of virtues is as important as outer dress..

	The standard Paul sets for forgiveness is uncomfortably specific. Forgive as Christ forgave you, not only as much as feels reasonable or is proportional to the offence. It is to also not to be withheld until after the other person has sufficiently apologised, but as Christ forgave you, completely, at His personal cost, before you deserved it. Above all of it has to be done out of love, even when we don’t feel like it, as a binding forgiveness that stands and does not fall apart under pressure. His love is what enables us to do this.

	And underneath all of it, running like a foundation beneath everything else: let the word of Christ dwelling richly in you. Don’t visit it occasionally or consult it in a crisis but dwell there. Let it take up permanent residence, shaping how you think, how you speak, how you respond, what you sing and what you are grateful for. Whatever you do in word or deed, all is to be done in the name of Jesus, an instruction not just for Sunday but for Monday too.
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	3:18 Rules for Christian Households

	Wives, be in subjection to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and don't be bitter against them. Children, obey your parents in all things, for this pleases the Lord. Fathers, don't provoke your children, so that they won't be discouraged.

	 

	3:22   Servants, obey in all things those who are your masters according to the flesh, not just when they are looking, as men pleasers, but in singleness of heart, fearing God. And whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. But he who does wrong will receive again for the wrong that he has done, and there is no partiality. Masters, give to your servants that which is just and equal, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.

	 

	4:2   Continue steadfastly in prayer, watching in it with thanksgiving, praying together for us also, that God may open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds, that I may reveal it as I ought to speak. Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming the time. Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.

	 

	4:7 Final Greeting

	All my affairs will be made known to you by Tychicus, the beloved brother, faithful servant, and fellow bondservant in the Lord. I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that he may know your circumstances and comfort your hearts, together with Onesimus, the faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will make known to you everything that is going on here.

	 

	4:10   Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, greets you, and Mark the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you received instructions, "if he comes to you, receive him"), and Jesus who is called Justus. These are my only fellow workers for God's Kingdom who are of the circumcision, men who have been a comfort to me. Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, salutes you, always striving for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. For I testify about him that he has great zeal for you, and for those in Laodicea, and for those in Hierapolis. Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you.

	 

	4:15   Greet the brothers who are in Laodicea, with Nymphas and the assembly that is in his house. When this letter has been read among you, cause it to be read also in the assembly of the Laodiceans, and that you also read the letter from Laodicea. Tell Archippus, "Take heed to the ministry which you have received in the Lord, that you fulfill it."

	 

	4:18   I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you. Amen.



	



	 

	1ST THESSALONIANS

	 

	 

	This is almost certainly the earliest letter Paul ever wrote, and possibly the oldest document in the entire New Testament, penned around AD 50. Behind it is a story of a church born in conflict and separated from its founder too soon.

	Paul had arrived in Thessalonica on his second missionary journey and planted a church in the space of just a few weeks. The response to the gospel was remarkable, but so was the opposition. A mob drove Paul out of the city before he had time to properly establish the young believers he was leaving behind. He was forced to move on, carrying with him a deep anxiety about whether this infant church would survive the coming storms.

	When Timothy finally brought him good news from Thessalonica, that the church was standing firm, that their faith and love were growing, Paul sat down and wrote this letter out of sheer relief and joy. 

	It is one of the most affectionate letters he ever wrote, full of warmth, personal memory, and pastoral care for people he had known only briefly but loved deeply in Christ.

	The church had questions, particularly about believers who had already died. Would they miss out on the return of Christ? Paul answers with one of the New Testament's clearest and most comforting descriptions of what happens when the Lord returns.

	The great lesson of 1 Thessalonians is that genuine faith stands firm under pressure, and also that the return of Christ is not a cause for fear but for hope.

	 


1:1 Greeting and Thanksgiving

	Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the assembly of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

	 

	1:2   We always give thanks to God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers, remembering without ceasing your work of faith and labour of love and perseverance of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God and Father. We know, brothers loved by God, that you are chosen, and that our Good News came to you not in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and with much assurance. You know what kind of men we showed ourselves to be among you for your sake.

	 

	1:6   You became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all who believe in Macedonia and in Achaia. For from you the word of the Lord has been declared, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone out, so that we need not to say anything. For they themselves report concerning us what kind of a reception we had from you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead: Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come.

	 

	2:1 Paul's Ministry Among Them

	For you yourselves know, brothers, our visit to you wasn't in vain, but having suffered before and been shamefully treated, as you know, at Philippi, we grew bold in our God to tell you the Good News of God in much conflict. For our exhortation is not of error, nor of uncleanness, nor in deception. 

	 

	2:4   But even as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the Good News, so we speak—not as pleasing men, but God, who tests our hearts. For neither were we at any time found using words of flattery, as you know, nor a cloak of covetousness (God is witness), nor seeking glory from men (neither from you nor from others), when we might have claimed authority as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother cherishes her own children.

	 

	2:8   Even so, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not the Good News of God only, but also our own souls, because you had become very dear to us. For you remember, brothers, our labour and travail; for working night and day, that we might not burden any of you, we preached to you the Good News of God. 

	 

	2:10   You are witnesses with God how holy, righteously, and blamelessly we behaved ourselves toward you who believe. As you know, we exhorted, comforted, and implored every one of you, as a father does his own children, to the end that you should walk worthily of God, who calls you into his own Kingdom and glory. For this cause we also thank God without ceasing that when you received from us the word of the message of God, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, God's word, which also works in you who believe. 
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	Snippet of Truth      The Church That Kept Going

	The Thessalonian church did not have an easy beginning. Paul and his team had been run out of town by a violent mob before the church was barely on its feet. They left behind a group of brand new believers with no apostle, no established leadership and a hostile community surrounding them on every side.

	Paul had a real concern for them, yet the report that came back to him via Timothy was extraordinary. These new believers had received the word in the middle of severe suffering but had kept going. They not only survived but spread. The gospel was travelling out from Thessalonica into the surrounding regions without Paul being involved. The church itself had become the message.

	This is what genuine faith looks like when it takes root in real people under real pressure. It does not need perfect conditions to grow, nor to have an apostle present or a polished ministry structure in place. It just requires people who received something real and refused to let go of it, regardless of the cost.
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	2:14   For you, brothers, became imitators of the assemblies of God which are in Judea in Christ Jesus; for you also suffered the same things from your own countrymen, even as they did from the Jews who killed both the Lord Jesus and their own prophets, and drove us out, and don't please God, and are contrary to all men, forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they may be saved, to fill up their sins always. But wrath has come on them to the uttermost.

	 

	2:17 Paul's Longing to Return

	But we, brothers, being bereaved of you for a short season in presence, not in heart, tried even harder to see your face with great desire, because we wanted to come to you—indeed, I, Paul, once and again—but Satan hindered us. For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Isn't it even you, before our Lord Jesus at his coming? For you are our glory and our joy.

	 

	3:1   Therefore when we couldn't stand it any longer, we thought it good to be left behind at Athens alone, and sent Timothy, our brother and God's servant in the Good News of Christ, to establish you and to comfort you concerning your faith, that no one would be moved by these afflictions. For you know that we are appointed to this task. For most certainly, when we were with you, we told you beforehand that we are to suffer affliction, even as it happened, and you know. For this cause I also, when I couldn't stand it any longer, sent that I might know your faith, for fear that by any means the tempter had tempted you, and our labour would have been in vain.

	 

	3:6   But Timothy has just now come to us from you, and brought us glad news of your faith and love, and that you have good memories of us always, longing to see us, even as we also long to see you. For this cause, brothers, we were comforted over you in all our distress and affliction through your faith. For now we live, if you stand fast in the Lord. For what thanksgiving can we render again to God for you, for all the joy with which we rejoice for your sakes before our God, night and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face and may perfect that which is lacking in your faith?

	 

	3:11 Prayer for the Thessalonians

	Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way to you. May the Lord make you to increase and abound in love toward one another and toward all men, even as we also do toward you, to the end he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

	 

	4:1   Finally then, brothers, we beg and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God, that you abound more and more. For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. 

	 

	4:3   For this is the will of God: your sanctification, that you abstain from sexual immorality, that each one of you know how to control his own body in sanctification and honour, not in the passion of lust, even as the Gentiles who don't know God, that no one should take advantage of and wrong a brother or sister in this matter; because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as also we forewarned you and testified. For God called us not for uncleanness, but in sanctification. Therefore he who rejects this doesn't reject man, but God, who has also given his Holy Spirit to you.

	 

	4:9   But concerning brotherly love, you have no need that one write to you. For you yourselves are taught by God to love one another, for indeed you do it toward all the brothers who are in all Macedonia. But we exhort you, brothers, that you abound more and more; and that you make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, even as we instructed you, that you may walk properly toward those who are outside, and may have need of nothing.

	 

	4:13 The Coming of the Lord

	But we don't want you to be ignorant, brothers, concerning those who have fallen asleep, so that you don't grieve like the rest, who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we tell you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will in no way precede those who have fallen asleep. 

	 

	4:16   For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with God's trumpet. The dead in Christ will rise first, then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. So we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore comfort one another with these words.

	 

	5:1   But concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need that anything be written to you. For you yourselves know well that the day of the Lord comes like a thief in the night. For when they are saying, "Peace and safety," then sudden destruction will come on them, like birth pains on a pregnant woman. Then they will in no way escape. 

	 

	5:4   But you, brothers, aren't in darkness, that the day should overtake you like a thief. You are all children of light and children of the day. We don't belong to the night, nor to darkness, so then let's not sleep, as the rest do, but let's watch and be sober.

	 

	5:7   For those who sleep, sleep in the night; and those who are drunk are drunk in the night. But since we belong to the day, let's be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet, the hope of salvation. For God didn't appoint us to wrath, but to the obtaining of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him. Therefore exhort one another, and build each other up, even as you also do.
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	Snippet of Truth       He Is Coming Back

	If you are not sure what you believe about Jesus, this is one passage that deserves your full attention. Paul is not writing fiction or wishful thinking, he is writing to people who had personally encountered the risen Christ, who had seen the evidence with their own eyes and staked everything on its truth. What he tells them adds to a story is not over. 

	The same Jesus who died, was buried and rose again is coming back. Physically. Visibly. Finally. The dead who believed in Him will rise and those still alive will meet Him in the air. Then, everything that currently seems unresolved: every injustice, every unanswered question, every broken thing in this world, will meet its conclusion.

	Paul also says that day should not catch anyone, who is paying attention, by surprise. Look honestly at the world around you. The moral confusion, the global instability, the sense that things are deeply and irreversibly wrong. These are signs pointing toward an event, for which the day or the hour are unknown to anybody. We can see the season is here, ready for the harvest. The question is not whether He is coming, it is - will you be ready when He does?
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	5:12 Final Instructions

	But we beg you, brothers, to know those who labour among you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, and to respect and honour them in love for their work's sake. Be at peace among yourselves. We exhort you, brothers: Admonish the disorderly; encourage the faint-hearted; support the weak; be patient toward all. See that no one returns evil for evil to anyone, but always follow after that which is good for one another and for all.

	 

	5:16   Always rejoice. Pray without ceasing. In everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus toward you. Don't quench the Spirit. Don't despise prophecies. Test all things, and hold firmly that which is good. Abstain from every form of evil.

	 

	5:23   May the God of peace himself sanctify you completely. May your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful, who will also do it. Brothers, pray for us. Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss. I solemnly command you by the Lord that this letter be read to all the holy brothers. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.

	 

	 

	 


 

	2ND THESSALONIANS

	 

	 

	Paul had barely sent his first letter to Thessalonica before a new problem arose. Someone, possibly forging a letter in Paul's name, had convinced some in the church that the day of the Lord had already come. 

	The result was predictable. Some believers had stopped working altogether, reasoning that if the end had already arrived, there was little point in carrying on with normal life. They were living off others, idle and disruptive, waiting for something that by their reckoning had already happened.

	Paul wrote again, probably within months of his first letter, around AD 51. His tone is firmer this time. He reassures the church that the day of the Lord has not come, certain events must happen first, including a great rebellion and the revealing of a mysterious figure Paul calls the man of sin. He is deliberately measured in what he reveals, reminding them that he had already explained these things when he was with them.

	Then he turns to the idleness problem with characteristic bluntness. The rule he lays down is simple and memorable: if anyone is not willing to work, don't let him eat. Christian hope is never an excuse for irresponsibility. The return of Christ should make us more diligent, not less.

	The great lesson of 2 Thessalonians is that sound doctrine matters. What we believe about the future shapes how we live in the present, and getting it wrong has real consequences.

	 


1:1 Greeting and Thanksgiving

	Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the assembly of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

	 

	1:3   We are bound to always give thanks to God for you, brothers, even as it is appropriate, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of each and every one of you toward one another abounds, so that we ourselves boast about you in the assemblies of God for your perseverance and faith in all your persecutions and in the afflictions which you endure. This is an obvious sign of the righteous judgment of God, to the end that you may be counted worthy of God's Kingdom, for which you also suffer.

	 

	1:6   For it is a righteous thing with God to repay affliction to those who afflict you, and to give relief to you who are afflicted with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, punishing those who don't know God, and to those who don't obey the Good News of our Lord Jesus, who will pay the penalty: eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he comes in that day to be glorified in his saints and to be admired among all those who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.

	 

	1:11   To this end we also pray always for you that our God may count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill every desire of goodness and work of faith with power, that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

	 

	2:1 The Coming of the Lord

	Now, brothers, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to him, we ask you not to be quickly shaken in your mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter as if from us, saying that the day of Christ has already come. Let no one deceive you in any way. For it will not be unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of destruction. He opposes and exalts himself against all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, setting himself up as God. Don't you remember that when I was still with you, I told you these things?
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	Snippet of Truth       Before the End Comes

	Paul writes this letter to settle a church rattled by false teaching which claimed that the day of the Lord had already arrived. This response to them introduces one of the most sobering passages in the entire New Testament.

	Before that day comes, Paul says, there will be a great falling away from the faith, and the lawless one will be revealed. A figure of unprecedented rebellion, exalting himself above every object of worship, seating himself in the temple of God and claiming to be God. His arrival comes with counterfeit signs and wonders powerful enough to deceive everyone whose faith is not genuinely rooted in Christ.

	The Old Testament prophet Daniel saw him centuries earlier, the arrogant ruler who exalts himself above God and desecrates the holy place. Jesus confirmed this in Matthew 24, warning of false messiahs performing signs so convincing even the elect could be deceived. John calls the spirit behind him the antichrist, already active in every generation, building toward a final full expression. Revelation 13 completes the portrait: global authority, worship demanded, war against believers and ultimate defeat at the return of Christ.

	Many threads across centuries of Scripture point to the same figure and the same conclusion. The protection against that coming deception is not in our intelligence, theological knowledge or prophetic insight, but in a genuine, living, personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. Those swept away will not be so for lack of knowledge, it will be because they never knew Him in their heart.
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	2:6   Now you know what is restraining him, to the end that he may be revealed in his own season. For the mystery of lawlessness already works. Only there is one who restrains now, until he is taken out of the way. 

	 

	2:8   Then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will kill with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the manifestation of his coming; even he whose coming is according to the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deception of wickedness for those who are being lost, because they didn't receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. Because of this, God sends them a powerful delusion, that they should believe a lie, that they all might be judged who didn't believe the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

	 

	2:13   But we are bound to always give thanks to God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because God chose you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief in the truth, to which he called you through our Good News, for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers, stand firm and hold the traditions which you were taught by us, whether by word or by letter.

	 

	2:16   Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish you in every good work and word.

	 

	3:1 Faithfulness of God,  Warning Against Idleness

	Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be glorified, even as also with you, and that we may be delivered from unreasonable and evil men; for not all have faith. But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from the evil one. We have confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you both do and will do the things we command. May the Lord direct your hearts into God's love and into the perseverance of Christ.

	 

	3:6   Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw yourselves from every brother who walks in rebellion and not after the tradition which they received from us. For you know how you ought to imitate us. For we didn't behave ourselves rebelliously among you, neither did we eat bread from anyone's hand without paying for it, but in labour and travail worked night and day, that we might not burden any of you. 

	 

	3:9   This was not because we don't have the right, but to make ourselves an example to you, that you should imitate us. For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: "If anyone is not willing to work, don't let him eat." For we hear of some who walk among you in rebellion, who don't work at all, but are busybodies. Now those who are that way, we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ, that they work with quietness and eat their own bread.

	 

	3:13   But you, brothers, don't be weary in doing what is right. If any man doesn't obey our word in this letter, note that man and have no company with him, to the end that he may be ashamed. Don't count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in all ways. The Lord be with you all. I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand, which is the sign in every letter. This is how I write. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
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	Snippet of Truth         Pull Your Weight

	Paul doesn’t hold back on this fact; if you are not willing to work, you do not eat. It is one of the most direct statements in the entire New Testament and it was written to believers in a church.

	The context was specific. Some believers in Thessalonica had apparently decided that, since Jesus was returning soon, there was no point working, contributing to the welfare of the community or doing anything else useful. They were sitting idle, living off the generosity of others and filling the spare time by meddling in everyone else's business. Paul calls them out without apology. 

	This principle reaches far beyond the original situation. A life that contributes nothing to the local church, to the people around them or to the broader work of the gospel, is not the life of a mature Christian. Every believer has been spiritually gifted, positioned to serve and called to be useful. There is always someone who needs help and gospel work to be carried out. We are to seek out practical ways for our hands and feet to meet the needs of others.

	Faith that stays entirely inside your own head and never produces visible, practical contribution to others is the same problem Paul was addressing in Thessalonica. Saved to serve was always the design for followers of the Way. In this, we serve Jesus.
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	1ST TIMOTHY

	 

	 

	By the time Paul wrote this letter, he had spent decades planting churches across the Roman world. Now he was doing something different, investing deeply in the next generation. 

	Timothy was his most trusted apprentice, a young man Paul had taken under his wing on his second missionary journey and shaped into one of his most reliable co-workers.

	Paul had left Timothy in Ephesus with a difficult assignment. Ephesus was one of the most important cities in the Roman world, home to the great temple of Artemis and a church that had been established for years. 

	False teachers had moved in, spinning elaborate myths and endless arguments that were pulling believers away from the simplicity of the gospel. Timothy's job was to stand firm, silence the error and bring order to a church that was quickly losing its way.

	Written around AD 62-64, this letter is Paul's practical handbook for church life. He covers the qualifications for church leaders, the proper conduct of worship, the care of widows, and the dangers of money and false teaching. Running through all of it is a clear conviction: the church is the household of God, the pillar and ground of the truth, therefore, it matters enormously how people behave within it.

	The great lesson of 1 Timothy is that healthy churches don't happen by accident. They require sound doctrine, qualified leadership and believers who take seriously the responsibility of how they live and worship together.

	 


1:1 Greeting and Warning Against False Teachers

	Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ according to the commandment of God our Saviour and the Lord Jesus Christ our hope, to Timothy, my true child in faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

	 

	1:3   As I urged you when I was going into Macedonia, stay at Ephesus that you might command certain men not to teach a different doctrine, and not to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies, which cause disputes rather than God's stewardship, which is in faith. But the goal of this command is love from a pure heart, a good conscience, and sincere faith, from which things some, having missed the mark, have turned away to vain talking, desiring to be teachers of the law, though they understand neither what they say nor about what they strongly affirm.

	 

	1:8   But we know that the law is good if a person uses it lawfully, as knowing this, that law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, for the sexually immoral, for homosexuals, for slave-traders, for liars, for perjurers, and for any other thing contrary to the sound doctrine, according to the Good News of the glory of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust.

	 

	1:12   I thank him who enabled me, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he counted me faithful, appointing me to service, although I used to be a blasphemer, a persecutor, and insolent. However, I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. The grace of our Lord abounded exceedingly with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 

	 

	1:15   The saying is faithful and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. However, for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first, Jesus Christ might display all his patience for an example of those who were going to believe in him for eternal life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honour and glory forever and ever. Amen.

	 

	1:18 Fight the Good Fight

	I commit this instruction to you, my child Timothy, according to the prophecies which were given to you before, that by them you may wage the good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience, which some having thrust away made a shipwreck concerning the faith, of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I delivered to Satan that they might be taught not to blaspheme.
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	Snippet of Truth     A Young Man With a Big Job

	Timothy was not an obvious choice for the work to be done. He was young in a culture that placed enormous weight on age and experience. He was apparently somewhat timid by nature, as Paul will later need to encourage him not to let anyone look down on him because of his youth, and to stir up the gift that is in him. 

	Despite this Paul chose him, took him on the road, trained him in the trenches of real missionary work across multiple cities, and eventually trusted him with one of the most important churches in the Roman world. Ephesus was not a small posting. Timothy's assignment was to silence the error, appoint the right leaders and model the kind of godly character the church desperately needed to see. God has always used people who feel inadequate for the assignment they have been given. It is encouraging to know that inadequacy is not an obstacle. In fact, it is often the very thing that keeps them dependent on the right source of strength.

	Here is a truth worth sitting with if you are young and trying to figure out what to do with your life; the kingdom of God has always needed people willing to give themselves to it fully. Those who will serve not just on Sundays, or in spare moments left after everything else is done, but as a genuine vocation. Pastor, missionary, church planter, Bible teacher, admin worker, carpenter, gardener etc.. There is no higher calling or more worthwhile investment of a life. Timothy said yes to that call. It changed everything for him. What would happen if you did the same?
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	2:1   I exhort therefore, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercessions, and givings of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in high places, that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and reverence. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who desires all people to be saved and come to full knowledge of the truth. For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, the testimony at the proper time, to which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle—I am telling the truth in Christ, not lying—a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

	 

	2:8   I desire therefore that the men in every place pray, lifting up holy hands without anger and doubting. In the same way, that women also adorn themselves in decent clothing, with modesty and propriety, not with braided hair, gold, pearls, or expensive clothing, but with good works, which is appropriate for women professing godliness. Let a woman learn in quietness with full submission. But I don't permit a woman to teach, nor to exercise authority over a man, but to be in quietness. For Adam was formed first, then Eve. Adam wasn't deceived, but the woman, being deceived, has fallen into disobedience; but she will be saved through her childbearing, if they continue in faith, love, and holiness with sobriety.

	 

	3:1 Qualifications for Elders and Deacons

	This is a faithful saying: someone who seeks to be an overseer desires a good work. The overseer therefore must be without reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, sensible, modest, hospitable, good at teaching; not a drinker, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; one who rules his own house well, having children in subjection with all reverence; (for how could someone who doesn't know how to rule his own house take care of God's assembly?) not a new convert, lest being puffed up he fall into the same condemnation as the devil. Moreover he must have good testimony from those who are outside, to avoid falling into reproach and the snare of the devil.

	 

	3:8   Servants, in the same way, must be reverent, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for money, holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. Let them also first be tested; then let them serve if they are blameless. Their wives in the same way must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, and faithful in all things. Let servants be husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well. For those who have served well gain for themselves a good standing and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.
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	Snippet of Truth        Leaders, Not Executives

	Paul's list of qualifications for church elders and deacons is striking for what it does not include. He makes no mention of charisma or a requirement for business acumen. There is no prerequisite for financial training, organisational skills or the kind of driven personality that builds impressive institutions.

	The entire list is character, one that is to be above reproach. One that also requires faithfulness in marriage, to be self-controlled, hospitable, not a lover of money, not violent, not quarrelsome, able to manage their own household well and having a good reputation before those outside the church. This is a description of a genuinely godly person, not a corporate performer.

	The modern church has drifted a long way from this standard in some quarters with boards that replace Elders, and include women, functioning more like company directors. We have lead pastors hired for their ability to grow attendance and revenue, leadership teams selected for skill sets rather than spiritual maturity. The result is churches that run efficiently, look impressive, while their sheep go without genuine pastoral care.

	God's design for church leadership was never a boardroom. It was a shepherd, someone whose primary qualification is that they actually look like Christ and can be safely followed. A godly character must be first, everything else is secondary.
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	3:14 The Dangers of False Teaching

	These things I write to you, hoping to come to you shortly, but if I wait long, that you may know how men ought to behave themselves in God's house, which is the assembly of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. Without controversy, the mystery of godliness is great: God was revealed in the flesh, justified in the spirit, seen by angels, preached among the nations, believed on in the world, and received up in glory.

	 

	4:1   But the Spirit says expressly that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons, through the hypocrisy of men who speak lies, branded in their own conscience as with a hot iron, forbidding marriage and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. For every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving. For it is sanctified through the word of God and prayer.

	 

	4:6   If you instruct the brothers of these things, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, nourished in the words of the faith and of the good doctrine which you have followed. But refuse profane and old wives' fables. Exercise yourself toward godliness. For bodily exercise has some value, but godliness has value in all things, having the promise of the life which is now and of that which is to come. This saying is faithful and worthy of all acceptance. For to this end we both labour and suffer reproach, because we have set our trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, especially of those who believe. Command and teach these things.

	 

	4:12 Be an Example to Believers

	Let no man despise your youth; but be an example to those who believe, in word, in your way of life, in love, in spirit, in faith, and in purity. Until I come, pay attention to reading, to exhortation, and to teaching. Don't neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the elders. Be diligent in these things. Give yourself wholly to them, that your progress may be revealed to all. 

	 

	4:16   Pay attention to yourself and to your teaching. Continue in these things, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you. Don't rebuke an older man, but exhort him as a father; the younger men as brothers; the elder women as mothers; the younger as sisters, in all purity.

	 

	5:3   Honour widows who are widows indeed. But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them learn first to show piety toward their own family and to repay their parents, for this is acceptable in the sight of God. Now she who is a widow indeed and desolate, has her hope set on God and continues in petitions and prayers night and day. But she who gives herself to pleasure is dead while she lives. 

	 

	5:7   Also command these things, that they may be without reproach. But if anyone doesn't provide for his own, and especially his own household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. Let no one be enrolled as a widow under sixty years old, having been the wife of one man, being approved by good works, if she has brought up children, if she has been hospitable to strangers, if she has washed the saints' feet, if she has relieved the afflicted, and if she has diligently followed every good work. 

	 

	5:11   But refuse younger widows, for when they have grown wanton against Christ, they desire to marry, having condemnation, because they have rejected their first pledge. Besides, they also learn to be idle, going about from house to house. Not only idle, but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which they ought not. I desire therefore that the younger widows marry, bear children, rule the household, and give no occasion to the adversary for insulting. For already some have turned away after Satan. If any man or woman who believes has widows, let them relieve them, and don't let the assembly be burdened, that it might relieve those who are widows indeed.

	 

	5:17 Elders Worthy of Honour, the Love of Money

	Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially those who labour in the word and in teaching. For the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle the ox when it treads out the grain." And, "The labourer is worthy of his wages." Don't receive an accusation against an elder except at the word of two or three witnesses. 

	 

	5:20   Those who sin, reprove in the sight of all, that the rest also may be in fear. I command you in the sight of God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the chosen angels, that you observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing by partiality. Lay hands hastily on no one. Don't be a participant in other people's sins. Keep yourself pure.

	 

	5:23   Be no longer a drinker of water only, but use a little wine for your stomach's sake and your frequent infirmities. Some men's sins are evident, preceding them to judgment, and some also follow later. In the same way also there are good works that are obvious, and those that are otherwise can't be hidden.

	 

	6:1   Let as many as are bondservants under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honour, that the name of God and the doctrine not be blasphemed. Those who have believing masters, let them not despise them because they are brothers, but rather let them serve them, because those who partake of the benefit are believing and beloved. Teach and exhort these things.

	 

	6:3   If anyone teaches a different doctrine and doesn't consent to sound words, the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness, he is conceited, knowing nothing, but obsessed with arguments, disputes, and word battles, from which come envy, strife, insulting, evil suspicions, constant friction of people of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. Withdraw yourself from such. But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we certainly can't carry anything out. But having food and clothing, we will be content with that.

	 

	6:9   But those who are determined to be rich fall into a temptation, a snare, and many foolish and harmful lusts, such as drown men in ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some have been led astray from the faith in their greed, and have pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

	 

	6:11 Fight the Good Fight, Instructions to the Rich

	But you, man of God, flee these things, and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness. Fight the good fight of faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you confessed the good confession in the sight of many witnesses. 

	 

	6:13   I command you before God who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus who before Pontius Pilate testified the good confession, that you keep the commandment without spot, blameless until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which at the right time he will show, who is the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords. He alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen nor can see, to whom be honour and eternal power. Amen.

	 

	6:17   Charge those who are rich in this present age that they not be arrogant, nor have their hope set on the uncertainty of riches, but on the living God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy; that they do good, that they be rich in good works, that they be ready to distribute, willing to share; laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold of eternal life.

	 

	6:20   Timothy, guard that which is committed to you, turning away from the empty chatter and oppositions of what is falsely called knowledge, which some profess, and thus have wandered from the faith. Grace be with you. Amen.
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	Snippet of Truth          If Only I Were Rich

	Paul does not say money is evil. He says the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. This distinction matters but not as much as people who love money would like it to. The love of money is not a problem exclusive to the wealthy, it is the orientation of any heart that has decided financial gain is the primary goal worth organising their life around. It is that orientation, Paul says, which functions like a trap you do not see closing around you until it’s too late,  you are already caught.

	The progression he describes is painfully recognisable. The determination to get rich leads to temptation, then harmful desires, then ruin. And somewhere along that road, faith gets quietly traded away, not in one dramatic moment of decision but in a hundred small compromises made in the direction of money.

	Some have pierced themselves through with many sorrows. He  is not giving a warning here about an occasional mistake but a description of a self-inflicted wound that goes deep. You cannot serve both God and money. Jesus had said that before Paul did, and neither of them was exaggerating the outcome for a divided heart.
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	2ND TIMOTHY

	 

	 

	By the time Paul wrote 2 Timothy he was back in a Roman prison. This time it was not in the relatively comfortable house arrest of his first imprisonment, but a cold, dark cell from which he had no expectation of walking out alive. The Emperor Nero's persecution of Christians was at its height, and Paul knew the end was close. He writes to Timothy with the urgency of a man who has very little time left and a great deal still to say.

	The letter is intensely personal. Paul is lonely, many of his co-workers have scattered, some have even abandoned him, so he asks Timothy to come to him quickly and to bring his cloak and his books. Behind those practical requests is a man needing to see his closest friend once more before the end.

	But this is not a letter of despair, it is a letter of strength.

	Paul charges Timothy to guard the gospel, to preach the word whether it is welcome or not, to endure hardship like a soldier, to keep his life clean and his doctrine sound. The church, Paul warns, will face times when people will no longer tolerate sound teaching but will surround themselves with teachers who say only what they want to hear. Timothy must stand firm regardless.

	Written around AD 66-67, 2 Timothy is widely regarded as Paul's farewell letter. Its most famous lines land near the end, "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith."

	He wasn't boasting, he was passing the baton. 2 Timothy is the letter every believer needs to read when the cost of following Christ starts to feel real.



	




	1:1 Greeting and Thanksgiving

	Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, according to the promise of the life which is in Christ Jesus, to Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

	 

	1:3   I thank God, whom I serve as my forefathers did, with a pure conscience. How unceasing is my memory of you in my petitions, night and day longing to see you, remembering your tears, that I may be filled with joy; having been reminded of the sincere faith that is in you, which lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, in you also.

	 

	1:6 Fan Into Flame the Gift of God

	For this cause, I remind you that you should stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. For God didn't give us a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and self-control. Therefore don't be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but endure hardship for the Good News according to the power of God, who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus before times eternal, but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Saviour, Christ Jesus, who abolished death, and brought life and immortality to light through the Good News. For this I was appointed as a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.

	 

	1:12   For this cause I also suffer these things. Yet I am not ashamed, for I know him whom I have believed, and I am persuaded that he is able to guard that which I have committed to him against that day. Hold the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. That good thing which was committed to you, guard through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us.

	 

	1:15   This you know, that all who are in Asia turned away from me, of whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes. May the Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain, but when he was in Rome, he sought me diligently and found me (the Lord grant to him to find the Lord's mercy in that day); and in how many things he served at Ephesus, you know very well.

	 

	2:1 A Workman Approved by God

	You therefore, my child, be strengthened in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. The things which you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit the same things to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier on duty entangles himself in the affairs of life, that he may please him who enrolled him as a soldier. Also, if anyone competes in athletics, he isn't crowned unless he has competed by the rules. The farmer who labours must be the first to get a share of the crops. Consider what I say, and may the Lord give you understanding in all things.
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	Snippet of Truth          The Church Kid

	Some people have to fight through years of darkness to find Christ. Others are handed the most extraordinary inheritance imaginable from birth: believing parents, a home filled with prayer, Scripture taught from childhood, a living example of genuine faith which was walked out in front of them every single day.

	Sadly, the latter are sometimes the very people who value it the least. What is familiar becomes invisible. The faith that cost your parents everything costs you nothing and so it is treated like nothing. Faith is smothered quietly while life, ambition and everything else takes priority. The worldly system and unbelieving friends draw you away from the true foundation of the Creator.

	Jesus told a story about this exact scenario. The prodigal son's older brother had stayed home the entire time: faithful, present, working alongside his father, so when the younger brother returned and the celebrations began, the older brother stood outside furious, unable to see what he actually possessed. All of what the father had was his. All of it, but he had never truly seen it.

	That is a hidden danger of a Christian upbringing. Proximity to the Father's house without ever fully entering into it. Going through the motions of a faith you inherited but never personally owned. Paul's charge to Timothy cuts straight to that complacency. Stir it up. Fan it back into flame. The Spirit that God placed in you is not a spirit of passivity but of power, love and self-control. Don't waste this most valuable inheritance you have been blessed with.
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	2:8   Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, of the offspring of David, according to my Good News, in which I suffer hardship to the point of chains as a criminal. But God's word isn't chained. Therefore I endure all things for the chosen ones' sake, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. This saying is trustworthy: "For if we died with him, we will also live with him. If we endure, we will also reign with him. If we deny him, he also will deny us. If we are faithless, he remains faithful; for he can't deny himself."

	 

	2:14   Remind them of these things, charging them in the sight of the Lord that they don't argue about words to no profit, to the subverting of those who hear. Give diligence to present yourself approved by God, a workman who doesn't need to be ashamed, properly handling the Word of Truth. 

	 

	2:16   But shun empty chatter, for it will go further in ungodliness, and those words will consume like gangrene, of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus: men who have erred concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past, and overthrowing the faith of some. However, God's firm foundation stands, having this seal: "The Lord knows those who are his," and, "Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from unrighteousness."

	 

	2:20   Now in a large house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of clay. Some are for honour and some for dishonour. If anyone therefore purges himself from these, he will be a vessel for honour, sanctified, and suitable for the master's use, prepared for every good work.

	 

	2:22 Godlessness in the Last Days

	Flee from youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. But refuse foolish and ignorant questionings, knowing that they generate strife. The Lord's servant must not quarrel, but be gentle toward all, able to teach, patient, in gentleness correcting those who oppose him. Perhaps God may give them repentance leading to a full knowledge of the truth, and they may recover themselves out of the devil's snare, having been taken captive by him to do his will.

	 

	3:1   But know this: that in the last days, grievous times will come. For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, not lovers of good, traitors, headstrong, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding a form of godliness but having denied its power. Turn away from these, also.

	 

	3:6   For some of these are people who creep into houses and take captive gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. Even as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these also oppose the truth, men corrupted in mind, who concerning the faith are rejected. But they will proceed no further. For their folly will be evident to all men, as theirs also came to be.

	 

	3:10   But you followed my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, patience, love, steadfastness, persecutions, and sufferings—those things that happened to me at Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra. I endured those persecutions. The Lord delivered me out of them all. Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. But you remain in the things which you have learned and have been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them.

	 

	3:15 All Scripture is God-Breathed

	From infancy, you have known the holy Scriptures which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. Every Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness, that each person who belongs to God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
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	Snippet of Truth       The Most Remarkable Book

	Stop and consider what we hold in our hands when we hold a Bible. Shepherds, kings, fishermen, doctors, priests and prophets writing across fifteen hundred years on three continents in three languages, and one coherent story running through every page from Genesis to Revelation! No committee planned it. No single editor assembled it. Remarkably, it holds together with a unity that has never been explained, apart from the explanation Paul gives right here. Every word of the Scriptures is breathed out by God. That is extraordinary. It deserves to be treated that way.

	Yet that is precisely where things can go wrong. When people come to Scripture driven by feelings, personal experience or a conclusion they have already reached, they do not read the Bible, they selectively mine it by pulling out verses supporting what they already believe, ignoring the context and skipping the passages that challenge them. That approach has underscored every cult, every false teaching and every toxic church movement in Christian history. A person found a verse, removed it from its context, built a theology around it and gathered followers who never took the time to check  whether the teaching was actually true.

	Treating Scripture seriously means reading it carefully and honestly. Not every passage is prescriptive, a direct instruction for believers in the church age. Some are descriptive, recording the history of what people did and got terribly wrong. Some detail the old covenant of law, which has now found its complete fulfilment in Christ. Reading without that understanding produces confusion at best and dangerous error at worst. 

	The Bible was never meant to be read carelessly or emotionally. It was meant to be studied, handled with precision and applied with wisdom. It is God's word and we can trust all of it and learn from it. It demands your very best attention and discernment.
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	4:1   I command you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at his appearing and his Kingdom: preach the word; be urgent in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all patience and teaching. For the time will come when they will not listen to the sound doctrine, but having itching ears, will heap up for themselves teachers after their own lusts, and will turn away their ears from the truth, and turn away to fables. But you be sober in all things, suffer hardship, do the work of an evangelist, and fulfill your ministry.

	 

	4:6 Paul's Farewell and Instructions

	For I am already being offered, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight. I have finished the course. I have kept the faith. From now on, the crown of righteousness is stored up for me, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give to me on that day; and not to me only, but also to all those who have loved his appearing.

	 

	4:9   Be diligent to come to me soon, for Demas left me, having loved this present world, and went to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia; and Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Take Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful to me for service. But I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. Bring the cloak that I left at Troas with Carpus when you come—and the books, especially the parchments. Alexander the coppersmith did much evil to me. The Lord will repay him according to his deeds. Beware of him, for he greatly opposed our words.

	 

	4:16   At my first defence, no one came to help me, but all left me. May it not be held against them. But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, that through me the message might be fully proclaimed, and that all the Gentiles might hear. So I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and will preserve me for his heavenly Kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

	 

	4:19   Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the house of Onesiphorus. Erastus remained at Corinth, but I left Trophimus at Miletus sick. Be diligent to come before winter. Eubulus salutes you, as do Pudens, Linus, Claudia, and all the brothers. The Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Grace be with you. Amen.
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	Snippet of Truth             Make It Count

	Paul is at the end of his road and knows it. The execution order is effectively signed. What he chooses to express in these final lines is not regret, bitterness, or a list of things he wished he had done differently. Instead, he writes with the calm, clear assessment of a man who gave everything and has no apology to make for any of it.

	“I have fought the good fight. I have finished the race. I have kept the faith.” Three short sentences that summarise a life of extraordinary personal cost and extraordinary purpose. Beaten, shipwrecked, imprisoned, abandoned, but still standing at the finish line with his faith intact.

	Many people reach the end of their life and measure it by what they accumulated, achieved or experienced. Paul measures his by one thing only, faithfulness to the calling he was given.

	There are questions worth asking long before you reach the finish line. Am I building for myself, or am I building for the Kingdom? What will I leave behind in terms of people whose lives were changed because I was faithful? The race of life you are running right now is the only one that will matter when you look back. Run like it counts, because it does …. for all eternity.
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	TITUS

	 

	 

	Timothy was not the only young leader Paul left behind to do a difficult job. Titus had been given an assignment just as challenging, possibly more so.

	Paul had left Titus on the island of Crete with instructions to finish what Paul had started, appointing elders in every town and bringing order to a network of young churches that were still finding their feet. 

	Crete was not an easy posting. Paul quotes one of the island's own poets describing Cretans as perpetual liars, dangerous animals and lazy gluttons, and then bluntly adds that the description given is accurate. The cultural environment was hostile to the kind of character and conduct the gospel produced, and the churches were feeling that pressure from the inside out.

	False teachers were already at work, particularly from among Jewish believers pushing the same kind of law-keeping, law-adding religion Paul had confronted in Galatia. They were disrupting entire households and needed to be silenced firmly and quickly.

	Written around the same time as 1 Timothy, AD 62-64, Titus covers much of the same ground, the qualifications for church elders, the importance of sound doctrine and the practical behaviour expected of different groups within the congregation. However, the letter has its own distinct emphasis. The word that echoes through almost every paragraph is good works. Not as a way of earning salvation, Paul is crystal clear that salvation is entirely God's doing, but as the inevitable visible fruit of a life genuinely transformed by grace.

	Titus is a short letter with a simple and relentless point, what you believe must show up in how you live. Sound doctrine and godly character are not separate concerns, one compliments the other.

	 


1:1 Greeting and Appointing Elders in Crete

	Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's chosen ones and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness, in hope of eternal life, which God, who can't lie, promised before time began; but in his own time revealed his word in the message with which I was entrusted according to the commandment of God our Saviour, to Titus, my true child according to a common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour.

	 

	1:5   I left you in Crete for this reason, that you would set in order the things that were lacking and appoint elders in every city, as I directed you— if anyone is blameless, the husband of one wife, having children who believe, who are not accused of loose or unruly behaviour. For the overseer must be blameless, as God's steward, not self-pleasing, not easily angered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for dishonest gain; but given to hospitality, a lover of good, sober minded, fair, holy, self-controlled, holding to the faithful word which is according to the teaching, that he may be able to exhort in the sound doctrine, and to convict those who contradict him.

	 

	1:10 Rebuking False Teachers, Sound Doctrine for All Ages

	For there are also many unruly men, vain talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, whose mouths must be stopped: men who overthrow whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for dishonest gain's sake. One of them, a prophet of their own, said, "Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, and idle gluttons." 

	 

	1:13   This testimony is true. For this cause, reprove them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith, not paying attention to Jewish fables and commandments of men who turn away from the truth. To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but both their mind and their conscience are defiled. They profess that they know God, but by their deeds they deny him, being abominable, disobedient, and unfit for any good work.

	 

	2:1   But say the things which fit sound doctrine, that older men should be temperate, sensible, sober minded, sound in faith, in love, and in perseverance, and that older women likewise be reverent in behaviour, not slanderers nor enslaved to much wine, teachers of that which is good, that they may train the young wives to love their husbands, to love their children, to be sober minded, chaste, workers at home, kind, being in subjection to their own husbands, that God's word may not be blasphemed.

	 

	2:6   Likewise, exhort the younger men to be sober minded. In all things show yourself an example of good works. In your teaching, show integrity, seriousness, incorruptibility, and soundness of speech that can't be condemned, that he who opposes you may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say about us.

	 

	2:9   Exhort servants to be in subjection to their own masters and to be well-pleasing in all things, not contradicting, not stealing, but showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God, our Saviour, in all things.
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	Snippet of Truth     When the Bible Shapes Culture

	Paul quotes a Cretan poet describing his own people: liars, dangerous, lazy and self-indulgent, and then Paul bluntly confirms that description to be accurate. This was the cultural environment Titus was working in. It was not a neutral mission field but a community shaped by generations of values that ran directly against everything the gospel produces.

	History is not subtle about what genuine Christianity does to a culture when it takes root. The abolition of slavery in the British Empire was driven by believers who could not reconcile the practice with the value Scripture places on every human life. Hospitals, orphanages, schools and legal protections for the vulnerable across the Western world were built predominantly by people whose convictions came directly from Scripture.

	A community where the gospel is genuinely shaping lives produces more honest dealings, more courts judging justly, more compassionate governance and stronger families. This does not happen due to Christians being superior people, but because the values of the Kingdom of God are the very foundations that hold any healthy society together. The church was never meant to hide from the worldly culture, it was meant to lead in transforming it.
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	2:11 Saved by Grace to Do Good

	For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to the intent that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we would live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present age; looking for the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people for his own possession, zealous for good works. Say these things and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one despise you.

	 

	3:1   Remind them to be in subjection to rulers and to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, to speak evil of no one, not to be contentious, to be gentle, showing all humility toward all men. For we were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.

	 

	3:4   But when the kindness of God our Saviour and his love toward mankind appeared, not by works of righteousness which we did ourselves, but according to his mercy, he saved us through the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being justified by his grace, we might be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life. This saying is faithful, and concerning these things I desire that you insist confidently, so that those who have believed God may be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable to men.

	 

	3:9   But shun foolish questionings, genealogies, strife, and disputes about the law; for they are unprofitable and vain. Avoid a factious man after a first and second warning, knowing that such a one is perverted and sinful, being self-condemned.
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	Snippet of Truth         Why Do They Hate Us?

	Surely this is one of the most reasonable questions a new believer can ask. If Christians are genuinely seen to be the most honest, compassionate and law-abiding people in any community, why are they the most persecuted group across the planet?

	Paul addresses it here without expressing surprise or outrage. He reminds Titus that believers are to be subject to governments, obedient to authorities, ready for every good work, slandering nobody, peaceable and gentle. Model citizens by any honest measure,  yet the hostility comes anyway.

	The reason is not what Christians do, it is what Christians represent. A life genuinely transformed by the gospel is an uncomfortable rebuke to everyone who has chosen differently. You do not have to say a word as the contrast alone provokes. Light does not have to attack darkness, its mere presence exposes it.

	Jesus warned His disciples plainly; if the world hated Me it will hate you also. He did not say might hate you, He said it will. Persecution is not evidence that the church is doing something wrong. On the contrary, history consistently shows evidence that the church is doing something right, by living visibly differently in a world that has decided it does not want God telling it how to live.

	The early church was fed to lions for refusing to call Caesar lord. The same spirit that drove that persecution has never left the world, it just wears different disguises in different centuries. Faithful. Gentle. Peaceable. Prepared for the cost. That is what it has always looked like to follow Christ in a world that rejected Him. The good news is, God still saves all who honestly seek Him.
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	3:12   When I send Artemas to you, or Tychicus, be diligent to come to me to Nicopolis, for I have determined to winter there. Send Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey speedily, that nothing may be lacking for them. Let our people also learn to maintain good works to meet necessary needs, that they may not be unfruitful. All who are with me greet you. Greet those who love us in faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.

	 

	 


 

	PHILEMON

	 

	 

	This is the shortest letter written by Paul. Philemon was a wealthy believer, almost certainly from Colossae, who hosted a church in his home. He was a man Paul knew personally and respected deeply but he was not writing to him as a friend catching up. He was writing to ask Philemon to do something that would have been socially unthinkable in the Roman world.

	A slave named Onesimus had run away from Philemon's household, possibly after stealing from him and had somehow made his way to Rome, where he encountered Paul in prison. What happened next changed everything. Onesimus became a believer, proved himself an invaluable companion to Paul during his imprisonment and now Paul was sending him back to his master with this letter in his hand.

	Roman law was brutally clear on runaway slaves. Philemon had every legal right to punish Onesimus severely. Paul knew that, so rather than issuing a command, he does something more powerful, he makes a personal appeal to Philemon's heart.

	He reminds Philemon of their friendship, of the gospel they both believe, and of the debt Philemon owes Paul for his own salvation. Then he asks him to receive Onesimus back, not as a slave, but as a dear brother in Christ. He even offers to cover any debt Onesimus owes out of his own pocket. Paul never uses the word slavery in this letter. He doesn't need to. The logic of the gospel does the work for him.

	Written around AD 60-62, Philemon is a masterclass in Christian persuasion. It is the gospel applied to one of the most uncomfortable social realities of the ancient world, and it’s message is still relevant for today.

	.



	




	1:1 Greeting and Thanksgiving for Philemon

	Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to Philemon, our beloved fellow worker, to the beloved Apphia, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the assembly in your house: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

	 

	1:4   I thank my God always, making mention of you in my prayers, hearing of your love and of the faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints, that the fellowship of your faith may become effective in the knowledge of every good thing which is in us in Christ Jesus. For we have much joy and comfort in your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, brother.

	 

	1:8 Paul's Appeal for Onesimus

	Therefore though I have all boldness in Christ to command you that which is appropriate, yet for love's sake I rather appeal to you, being such a one as Paul, the aged, but also a prisoner of Jesus Christ. I appeal to you for my child Onesimus, whom I have become the father of in my chains, who once was useless to you, but now is useful to you and to me. 

	 

	1:12   I am sending him back. Therefore receive him, that is, my own heart, whom I desired to keep with me, that on your behalf he might serve me in my chains for the Good News. But I was willing to do nothing without your consent, that your goodness would not be as of necessity, but of free will.

	 

	1:15   For perhaps he was therefore separated from you for a while that you would have him forever, no longer as a slave, but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me, but how much rather to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. If then you count me a partner, receive him as you would receive me. But if he has wronged you at all or owes you anything, put that to my account. I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay it (not to mention to you that you owe to me even your own self besides). Yes, brother, let me have joy from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in the Lord.

	 

	1:21   Having confidence in your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even beyond what I say. Also, prepare a guest room for me, for I hope that through your prayers I will be restored to you. Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, as do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow workers. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.
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	Snippet of Truth         Making It Right

	Onesimus had wronged his master. He had run, and possibly stolen. Then he met Christ and everything changed, including his obligation to face what he had left behind.

	Paul's letter to Philemon is built around one of the most practical implications of genuine conversion. When you come to Christ the slate before God is wiped completely clean, but the trail of any damage left behind in your pre-conversion life does not automatically disappear with it. Debts still exist. Relationships were broken. People were hurt. Reputations were damaged. Where it is genuinely possible to make things right, the new life in Christ calls you toward doing exactly that. This is not to be viewed as an attempt to earn favour, but to show that the same grace that changed you has also changed how you think about and treat the people you wronged. Changed behaviour due to a renewed heart is a powerful witness for the Lord, which has lead people to Christ.

	But ‘possible’ is the key word, for sometimes restitution cannot happen. The person has died, moved on, or simply cannot be found. Sometimes reopening an old wound would cause the wronged person far more pain than healing, dragging them back into a situation they have long since moved past. So, in this instance, seeking forgiveness, due to your own need for closure, would not be a kindness. Other times, the damage done simply cannot be undone by any practical action available to you.

	In those cases the inability to make it right is not a spiritual failure. It is simply the reality of a broken past meeting the genuine limits of a fallen world, so humbly take your regrets and failures honestly before God. Try to do what you genuinely can where you can, then trust that the grace of God large enough to cover your sin is large enough to cover what you are unable to fix.
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	HEBREWS

	 

	Hebrews is the great unknown letter of the New Testament. We don't know for certain who wrote it, we don't know exactly who it was written to and we don't know precisely when. What we do know is that whoever wrote it was a theological giant, and that what they wrote is among the most carefully constructed arguments in the entire Bible.

	Paul has traditionally been suggested as the author, though the writing style is noticeably different from his other letters. Other candidates include Apollos, Barnabas and Priscilla. The honest answer is that the author's identity has been debated for nearly two thousand years and remains an open question. What is clear is that the writer had a deep mastery of the Old Testament and an equally deep conviction about who Jesus is, which is why it has led many to conclude that it was Paul who wrote it.

	The letter was written to Jewish believers, almost certainly in the first century, likely before the destruction of the Jerusalem temple in AD 70, who were under intense pressure to abandon their faith in Christ and return to the familiar safety of Judaism. The temptation was understandable. The Jewish faith had centuries of tradition, a priesthood, a temple and the protection of Roman law. Following Jesus was costly, socially dangerous and increasingly becoming a violent path.

	The writer's response is to show, systematically and magnificently, that Jesus is better. Better than the angels. Better than Moses. Better than the Levitical priesthood. Better than the old covenant sacrifices. Every shadow in the Old Testament, every priest, every offering, every tabernacle ceremony, all of it was pointing forward to Christ, and Christ has now fulfilled it all.

	Hebrews is the letter that connects every thread of the Old Testament into one person, Jesus Christ. Once you read it, the whole Bible looks different.

	 


1:1 God Has Spoken Through His Son

	God, having in the past spoken to the fathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, has at the end of these days spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom also he made the worlds. His Son is the radiance of his glory, the very image of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, who, when he had by himself purified us of our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much better than the angels as the more excellent name he has inherited is better than theirs.

	 

	1:5   For to which of the angels did he say at any time, "You are my Son. Today I have become your father?" and again, "I will be to him a Father, and he will be to me a Son?" When he again brings in the firstborn into the world he says, "Let all the angels of God worship him." Of the angels he says, "He makes his angels winds, and his servants a flame of fire."

	 

	1:8   But of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The sceptre of uprightness is the sceptre of your Kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated iniquity; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness above your fellows." And, "You, Lord, in the beginning, laid the foundation of the earth. The heavens are the works of your hands. 

	 

	1:10   They will perish, but you continue. They all will grow old like a garment does. You will roll them up like a mantle, and they will be changed; but you are the same. Your years won't fail." But which of the angels has he told at any time, "Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies the footstool of your feet?" Aren't they all serving spirits, sent out to do service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?

	 

	2:1   Therefore we ought to pay greater attention to the things that were heard, lest perhaps we drift away. For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation—which at the first having been spoken through the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard, God also testifying with them, both by signs and wonders, by various works of power, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to his own will?
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	Snippet of Truth         The Danger of Drifting

	Nobody’s faith drifts on purpose, which is why there is a need for diligence. You do not wake up one morning and decide to move away from Christ. It happens slowly, almost imperceptibly: a little less time in the Word, a little less priority given to prayer, a little more distance from the community of believers, and a little more accommodation to the world's values. Each individual step seems insignificant but the cumulative effect is spiritually devastating.

	The writer of Hebrews uses the image of a boat that has slipped its mooring and is now drifting. This didn’t come about through a dramatic storm or a violent collision. It just happened in slow, quiet movements away from where it was anchored until one day the shore is a long way behind. The warning here is sobering, precisely because it is aimed at people who already know the gospel. It was not written to pagans who had not heard of it,  but to believers who had heard it clearly, genuinely received it but then allowed the noise and pressure of ordinary life to gradually crowd faith out.

	Neglect is all it takes. It does not require outright rejection or rebellion, just neglect. The call is to keep on paying attention and stay anchored. The salvation you received in Christ is too great and too costly to treat as something that will simply maintain itself. It requires your active diligent, faithful attention and engagement.
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	2:5 Jesus, Made Lower Than the Angels

	For he didn't subject the world to come, of which we speak, to angels. But one has somewhere testified, saying, "What is man, that you think of him? Or the son of man, that you care for him? You made him a little lower than the angels. You crowned him with glory and honour. You have put all things in subjection under his feet." For in that he subjected all things to him, he left nothing that is not subject to him. But now we don't yet see all things subjected to him. 

	 

	2:9   But we see him who has been made a little lower than the angels, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honour, that by the grace of God he should taste of death for everyone.

	 

	2:10   For it became him, for whom are all things and through whom are all things, in bringing many children to glory, to make the author of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For both he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from one, for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brothers, saying, "I will declare your name to my brothers. Among the congregation I will sing your praise." Again, "I will put my trust in him." Again, "Behold, here I am with the children whom God has given me."

	 

	2:14   Since then the children have shared in flesh and blood, he also himself in the same way partook of the same, that through death he might bring to nothing him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and might deliver all of them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For most certainly, he doesn't give help to angels, but he gives help to the offspring of Abraham. 

	 

	2:17   Therefore he was obligated in all things to be made like his brothers, that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make atonement for the sins of the people. For in that he himself has suffered being tempted, he is able to help those who are tempted.

	 

	3:1   Therefore, holy brothers, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession: Jesus, who was faithful to him who appointed him, as also Moses was in all his house. For he has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, because he who built the house has more honour than the house. 

	 

	3:4   For every house is built by someone; but he who built all things is God. Moses indeed was faithful in all his house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were afterward to be spoken, but Christ is faithful as a Son over his house. We are his house, if we hold fast our confidence and the glorying of our hope firm to the end.

	 

	3:7 Entering God's Rest,  Do Not Harden Your Hearts

	Therefore, even as the Holy Spirit says, "Today if you will hear his voice, don't harden your hearts as in the rebellion, in the day of the trial in the wilderness, where your fathers tested me and tried me, and saw my deeds for forty years. Therefore I was displeased with that generation, and said, 'They always err in their heart, but they didn't know my ways.' As I swore in my wrath, 'They will not enter into my rest.'"

	 

	3:12   Beware, brothers, lest perhaps there might be in any one of you an evil heart of unbelief, in falling away from the living God; but exhort one another day by day, so long as it is called "today", lest anyone of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence firm to the end, while it is said, "Today if you will hear his voice, don't harden your hearts, as in the rebellion."

	 

	3:16   For who, when they heard, rebelled? Wasn't it all those who came out of Egypt led by Moses? With whom was he displeased forty years? Wasn't it with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? To whom did he swear that they wouldn't enter into his rest, but to those who were disobedient? We see that they weren't able to enter in because of unbelief.

	 

	4:1   Let's fear therefore, lest perhaps anyone of you should seem to have come short of a promise of entering into his rest. For indeed we have had good news preached to us, even as they also did, but the word they heard didn't profit them, because it wasn't mixed with faith by those who heard. 

	 

	4:3   For we who have believed do enter into that rest, even as he has said, "As I swore in my wrath, they will not enter into my rest;" although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. For he has said this somewhere about the seventh day, "God rested on the seventh day from all his works;" and in this place again, "They will not enter into my rest."

	 

	4:6   Seeing therefore it remains that some should enter into it, and they to whom the good news was preached before failed to enter in because of disobedience, he again defines a certain day, "today", saying through David so long a time afterward (just as has been said), "Today if you will hear his voice, don't harden your hearts." For if Joshua had given them rest, he would not have spoken afterward of another day. 

	 

	4:9   There remains therefore a Sabbath rest for the people of God. For he who has entered into his rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from his. Let's therefore give diligence to enter into that rest, lest anyone fall after the same example of disobedience.

	 

	4:12 The Word of God and Our High Priest

	For the word of God is living and active, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and is able to discern the thoughts and intentions of the heart. There is no creature that is hidden from his sight, but all things are naked and laid open before the eyes of him to whom we must give an account.

	 

	4:14   Having then a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let's hold tightly to our confession. For we don't have a high priest who can't be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but one who has been in all points tempted like we are, yet without sin. Let's therefore draw near with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace for help in time of need.

	 

	5:1   For every high priest, being taken from among men, is appointed for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins. The high priest can deal gently with those who are ignorant and going astray, because he himself is also surrounded with weakness. Because of this, he must offer sacrifices for sins for the people, as well as for himself. Nobody takes this honour on himself, but he is called by God, just like Aaron was.

	 

	5:5   So also Christ didn't glorify himself to be made a high priest, but it was he who said to him, "You are my Son. Today I have become your father." As he says also in another place, "You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek." 

	 

	5:7   He, in the days of his flesh, having offered up prayers and petitions with strong crying and tears to him who was able to save him from death, and having been heard for his godly fear, though he was a Son, yet learned obedience by the things which he suffered. Having been made perfect, he became to all of those who obey him the author of eternal salvation, named by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek.

	 

	5:11 Warning Against Spiritual Immaturity

	About him we have many words to say, and hard to interpret, seeing you have become dull of hearing. For although by this time you should be teachers, you again need to have someone teach you the rudiments of the first principles of the revelations of God. You have come to need milk, and not solid food. For everyone who lives on milk is not experienced in the word of righteousness, for he is a baby. But solid food is for those who are full grown, who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern good and evil.

	 

	6:1   Therefore leaving the teaching of the first principles of Christ, let's press on to perfection—not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works, of faith toward God, of the teaching of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. This will we do, if God permits.

	 

	6:4   For concerning those who were once enlightened and tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, and then fell away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance; seeing they crucify the Son of God for themselves again, and put him to open shame. For the land which has drunk the rain that comes often on it and produces a crop suitable for them for whose sake it is also tilled, receives blessing from God; but if it bears thorns and thistles, it is rejected and near being cursed, whose end is to be burned.
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	Snippet of Truth          Still on the Bottle

	Milk is good, there is nothing wrong with it. It is exactly what newborn babies and infants need. The problem is when someone, who should have been eating solid food years ago, is still on milk..

	The writer of Hebrews is genuinely frustrated and does not attempt to hide it. These believers had been following Christ long enough to now be teaching others, instead they needed someone to go back and explain the basics again. Repentance. Faith. Baptism. Resurrection. The foundational things. Still. After all this time.

	Spiritual immaturity is not just a personal problem, it is a faith community problem. A church full of people who never grow past the entry level teachings cannot disciple anyone, cannot handle hard questions, cannot recognise false teaching when it walks through the door and cannot go anywhere near the deeper and richer truths of Scripture. They simply do not have the spiritual capacity or depth for it yet.

	Growth is not automatic. It requires deliberate, sustained engagement with God's word over time. Turning up to church once a week and absorbing only a little of whatever teaching comes your way is not enough. The solid food is there, within reach, and it is extraordinary, but you have to be willing to grow up to eat it.
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	6:9   But, beloved, we are persuaded of better things for you, and things that accompany salvation, even though we speak like this. For God is not unrighteous, so as to forget your work and the labour of love which you showed toward his name, in that you served the saints, and still do serve them. We desire that each one of you may show the same diligence to the fullness of hope even to the end, that you won't be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and perseverance inherited the promises.

	 

	6:13 The Certainty of God's Promise

	For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he could swear by no one greater, he swore by himself, saying, "Surely blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply you." Thus, having patiently endured, he obtained the promise. For men indeed swear by a greater one, and in every dispute of theirs the oath is final for confirmation. 

	 

	6:17   In this way God, being determined to show more abundantly to the heirs of the promise the immutability of his counsel, interposed with an oath, that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we may have a strong encouragement, who have fled for refuge to take hold of the hope set before us. This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and entering into that which is within the veil, where as a forerunner Jesus entered for us, having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.

	 

	7:1   For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of God Most High, who met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, to whom also Abraham divided a tenth part of all (being first, by interpretation, "king of righteousness", and then also "king of Salem", which means "king of peace", without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but made like the Son of God), remains a priest continually.

	 

	7:4   Now consider how great this man was, to whom even Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth out of the best plunder. They indeed of the sons of Levi who receive the priest's office have a commandment to take tithes from the people according to the law, that is, of their brothers, though these have come out of the body of Abraham, but he whose genealogy is not counted from them has accepted tithes from Abraham, and has blessed him who has the promises. 

	 

	7:7   But without any dispute the lesser is blessed by the greater. Here people who die receive tithes, but there one receives tithes of whom it is testified that he lives. We can say that through Abraham even Levi, who receives tithes, has paid tithes, for he was yet in the body of his father when Melchizedek met him.

	 

	7:11 A Better Priesthood

	Now if perfection was through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people have received the law), what further need was there for another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek, and not be called after the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being changed, there is of necessity a change made also in the law. For he of whom these things are said belongs to another tribe, from which no one has officiated at the altar. 

	 

	7:14   For it is evident that our Lord has sprung out of Judah, about which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood. This is yet more abundantly evident, if after the likeness of Melchizedek there arises another priest, who has been made, not after the law of a fleshly commandment, but after the power of an endless life; for it is testified, "You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek."

	 

	7:18   For there is an annulling of a foregoing commandment because of its weakness and uselessness (for the law made nothing perfect), and a bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God. Inasmuch as he was not made priest without the taking of an oath (for they indeed have been made priests without an oath), but he with an oath by him that says of him, "The Lord swore and will not change his mind, 'You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.'" By so much, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.
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	Snippet of Truth     The Priest Nobody Can Explain

	Melchizedek is mentioned in the Bible twice before Hebrews, both times he leaves you with more questions than answers.

	The first appearance is in Genesis 14. Abraham has just returned from rescuing his nephew Lot and a mysterious figure appears, Melchizedek, king of Salem and priest of the Most High God. He brings bread and wine, blesses Abraham and Abraham gives him a tenth of everything. He then disappears from the story as suddenly as he arrived. We are given no introduction, no family background and no record of birth or death. 

	The second appearance is a single line in Psalm 110 where God declares to the coming Messiah, “You are a priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.”

	Hebrews picks up both references and draws out the meaning. The fact that Scripture records no genealogy, no beginning of days and no end of life for Melchizedek is not an oversight. It is  deliberate, pointing forward to a Priest whose priesthood has no beginning or end, is eternal, unrepeatable, coming from a completely different order to the Levitical system that came later.

	And here is the detail that stunned every Jewish reader. Abraham, the father of the entire Jewish nation, the man from whom the Levitical priesthood descended, bowed before Melchizedek and paid him tribute. This declares Melchizedek's priesthood was always greater than the one Israel built its entire religious system around. Jesus is the One who holds that priesthood. 
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	7:23   Many, indeed, have been made priests, because they are hindered from continuing by death. But he, because he lives forever, has his priesthood unchangeable. Therefore he is also able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, seeing that he lives forever to make intercession for them.

	 

	7:26   For such a high priest was fitting for us: holy, guiltless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; who doesn't need, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices daily, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. For he did this once for all, when he offered up himself. For the law appoints men as high priests who have weakness, but the word of the oath, which came after the law, appoints a Son forever who has been perfected.

	 

	8:1 A Better Covenant

	Now in the things which we are saying, the main point is this: we have such a high priest, who sat down on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, a servant of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord pitched, not man. For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this high priest also have something to offer. 

	 

	8:4   For if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, seeing there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law, who serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things, even as Moses was warned by God when he was about to make the tabernacle, for he said, "See, you shall make everything according to the pattern that was shown to you on the mountain." But now he has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as he is also the mediator of a better covenant, which on better promises has been given as law.

	 

	8:7   For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a second. For finding fault with them, he said, "Behold, the days are coming", says the Lord, "that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah; not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; for they didn't continue in my covenant, and I disregarded them," says the Lord. 

	 

	8:10   "For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days," says the Lord: "I will put my laws into their mind; I will also write them on their heart. I will be their God, and they will be my people. They will not teach every man his fellow citizen and every man his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' for all will know me, from their least to their greatest. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness. I will remember their sins and lawless deeds no more."

	 

	8:13   In that he says, "A new covenant", he has made the first obsolete. But that which is becoming obsolete and grows aged is near to vanishing away.
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	Snippet of Truth       Better in Every Way

	Imagine having a lawyer who could only reduce your sentence but never actually clear your record. Every year you had to go back, pay the fee and get the same temporary arrangement renewed. The debt was managed but never cancelled. The problem was handled but never solved. That is a rough picture of what the old covenant priesthood was doing year after year.

	The Levitical priests served in a system that was always meant to be temporary. They offered sacrifices that had to be repeated. They served in a tabernacle that was a shadow of a greater one. When they died, another priest took over and the whole cycle continued on. It was temporary, a placeholder, pointing forward to someone that would actually finish the job.

	 Jesus is that Someone. He is a priest of a completely different order, not the usual appointment by family line but by the power of an indestructible, unblemished life. He does not offer sacrifices repeatedly because His one sacrifice permanently dealt with sin once and for all. He does not serve in an earthly copy but in the in the presence of God Himself.

	The covenant He mediates is better because it is not  written on stone tablets but on human hearts by the Spirit of God. The old system = sins managed; the new covenant = sins removed. There is no comparison, only the new covenant brings freedom from sin.
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	9:1 The Earthly Tabernacle and The Blood of Christ

	Now indeed even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and an earthly sanctuary. For a tabernacle was prepared. In the first part were the lamp stand, the table, and the show bread, which is called the Holy Place. After the second veil was the tabernacle which is called the Holy of Holies, having a golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold, in which was a golden pot holding the manna, Aaron's rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant; and above it cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat, of which things we can't speak now in detail.

	 

	9:6   Now these things having been thus prepared, the priests go in continually into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the services, but into the second the high priest alone, once in the year, not without blood, which he offers for himself and for the errors of the people. 

	 

	9:8   The Holy Spirit is indicating this, that the way into the Holy Place wasn't yet revealed while the first tabernacle was still standing. This is a symbol of the present age, where gifts and sacrifices are offered that are incapable, concerning the conscience, of making the worshiper perfect, being only (with foods and drinks and various washings) fleshly ordinances, imposed until a time of reformation.

	 

	9:11   But Christ having come as a high priest of the coming good things, through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation, nor yet through the blood of goats and calves, but through his own blood, entered in once for all into the Holy Place, having obtained eternal redemption. 

	 

	9:13   For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled, sanctify to the cleanness of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without defect to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

	 

	9:15   For this reason he is the mediator of a new covenant, since a death has occurred for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first covenant, that those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. For where a last will and testament is, there must of necessity be the death of him who made it. For a will is in force where there has been death, for it is never in force while he who made it lives. Therefore even the first covenant has not been dedicated without blood. 

	 

	9:19   For when every commandment had been spoken by Moses to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of the calves and the goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, saying, "This is the blood of the covenant which God has commanded you." He sprinkled the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry in the same way with the blood. According to the law, nearly everything is cleansed with blood, and apart from shedding of blood there is no remission.

	 

	9:23 Christ's Once-for-All Sacrifice

	It was necessary therefore that the copies of the things in the heavens should be cleansed with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ hasn't entered into holy places made with hands, which are representations of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; nor yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest enters into the holy place year by year with blood not his own, or else he must have suffered often since the foundation of the world. But now once at the end of the ages, he has been revealed to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 

	 

	9:27   Inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once, and after this, judgment, so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

	 

	10:1   For the law, having a shadow of the good to come, not the very image of the things, can never with the same sacrifices year by year, which they offer continually, make perfect those who draw near. Or else wouldn't they have ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having been once cleansed, would have had no more consciousness of sins? But in those sacrifices there is a yearly reminder of sins. For it is impossible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins.
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	Snippet of Truth       Shadow and the Substance

	For centuries before Jesus was born, God was telling the same story in sacred rituals. Every Passover, an unblemished lamb was slaughtered and its blood applied to the doorposts of every Israelite home. This was in remembrance of  when the angel of death came through Egypt in the night and passed over every house covered by the blood. The lamb did not just die, it died in the place of the firstborn inside that house.

	Every year, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest entered the Most Holy Place with the blood of a sacrificed goat, the one place in the world where God's presence dwelt, to make atonement for the sins of the entire nation. Then a second goat was brought forward. The sins of Israel were symbolically laid on its head and it was led away into the wilderness, never to return. The sin was gone. Carried away.

	Hebrews 9 makes it unmistakably clear that every one of those sacrifices had to be continuously repeated. The Passover came around every year. The Day of Atonement came around every year. The blood of animals could cover sin temporarily but could never remove it permanently.

	Then Jesus came. The unblemished Lamb who died in our place. The one who carried every sin away completely. He is the High Priest who entered, not a tent made by human hands, but the very presence of God, not with the blood of animals but with His own precious, sacrificial blood, offered for all, never to be repeated. 
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	10:5   Therefore when he comes into the world, he says, "You didn't desire sacrifice and offering, but you prepared a body for me. You had no pleasure in whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin. Then I said, 'Behold, I have come (in the scroll of the book it is written of me) to do your will, O God.'" Previously saying, "Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin you didn't desire, neither had pleasure in them" (those which are offered according to the law), then he has said, "Behold, I have come to do your will." He takes away the first, that he may establish the second, by which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

	 

	10:11   Every priest indeed stands day by day serving and offering often the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins, but he, when he had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down on the right hand of God, from that time waiting until his enemies are made the footstool of his feet. 

	 

	10:14   For by one offering he has perfected forever those who are being sanctified. The Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days," says the Lord, "I will put my laws on their heart, I will also write them on their mind;" then he says, "I will remember their sins and their iniquities no more." Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin.

	 

	10:19 Draw Near and Hold Fast

	Having therefore, brothers, boldness to enter into the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by the way which he dedicated for us, a new and living way, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh, and having a great priest over God's house, let's draw near with a true heart in fullness of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and having our body washed with pure water, let's hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering; for he who promised is faithful. 

	 

	10:24   Let's consider how to provoke one another to love and good works, not forsaking our own assembling together, as the custom of some is, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

	 

	10:26   For if we sin wilfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remains no more a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and a fierceness of fire which will devour the adversaries. A man who disregards Moses' law dies without compassion on the word of two or three witnesses. 

	 

	10:29   How much worse punishment do you think he will be judged worthy of who has trodden under foot the Son of God, and has counted the blood of the covenant with which he was sanctified an unholy thing, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know him who said, "Vengeance belongs to me. I will repay," says the Lord. Again, "The Lord will judge his people." It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

	 

	10:32   But remember the former days, in which, after you were enlightened, you endured a great struggle with sufferings: partly, being exposed to both reproaches and oppressions, and partly, becoming partakers with those who were treated so. For you both had compassion on me in my chains and joyfully accepted the plundering of your possessions, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and an enduring one in the heavens. 

	 

	10:35   Therefore don't throw away your boldness, which has a great reward. For you need endurance so that, having done the will of God, you may receive the promise. "In a very little while, he who comes will come and will not wait. But the righteous one will live by faith. If he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him." But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the saving of the soul.

	 

	11:1 Faith Defined, Heroes of Faith

	Now faith is assurance of things hoped for, proof of things not seen. For by this, the elders obtained approval. By faith we understand that the universe has been framed by the word of God, so that what is seen has not been made out of things which are visible.

	 

	11:4   By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he had testimony given to him that he was righteous, God testifying with respect to his gifts; and through it he, being dead, still speaks.

	 

	11:5   By faith Enoch was taken away, so that he wouldn't see death, and he was not found, because God translated him. For he has had testimony given to him that before his translation he had been well pleasing to God. Without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing to him, for he who comes to God must believe that he exists, and that he is a rewarder of those who seek him.

	 

	11:7   By faith Noah, being warned about things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared a ship for the saving of his house, through which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.

	 

	11:8   By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed to go out to the place which he was to receive for an inheritance. He went out, not knowing where he went. By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a land not his own, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.

	 

	11:11   By faith even Sarah herself received power to conceive, and she bore a child when she was past age, since she counted him faithful who had promised. Therefore as many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as innumerable as the sand which is by the sea shore, were fathered by one man, and him as good as dead.

	 

	11:13   These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them and embraced them from afar, and having confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own. If indeed they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had enough time to return. But now they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed of them, to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.
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	Snippet of Truth       The Faith Hall of Fame

	We all know what a hall of fame is, a place where athletes, musicians, leaders and others are honoured and celebrated for their achievements or contributions. Hebrews 11 is God's version of this, a list on where the single qualification for entry is not talent, wealth or success, it is faith.

	What is faith? The writer defines it simply, the assurance of things hoped for, the certainty of things not yet seen. In other words, trusting God so completely that His promises are more real to you than the circumstances you find yourself in. The people in this chapter did exactly that under extraordinary pressure. Noah built a boat for a flood, when one had never happened on earth before. Abraham packed up his entire life and moved to a country he had never seen because God told him to. Moses walked away from the luxury of Egypt to lead a nation of slaves through a desert.

	None of them had all the answers, nor could they see how it was going to work out. What they each had was a God whom they trusted completely, and they acted on that trust regardless of how it looked to everyone around them. Here is a remarkable fact; not one person in that list was let down. Every single one of them found that God was exactly as good as His word. That same God makes the same promises to you, search for them, they are in the Book.
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	11:17   By faith, Abraham, being tested, offered up Isaac. Yes, he who had gladly received the promises was offering up his only born son, to whom it was said, "Your offspring will be accounted as from Isaac," concluding that God is able to raise up even from the dead. Figuratively speaking, he also did receive him back from the dead.

	 

	11:20   By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, even concerning things to come. By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. By faith Joseph, when his end was near, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones.

	 

	11:23   By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king's commandment. By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to share ill treatment with God's people than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a time, considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he looked to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, that the destroyer of the firstborn should not touch them.

	 

	11:29   By faith they passed through the Red Sea as on dry land. When the Egyptians tried to do so, they were swallowed up. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute didn't perish with those who were disobedient, having received the spies in peace.

	 

	11:32   What more shall I say? For the time would fail me if I told of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets— who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked out righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong, grew mighty in war, and caused foreign armies to flee. 

	 

	11:35   Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, not accepting their deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. Others were tried by mocking and scourging, yes, moreover by bonds and imprisonment. They were stoned. They were sawn apart. They were tempted. They were slain with the sword. They went around in sheep skins and in goat skins; being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated— of whom the world was not worthy—wandering in deserts, mountains, caves, and the holes of the earth.

	 

	11:39   These all, having been commended for their faith, didn't receive the promise, God having provided some better thing concerning us, so that apart from us they should not be made perfect.

	 

	12:1 The Father’s Hand in Correction

	Therefore let's also, seeing we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, lay aside every weight and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let's run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising its shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him who has endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, that you don't grow weary, fainting in your souls. You have not yet resisted to blood, striving against sin.

	 

	12:5   You have forgotten the exhortation which reasons with you as with children, "My son, don't take lightly the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved by him; for whom the Lord loves, he disciplines, and chastises every son whom he receives." It is for discipline that you endure. God deals with you as with children, for what son is there whom his father doesn't discipline? But if you are without discipline, of which all have been made partakers, then you are illegitimate, and not children. 

	 

	12:9   Furthermore, we had the fathers of our flesh to chasten us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much rather be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? For they indeed for a few days disciplined us as seemed good to them, but he for our profit, that we may be partakers of his holiness. All chastening seems for the present to be not joyous but grievous; yet afterward it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. Therefore lift up the hands that hang down and the feeble knees, and make straight paths for your feet, so what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.
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	Snippet of Truth       The Father Who Corrects

	When life gets hard, and God seems to be allowing rather than preventing the difficulty, the temptation is to read into it His abandonment of us. Where is God? Why isn't He stepping in? The writer of Hebrews answers with insights that cut completely against that instinct. Our difficult situation isn’t evidence that God has turned away, it may be evidence He is paying close attention.

	Every loving father disciplines his children. He does this not to harm them but to shape them. A father who never corrects, or allows his child to face consequences, is not a kind father, he is an indifferent one. The discipline is love expressed in its most serious and committed form. God disciplines you with perfect wisdom and perfect timing for one purpose only, that you might share in His holiness. Your earthly father disciplined you within his limited knowledge and mixed motives. Father God makes no such mistakes. 

	Discipline does not feel good in the moment, and the writer does not pretend otherwise. Discipline is grievous while you are in the middle of it but afterward, it blesses. It yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness in the life of someone trained by it rather than broken by it. In encourages us to get back up and keep moving. The Father who is correcting you has not abandoned you, He is changing and shaping you into the likeness of His Son, Jesus.
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	12:14 Follow Peace and Holiness

	Follow after peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no man will see the Lord, looking carefully lest there be any man who falls short of the grace of God, lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you and many be defiled by it, lest there be any sexually immoral person or profane person, like Esau, who sold his birthright for one meal. For you know that even when he afterward desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for a change of mind though he sought it diligently with tears.

	 

	12:18   For you have not come to a mountain that might be touched and that burned with fire, and to blackness, darkness, storm, the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which those who heard it begged that not one more word should be spoken to them, for they could not stand that which was commanded, "If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned." So fearful was the appearance that Moses said, "I am terrified and trembling."

	 

	12:22   But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable multitudes of angels, to the festal gathering and assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better than that of Abel.

	 

	12:25 A Kingdom That Cannot Be Shaken

	See that you don't refuse him who speaks. For if they didn't escape when they refused him who warned on the earth, how much more will we not escape who turn away from him who warns from heaven, whose voice shook the earth then, but now he has promised, saying, "Yet once more I will shake not only the earth, but also the heavens." 

	 

	12:27   This phrase, "Yet once more" signifies the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that have been made, that those things which are not shaken may remain. Therefore, receiving a Kingdom that can't be shaken, let's have grace, through which we serve God acceptably, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.

	 

	13:1   Let brotherly love continue. Don't forget to show hospitality to strangers, for in doing so, some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in bonds, as bound with them, and those who are ill-treated, since you are also in the body. Let marriage be held in honour among all, and let the bed be undefiled; but God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterers.

	 

	13:5   Be free from the love of money, content with such things as you have, for he has said, "I will in no way leave you, neither will I in any way forsake you." So that with good courage we say, "The Lord is my helper. I will not fear. What can man do to me?" Remember your leaders, men who spoke to you the word of God, and considering the results of their conduct, imitate their faith. 

	 

	13:8   Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Don't be carried away by various and strange teachings, for it is good that the heart be established by grace, not by foods, through which those who were so occupied were not benefited.
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	Snippet of Truth           He Does Not Change

	Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever. That single sentence is one of the most stabilising statements in the entire Bible, yet one of the most ignored in practice. If Christ does not change, His word does not change. The gospel that saved believers in the first century is the gospel that still saves today. The character of God revealed in Scripture is not to be subjected to revision or updated revelation that conveniently overrides what has previously been written in the God-given Scriptures.

	It seems the church in every generation has faced the same threat from within; people arriving with new words from God that go beyond Scripture, redefine what Scripture says or introduce experiences and practices with no biblical foundation whatsoever.

	The examples are concerning, such as the unrestrained laughing revival, gold dust falling from ceilings, uncontrollable shaking as evidence of the Spirit and so-called prophets declaring fresh directions for entire congregations that actually contradicted the written Word. All unexamined, elevated above Scripture.

	The Old Testament had a ruthlessly simple test for a prophet. If what they predicted did not come to pass, they had not been sent from God and were never to be listened to again. Full stop. The modern church has largely abandoned this testing standard, replacing it with spiritual excitement and emotional hype.

	The written Word of God is the measuring rod against which every teaching, every prophecy and every experience must be tested. What cannot survive that test should not survive in the church. He does not change and neither does His written Word.
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	13:10   We have an altar from which those who serve the holy tabernacle have no right to eat. For the bodies of those animals, whose blood is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an offering for sin, are burned outside of the camp. Therefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people through his own blood, suffered outside of the gate. Let's therefore go out to him outside of the camp, bearing his reproach. 

	 

	13:14   For we don't have here an enduring city, but we seek that which is to come. Through him, then, let's offer up a sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of lips which proclaim allegiance to his name. But don't forget to be doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

	 

	13:17 Obey Your Leaders and a Farewell

	Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they watch on behalf of your souls, as those who will give account, that they may do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be unprofitable for you. Pray for us, for we are persuaded that we have a good conscience, desiring to live honourably in all things. I strongly urge you to do this, that I may be restored to you sooner.

	 

	13:20   Now may the God of peace, who brought again from the dead the great shepherd of the sheep with the blood of an eternal covenant, our Lord Jesus, make you complete in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

	 

	13:22   But I exhort you, brothers, endure the word of exhortation, for I have written to you in few words. Know that our brother Timothy has been freed, with whom, if he comes shortly, I will see you. Greet all of your leaders and all the saints. The Italians greet you. Grace be with you all. Amen.

	 


 

	JAMES

	 

	 

	James is the letter that pulls no punches and wastes no words.

	The author is James, the brother of Jesus, who was not one of the twelve apostles, but the man who led the Jerusalem church for decades. He  was known among early believers as "James the Just" for the uprightness of his life. He was initially sceptical of his brother's ministry during Jesus' earthly life, but the resurrection changed everything. James became one of the most respected leaders in the entire early church.

	He wrote this letter early, possibly as early as AD 45-50, making it one of the oldest documents in the New Testament. His audience was Jewish believers scattered across the Roman world, displaced from their homes and facing the daily pressures of poverty, conflict and temptation.

	James has sometimes been misread as being in tension with Paul's teaching on faith and grace, which it isn't as Paul and James are answering different questions. Paul is answering how a person is justified before God, by faith alone. James is answering how you can tell if that faith is genuine, by the life it produces. They are not contradicting each other. They are completing each other.

	The letter moves quickly through a series of intensely practical concerns, how believers handle trials, temptation, favouritism, the tongue, conflict, wealth and prayer. There is very little abstract theology here. James is not interested in impressing you with ideas, he is interested in whether your faith is actually changing the way you live. His most famous line cuts straight to the point, faith without works is dead.

	James is the letter that looks you in the eye and asks the question every believer eventually has to answer, does what you say you believe actually show up in how you live out your faith?

	 


1:1 Greeting, Trials and Wisdom

	James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are in the Dispersion: Greetings.

	 

	1:2   Count it all joy, my brothers, when you fall into various temptations, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. Let endurance have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, without any doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven by the wind and tossed. For that man shouldn't think that he will receive anything from the Lord. He is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.

	 

	1:9   Let the brother in humble circumstances glory in his high position; and the rich, in that he is made humble, because like the flower in the grass, he will pass away. For the sun arises with the scorching wind and withers the grass; and the flower in it falls, and the beauty of its appearance perishes. So the rich man will also fade away in his pursuits.

	 

	1:12   Blessed is a person who endures temptation, for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord promised to those who love him. Let no man say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God," for God can't be tempted by evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own lust and enticed. 

	 

	1:15   Then the lust, when it has conceived, bears sin. The sin, when it is full grown, produces death. Don't be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom can be no variation nor turning shadow. Of his own will he gave birth to us by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures.

	 

	1:19 Be Doers of the Word

	So, then, my beloved brothers, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger; for the anger of man doesn't produce the righteousness of God. Therefore, putting away all filthiness and overflowing of wickedness, receive with humility the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not only hearers, deluding your own selves. 

	 

	1:23   For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man looking at his natural face in a mirror; for he sees himself, and goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. But he who looks into the perfect law of freedom and continues, not being a hearer who forgets but a doer of the work, this man will be blessed in what he does.
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	Snippet of Truth       Don't Just Look – Do 

	Have you ever had the experience of catching your reflection unexpectedly and noticed something that needs fixing? You looked, your mind registered there was a problem, but you walked away,  completely forgetting about it! James says that is exactly what happens when people hear God's word and do nothing with it. Nothing changes for  the looking never connected to any action.

	The teachings of Jesus reveal the root of the problem. Out of the heart the mouth speaks. What a person does and says is not the real issue, it is an outworking of what is actually going on inside. Genuine faith is not a feeling produced by a good sermon or an emotional worship moment. It is something that takes root in the heart deeply enough to change the way you actually live.

	And that is precisely what James points to. Faith that produces no visible change in behaviour is not mature faith that needs encouragement, it raises a question as to whether genuine faith is present at all. Even the demons believe there is one God, and shudder. Belief alone was never sufficient.

	The word of God received into a genuinely believing heart will always produce fruit. Changed words, changed decisions, changed responses and changed relationships happen to one who is not a hearer of the Word only but also a doer, outwardly displaying what genuine, internal faith looks like.
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	1:26   If anyone among you thinks himself to be religious while he doesn't bridle his tongue, but deceives his heart, this man's religion is worthless. Pure religion and undefiled before our God and Father is this: to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

	 

	2:1 Do Not Show Partiality

	My brothers, don't hold the faith of our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with partiality. For if a man with a gold ring, in fine clothing, comes into your synagogue, and a poor man in filthy clothing also comes in, and you pay special attention to him who wears the fine clothing and say, "Sit here in a good place;" and you tell the poor man, "Stand there," or "Sit by my footstool" haven't you shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 

	 

	2:5   Listen, my beloved brothers. Didn't God choose those who are poor in this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the Kingdom which he promised to those who love him? But you have dishonoured the poor man. Don't the rich oppress you and personally drag you before the courts? Don't they blaspheme the honourable name by which you are called?

	 

	2:8   However, if you fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbour as yourself," you do well. But if you show partiality, you commit sin, being convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law, and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all. 

	 

	2:11   For he who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not commit murder." Now if you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. So speak and so do as men who are to be judged by the law of freedom. For judgment is without mercy to him who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

	 

	2:14 Faith Without Works is Dead

	What good is it, my brothers, if a man says he has faith, but has no works? Can faith save him? And if a brother or sister is naked and in lack of daily food, and one of you tells them, "Go in peace. Be warmed and filled;" yet you didn't give them the things the body needs, what good is it? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead in itself. Yes, a man will say, "You have faith, and I have works." Show me your faith without works, and I will show you my faith by my works.

	 

	2:19   You believe that God is one. You do well. The demons also believe—and shudder. But do you want to know, vain man, that faith apart from works is dead? Wasn't Abraham our father justified by works, in that he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? You see that faith worked with his works, and by works faith was perfected. 

	 

	2:23   So the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him as righteousness," and he was called the friend of God. You see then that by works a man is justified, and not only by faith. In the same way, wasn't Rahab the prostitute also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way? For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, even so faith apart from works is dead.

	 

	3:1 Taming the Tongue

	Let not many of you be teachers, my brothers, knowing that we will receive heavier judgment. For we all stumble in many things. Anyone who doesn't stumble in word is a perfect person, able to bridle the whole body also. Indeed, we put bits into the horses' mouths so that they may obey us, and we guide their whole body. 

	 

	3:4   Behold, the ships also, though they are so big and are driven by fierce winds, are yet guided by a very small rudder, wherever the pilot desires. So the tongue is also a little member, and boasts great things. See how a small fire can spread to a large forest!

	 

	3:6   And the tongue is a fire. The world of iniquity among our members is the tongue, which defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature, and is set on fire by Gehenna. For every kind of animal, bird, creeping thing, and sea creature is tamed, and has been tamed by mankind; but nobody can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 

	 

	3:9   With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men who are made in the image of God. Out of the same mouth comes blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. Does a spring send out from the same opening fresh and bitter water? Can a fig tree, my brothers, yield olives, or a vine figs? Thus no spring yields both salt water and fresh water.
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	Snippet of Truth       The Small Troublemaker

	James uses three vivid pictures to illustrate his point on the impact of the tongue. A small bit controls an entire horse. A small rudder steers an enormous ship. A small spark sets an entire forest ablaze. Then he states, these describe your tongue.

	The most destructive force in any community, marriage,  friendship and church is not usually a dramatic catastrophic event. It is words; carelessly spoken, spread in gossip, repeated to undermine another or deliberately cruel, released in  anger. Words that can’t be taken back no matter how you wish they could.

	James makes an observation that every believer should take note of and underline. With the same tongue we praise God and curse people made in His image. We sing a worship song on Sunday and then deliver a cutting remark on Monday. The prayer meeting can become a place for gossip over coffee afterward. All spoken out of the same mouth, which he rightly says should not be.

	The tongue can never be tamed permanently, it requires daily, deliberate, Holy Spirit assisted discipline. What comes out of your mouth is a reliable indicator of what is going on inside your heart. If you want to know the true state of your spiritual life, listen to yourself talk. Are you speaking words of  life and hope?
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	3:13   Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by his good conduct that his deeds are done in gentleness of wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, don't boast and don't lie against the truth. This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, sensual, and demonic. 

	 

	3:16   For where jealousy and selfish ambition are, there is confusion and every evil deed. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceful, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.

	 

	4:1 Friendship With the World

	Where do wars and fightings among you come from? Don't they come from your pleasures that war in your members? You lust, and don't have. You murder and covet, and can't obtain. You fight and make war. You don't have, because you don't ask. You ask, and don't receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

	 

	4:4   You adulterers and adulteresses, don't you know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, "The Spirit who lives in us yearns jealously"?

	 

	4:6   But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, "God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble." Be subject therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners. Purify your hearts, you double-minded. Lament, mourn, and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he will exalt you.

	 

	4:11   Don't speak against one another, brothers. He who speaks against a brother and judges his brother, speaks against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. Only one is the lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge another?

	 

	4:13   Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow let's go into this city and spend a year there, trade, and make a profit." Yet you don't know what your life will be like tomorrow. For what is your life? For you are a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. For you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we will both live, and do this or that." But now you glory in your boasting. All such boasting is evil. To him therefore who knows to do good and doesn't do it, to him it is sin.

	 

	5:1   Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming on you. Your riches are corrupted and your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and your silver are corroded, and their corrosion will be for a testimony against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up your treasure in the last days. 

	 

	5:4   Behold, the wages of the labourers who mowed your fields, which you have kept back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of those who reaped have entered into the ears of the Lord of Armies. You have lived in luxury on the earth, and taken your pleasure. You have nourished your hearts as in a day of slaughter. You have condemned and you have murdered the righteous one. He doesn't resist you.

	 

	5:7 Be Patient Until the Lord's Coming

	Be patient therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. Behold, the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient over it, until it receives the early and late rain. You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. Don't grumble, brothers, against one another, so that you won't be judged. Behold, the judge stands at the door. 

	 

	5:10   Take, brothers, for an example of suffering and of perseverance, the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. Behold, we call them blessed who endured. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and have seen the Lord in the outcome, and how the Lord is full of compassion and mercy.

	 

	5:12   But above all things, my brothers, don't swear—not by heaven, or by the earth, or by any other oath; but let your "yes" be "yes", and your "no", "no", so that you don't fall into hypocrisy.

	 

	5:13   Is any among you suffering? Let him pray. Is any cheerful? Let him sing praises. Is any among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the assembly, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith will heal him who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. If he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 

	 

	5:16   Confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The insistent prayer of a righteous person is powerfully effective. Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain, and it didn't rain on the earth for three years and six months. He prayed again, and the sky gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit.

	 

	5:19   Brothers, if any among you wanders from the truth and someone turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
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	Snippet of Truth         Pray Anyway

	James does not complicate prayer. Suffering - pray. Cheerful - sing. Sick - call the elders and pray. The instruction is simple and the expectation is genuine, our lives are to be covered in prayer.

	But what is prayer actually for? Two neighbours on opposite sides of a fence both pray about the weather. One needs rain for the garden, the other needs sunshine for a coming wedding. For the most part, the clouds will do what the clouds will do. God is not a vending machine dispensing physical outcomes in response to the right combination of faith, hope and words.

	Prayer was never primarily about changing circumstances. It is about changing people, drawing us into alignment with Him, the one who already knows what is needed. He sees the full picture and already has purposes running through every situation, which we can barely glimpse from where we stand.

	Elijah's extraordinary prayer, which shut the rain for three years, was not a man bending God to his will. It was a man so deeply aligned with God's purposes that what he asked and what God intended were the same thing. That is the goal of a prayer life, not getting God to agree with your agenda but getting yourself close enough to Him that your requests begin to look more like His will.

	God chooses who and how and when to answer. Our part is to keep coming before Him, keep asking and keep trusting that He is wiser than our requests and kinder than our fears. Just continue to come to Him in prayer, He is always listening.
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	1ST PETER

	 

	 

	If you were a first century Christian living under the shadow of Roman persecution, this is the letter you needed to receive.

	Peter wrote this letter around AD 62-64, most likely from Rome, which he refers to cryptically as "Babylon," to believers scattered across five provinces in what is now modern Turkey. These were ordinary men and women living as strangers in a society that increasingly viewed Christians with suspicion, hostility and contempt. Some were facing social exclusion. Others were facing experiences which were far worse.

	Peter was uniquely qualified to write to people under pressure. He knew what it meant to fail spectacularly, to be restored by grace, and to then stand firm at enormous personal cost. By the time he wrote this letter he had spent decades leading the church through opposition, imprisonment and threat. He would be executed for his faith within a few years of writing it. What he writes is not a strategy for avoiding suffering. It is a theology for enduring it well.

	Peter grounds everything in the resurrection. Because Christ was raised, believers have a living hope that cannot be taken from them regardless of what happens in this life. That hope changes everything, how they think about their identity, how they behave among unbelievers, how they submit to authorities, how they treat one another and how they face hostility without retaliating.

	The letter's central call is to holy living in the middle of a hostile world, not retreating from it or conforming to it, but shining within it as people whose conduct is so visibly different that even those who oppose them are eventually forced to take notice.

	1 Peter is the letter for every believer who has ever felt like they don't belong in the world around them. That feeling, Peter says, is exactly right and true  it is something to build on, not run from.



	




	1:1 Greeting, and a Living Hope

	Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the chosen ones who are living as foreigners in the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with his blood: Grace to you and peace be multiplied.

	 

	1:3   Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to his great mercy caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an incorruptible and undefiled inheritance that doesn't fade away, reserved in Heaven for you, who by the power of God are guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

	 

	1:6   In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved in various trials, that the proof of your faith, which is more precious than gold that perishes, even though it is tested by fire, may be found to result in praise, glory, and honour at the revelation of Jesus Christ— whom, not having known, you love. In him, though now you don't see him, yet believing, you rejoice greatly with joy that is unspeakable and full of glory, receiving the result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

	 

	1:10   Concerning this salvation, the prophets sought and searched diligently. They prophesied of the grace that would come to you, searching for who or what kind of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them pointed to when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow them. To them it was revealed that they served not themselves, but you, in these things, which now have been announced to you through those who preached the Good News to you by the Holy Spirit sent out from heaven; which things angels desire to look into.

	 

	1:13 Be Holy

	Therefore prepare your minds for action. Be sober, and set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ— as children of obedience, not conforming yourselves according to your former lusts as in your ignorance, but just as he who called you is holy, you yourselves also be holy in all of your behaviour, because it is written, "You shall be holy, for I am holy."

	 

	1:17   If you call on him as Father, who without respect of persons judges according to each man's work, pass the time of your living as foreigners here in reverent fear, knowing that you were redeemed, not with corruptible things like silver or gold, from the useless way of life handed down from your fathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish or spot, the blood of Christ, who was foreknown indeed before the foundation of the world, but was revealed in this last age for your sake, who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope might be in God.

	 

	1:22   Seeing you have purified your souls in your obedience to the truth through the Spirit in sincere brotherly affection, love one another from the heart fervently, having been born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the word of God, which lives and remains forever. For, "All flesh is like grass, and all of man's glory like the flower in the grass. The grass withers, and its flower falls; but the Lord's word endures forever." This is the word of Good News which was preached to you.

	 

	2:1 Living Stones and a Holy Priesthood

	Putting away therefore all wickedness, all deceit, hypocrisies, envies, and all evil speaking, as newborn babies, long for the pure spiritual milk, that with it you may grow, if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious. Come to him, a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but chosen by God, precious. 

	 

	2:5   You also as living stones are built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. Because it is contained in Scripture, "Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, chosen and precious. He who believes in him will not be disappointed."

	 

	2:7   For you who believe therefore is the honour, but for those who are disobedient, "The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone," and, "a stumbling stone and a rock of offense." For they stumble at the word, being disobedient, to which also they were appointed. 

	 

	2:9   But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. In the past, you were not a people, but now are God's people, who had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.
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	Snippet of Truth       You Are a Royal Priest

	In the Old Testament the gap between an ordinary Israelite and the presence of the Most Holy God was enormous, and deliberately so. The tabernacle, and later the temple, were designed with increasing degrees of restricted access. The outer courts, the inner courts, the Holy Place and then the Most Holy Place, separated by a thick heavy curtain, where God's presence dwelt. It was accessible by one man on one day a year, the high priest. On the Day of Atonement he would enter, carrying blood, with bells on his robe so people outside could hear and confirm that he was still alive.

	That was as close as anyone got, until Jesus died on a cross. Then the heavy curtain tore from top to bottom. Notice it was not from the bottom up as a man would tear it but from the top down as God did. The barrier was gone. Permanently. Completely.

	Peter writes to ordinary believers, scattered, persecuted, socially invisible, and calls them a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation. Every single one of them, not the specially ordained or the religiously qualified. Every believer who has come to Christ, the living cornerstone, has been built into a spiritual house and given direct, personal, unrestricted access to God himself.

	You do not need a human priest to approach God on your behalf, nor do you require a religious system to mediate your relationship with Him. You are a priest, Christ is your High Priest. Free access to Him is permanently open to all followers of Jesus.
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	2:11 Live as Foreigners and Pilgrims

	Beloved, I beg you as foreigners and pilgrims to abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, having good behaviour among the nations, so in that of which they speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good works and glorify God in the day of visitation. Therefore subject yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether to the king, as supreme, or to governors, as sent by him for vengeance on evildoers and for praise to those who do well. 

	 

	2:15   For this is the will of God, that by well-doing you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish men. Live as free people, yet not using your freedom for a cloak of wickedness, but as bondservants of God. Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.

	 

	2:18   Servants, be in subjection to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the wicked. For it is commendable if someone endures pain, suffering unjustly, because of conscience toward God. For what glory is it if, when you sin, you patiently endure beating? But if when you do well, you patiently endure suffering, this is commendable with God. For you were called to this, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving you an example, that you should follow his steps, who didn't sin, "neither was deceit found in his mouth." 

	 

	2:23   When he was cursed, he didn't curse back. When he suffered, he didn't threaten, but committed himself to him who judges righteously. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live to righteousness. You were healed by his wounds. For you were going astray like sheep; but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

	 

	3:1   In the same way, wives, be in subjection to your own husbands, so that, even if any don't obey the Word, they may be won by the behaviour of their wives without a word, seeing your pure behaviour in fear. Let your beauty come not from the outward adorning of braiding your hair, and of wearing gold ornaments or of putting on fine clothing, but from the hidden person of the heart, in the incorruptible adornment of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in God's sight. For this is how in the past the holy women who hoped in God also adorned themselves, being in subjection to their own husbands. So Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose children you now are if you do well and are not put in fear by any terror.

	 

	3:7   You husbands, in the same way, live with your wives according to knowledge, giving honour to the woman as to the weaker vessel, as also being joint heirs of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.

	 

	3:8 Suffer for Doing Good

	Finally, all of you be like-minded, compassionate, loving as brothers, tender-hearted, courteous, not rendering evil for evil or insult for insult; but instead blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing. For, "He who would love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit. Let him turn away from evil and do good. Let him seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears open to their prayer; but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil."

	 

	3:13   Now who will harm you if you become imitators of that which is good? But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you are blessed. "Don't fear what they fear, neither be troubled." But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts. Always be ready to give an answer to everyone who asks you a reason concerning the hope that is in you, with humility and fear, having a good conscience. Thus, while you are spoken against as evildoers, they may be disappointed who curse your good way of life in Christ. For it is better, if it is God's will, that you suffer for doing what is right than for doing evil.
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	Snippet of Truth       Always Be Ready

	Peter's instruction here assume someone who is becoming increasingly rare, a believer whose faith is so visible people actually ask about it. If nobody around you has ever asked why you live differently, think differently or face the difficulties of life differently, this is worth reflecting on. The hope Peter is describing should be obvious enough to prompt questions.

	When the questions are asked of us, there  needs to be a preparedness to have ready answers. We should speak without embarrassment, not using vague “Christianised” language that is confusing to an outsider, and offer no apology for what we believe.

	That readiness requires knowledge, you cannot defend what you do not know. This means investing time in understanding, not just what you believe, but why it is reasonable to believe it. How the Bible was assembled and why it can be trusted. How the evidence of creation points unmistakably toward a designer rather than an chaotic accident. How the claims of evolution measure against the actual fossil record. How we can be reassured that the historical evidence for the resurrection stands up to serious scrutiny.

	Organisations like Answers in Genesis (AIG) exist precisely to equip believers to engage these questions confidently and honestly. The world is searching and asking. Be confident in your answers, deliver them with humility and confidence in equal measure.
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	3:18   Because Christ also suffered for sins once, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring you to God, being put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the Spirit, in whom he also went and preached to the spirits in prison, who before were disobedient when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ship was being built. In it, few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. This is a symbol of baptism, which now saves you—not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God—through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, angels and authorities and powers being made subject to him.

	 

	4:1 Arm Yourselves With Christ's Attitude

	Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind; for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, that you no longer should live the rest of your time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. For we have spent enough of our past time doing the desire of the Gentiles, and having walked in lewdness, lusts, drunken binges, orgies, carousing’s, and abominable idolatries. 

	 

	4:4   They think it is strange that you don't run with them into the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you. They will give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. For to this end the Good News was preached even to the dead, that they might be judged indeed as men in the flesh, but live as to God in the spirit.

	 

	4:7   But the end of all things is near. Therefore be of sound mind, self-controlled, and sober in prayer. And above all things be earnest in your love among yourselves, for love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. As each has received a gift, employ it in serving one another, as good managers of the grace of God in its various forms. If anyone speaks, let it be as it were the very words of God. If anyone serves, let it be as of the strength which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

	 

	4:12 Suffering as a Christian

	Beloved, don't be astonished at the fiery trial which has come upon you to test you, as though a strange thing happened to you. But because you are partakers of Christ's sufferings, rejoice, that at the revelation of his glory you also may rejoice with exceeding joy. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. On their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified. But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or a thief, or an evil doer, or a meddler in other men's matters. But if one of you suffers for being a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God in this matter.

	 

	4:17   For the time has come for judgment to begin with the household of God. If it begins first with us, what will happen to those who don't obey the Good News of God? "If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will happen to the ungodly and the sinner?" Therefore let them also who suffer according to the will of God in doing good entrust their souls to him, as to a faithful Creator.

	 

	5:1   Therefore I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and who will also share in the glory that will be revealed: shepherd the flock of God which is among you, exercising the oversight, not under compulsion, but voluntarily; not for dishonest gain, but willingly; not as lording it over those entrusted to you, but making yourselves examples to the flock. When the chief Shepherd is revealed, you will receive the crown of glory that doesn't fade away.
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	Snippet of Truth       The Flock God Designed

	Peter's warning is sobering. Judgment begins with the household of God. It does not start with the world outside but the church itself. This means the way the church organises, how it is led and how it serves others is not a neutral administrative matter,  for God is watching and He has high standards for His people.

	The standard Peter describes for elders is as far from the modern mega-church model as it can possibly get. The biblical model is to not be lording it over people, nor to be motivated by financial gain or to be building a platform or brand. Elders are to lead by example, voluntarily and willingly, as shepherds who actually know their sheep by name.

	The local church was God's design. A gathering small enough that every member's gifts actually matter: the elder who teaches, the deacon who serves, the woman who organises, the man who repairs, the young person who leads worship and the quiet believer who prays faithfully for everyone. Every gift of the Spirit finding its expression, because the body is the right size for all to function.

	The mega-church campus with its polished production and celebrity pastor does not need your gift of service, your gift of helps or your quiet faithful contribution. It has professionals for all of that. Your local church cannot survive without you, it was built for you and you were built for it. When the chief Shepherd appears He will not be asking about attendance numbers, He will be asking how the sheep were actually cared for - every sheep in the flock.
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	5:5   Likewise, you younger ones, be subject to the elder. Yes, all of you clothe yourselves with humility and subject yourselves to one another; for "God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble." Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time, casting all your worries on him, because he cares for you.

	 

	5:8 Resist the Devil

	Be sober and self-controlled. Be watchful. Your adversary, the devil, walks around like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. Withstand him steadfast in your faith, knowing that your brothers who are in the world are undergoing the same sufferings. But may the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a little while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. To him be the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.

	 

	5:12   Through Silvanus, our faithful brother, as I consider him, I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God in which you stand. She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, greets you. So does Mark, my son. Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace be to all of you who are in Christ Jesus. Amen.

	 

	 

	 


 

	2ND PETER

	 

	 

	If 1 Peter prepares believers to face pressure from outside the church, 2 Peter warns them about something far more dangerous, the enemy that gets in through the front door of the church.

	Peter wrote this letter near the very end of his life, around AD 64-68. He says openly that he considers it his duty to keep reminding his readers of the truth for as long as he is still alive, knowing that his death is coming soon. There is a weight to this letter that comes directly from that awareness. These are some of the last words of an old man, who has given everything for the gospel, and wants to make sure the people he loves are still standing firm in their faith after he has gone.

	The threat he is most concerned about is false teachers. These were not outsiders attacking the church from a distance, but people operating from within, twisting the Scriptures, denying the lordship of Christ, exploiting believers for personal gain and living in a way that openly contradicts everything they claim to believe. Peter's words used to describe them are some of the most direct, blunt and unsparing in the entire New Testament.

	His antidote is as equally direct – grow! He opens the letter with a tower of Christian virtues, each one building on the last, from faith through to love. The believer who is actively growing in these qualities, Peter encourages, will not be easily deceived. It is complacency and spiritual laziness that leave people vulnerable and open to deception.

	The letter closes with a dramatic, vivid description of the day the present world will be dissolved and replaced with a new heaven and a new earth.

	2 Peter is the letter that refuses to let believers get comfortable in their walk of faith.. Keep growing. Stay alert. The end is coming, so live like it is.



	




	1:1 Greeting, Add to Your Faith

	Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have obtained a like precious faith with us in the righteousness of our God and Saviour, Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, seeing that his divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and virtue, by which he has granted to us his precious and exceedingly great promises; that through these you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world by lust.

	 

	1:5   Yes, and for this very cause adding on your part all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence; and in moral excellence, knowledge; and in knowledge, self-control; and in self-control, perseverance; and in perseverance, godliness; and in godliness, brotherly affection; and in brotherly affection, love. For if these things are yours and abound, they make you to not be idle or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

	 

	1:9   For he who lacks these things is blind, seeing only what is near, having forgotten the cleansing from his old sins. Therefore, brothers, be more diligent to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never stumble. For thus you will be richly supplied with the entrance into the eternal Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

	 

	1:12 Eyewitnesses of His Majesty

	Therefore I will not be negligent to remind you of these things, though you know them and are established in the present truth. I think it right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you, knowing that the putting off of my tent comes swiftly, even as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me. Yes, I will make every effort that you may always be able to remember these things even after my departure.

	 

	1:16   For we didn't follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received from God the Father honour and glory when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." We heard this voice come out of heaven when we were with him on the holy mountain. 

	 

	1:19   We have the more sure word of prophecy; and you do well that you heed it as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts, knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of private interpretation. For no prophecy ever came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke, being moved by the Holy Spirit.
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	Snippet of Truth          We Were There

	Every religious system in the world is built on something. The question worth asking of each one is, what exactly is it built on?

	Mormonism traces itself to golden plates shown to one man in a field that nobody else witnessed, translated through a stone in a hat and then taken back to heaven. Islam rests on revelations received by one man alone in a cave. Countless tribal and pagan religious traditions, including the Australian Aboriginal dreamtime, are built on ancient stories passed down through generations endeavouring to explain the origins of the world and humanity's place within it. Hinduism draws on texts whose origins are lost in antiquity. Every one of these systems asks you to trust a story that cannot be verified by any eyewitness account.

	Peter makes a point that cuts through all of it with quiet confidence, “We were there.” No vision received alone, no story passed down through uncountable generations and no private revelation that conveniently cannot be checked out. Peter, James and John actually stood on the mountain with Jesus and heard the voice of God the Father declare from heaven, “this is my beloved Son.” They saw the glorious transfiguration with their own eyes. They heard the voice of God with their own ears.

	The Christian faith is not a cunningly devised fable or legend. It is rooted in historical events, was witnessed by real people who then gave their lives rather than deny what they had seen. You are not being asked to believe a story. You are being asked to trust eyewitness testimonies, that gave rise to a belief grounded in facts.
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	2:1 False Teachers Among You

	But false prophets also arose among the people, as false teachers will also be among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, denying even the Master who bought them, bringing on themselves swift destruction. Many will follow their immoral ways, and as a result, the way of the truth will be maligned. In covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words: whose sentence now from of old doesn't linger, and their destruction will not slumber.

	 

	2:4   For if God didn't spare angels when they sinned, but cast them down to Tartarus, and committed them to pits of darkness to be reserved for judgment; and didn't spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah with seven others, a preacher of righteousness, when he brought a flood on the world of the ungodly, and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, having made them an example to those who would live in an ungodly way, and delivered righteous Lot, who was very distressed by the lustful life of the wicked (for that righteous man dwelling among them was tormented in his righteous soul from day to day with seeing and hearing lawless deeds), then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptation and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment.

	 

	2:10   But chiefly those who walk after the flesh in the lust of defilement and despise authority. Daring, self-willed, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries, whereas angels, though greater in might and power, don't bring a slanderous judgment against them before the Lord. 

	 

	2:12   But these, as unreasoning creatures, born natural animals to be taken and destroyed, speaking evil in matters about which they are ignorant, will in their destroying surely be destroyed, receiving the wages of unrighteousness; people who count it pleasure to revel in the daytime, spots and defects, revelling in their deceit while they feast with you; having eyes full of adultery, and who can't cease from sin, enticing unsettled souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children! Forsaking the right way, they went astray, having followed the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of wrongdoing; but he was rebuked for his own disobedience. A speechless donkey spoke with a man's voice and stopped the madness of the prophet.
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	Snippet of Truth       Wolves in the Building

	Peter's description of false teachers is the most detailed and unsparing in the entire New Testament. It is notable that every characteristic he lists is now visible in the modern church, and you don’t have to search too deep to find them.

	They arise up from within the church, not from outside it. Of course, they do not announce themselves as false teachers. They show up with impressive words, genuine charm, charisma and just enough truth mixed with the error to make it difficult to separate the two. They promise freedom while living as slaves to their own appetites. They exploit their followers financially. Their lives do not match their message, and they draw the vulnerable and spiritually unsettled away from solid theology toward a system of belief that feels liberating but is actually leading them into bondage.

	Peter reaches back to the flood, to Sodom, to Balaam (a prophet who loved money more than he loved God) to make the same point each time. God sees the sinful deception and arrogance, God judged it in the past and His judgment will not be indefinitely delayed.

	The modern version wears many faces. From the prosperity preacher exploiting the desperate, the progressive theologian dismantling the authority of Scripture from inside the seminary and the charismatic leader using spiritual language to cover moral corruption. They are wells without water. Peter's warning is not to panic but to become confident in knowing what genuine teaching looks like, then the counterfeit ones become visible. Stay close to the  God’s word, which is the best defence against the fake and the false.
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	2:17   These are wells without water, clouds driven by a storm, for whom the blackness of darkness has been reserved forever. For, uttering great swelling words of emptiness, they entice in the lusts of the flesh, by licentiousness, those who are indeed escaping from those who live in error; promising them liberty, while they themselves are bondservants of corruption; for a man is brought into bondage by whoever overcomes him.

	 

	2:20   For if, after they have escaped the defilement of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in it and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than after knowing it, to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them. But it has happened to them according to the true proverb, "The dog turns to his own vomit again," and "the sow that has washed to wallowing in the mire."

	 

	3:1 The Day of the Lord

	This is now, beloved, the second letter that I have written to you; and in both of them I stir up your sincere mind by reminding you that you should remember the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets and the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Saviour, knowing this first, that in the last days mockers will come, walking after their own lusts and saying, "Where is the promise of his coming? For, from the day that the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation." 

	 

	3:5   For they wilfully forget that there were heavens from of old, and an earth formed out of water and amid water by the word of God, by which means the world that existed then, being overflowed with water, perished. But the heavens that exist now and the earth, by the same word have been stored up for fire, being reserved against the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

	 

	3:8   But don't forget this one thing, beloved, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow concerning his promise, as some count slowness; but he is patient with us, not wishing that anyone should perish, but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fervent heat; and the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 

	 

	3:11   Therefore, since all these things will be destroyed like this, what kind of people ought you to be in holy living and godliness, looking for and earnestly desiring the coming of the day of God, which will cause the burning heavens to be dissolved, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? But, according to his promise, we look for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.
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	Snippet of Truth         He Is Not Late

	The mockers have always been there on the sidelines. Two thousand years of Christian history and still no visible return? Where is this promise of the return of Jesus? Can’t you see everything looks exactly the same as it always has. The sun rises, the sun sets, empires come and go, and nothing happens. Peter saw them coming and was prepared to answer them directly.

	God does not operate on a human timeline. What looks like delay from inside our brief lives looks entirely different from the perspective of the One who exists outside of time altogether. There is a reason for the wait, and it is not indifference or inability, it is God’s mercy. He is patient, not wanting anyone to perish, holding the door open as long as possible before it finally closes.

	But it will close. The day is coming with the certainty of every other promise God has ever uttered. The heavens will dissolve, the elements will burn and everything built on anything other than Christ will be gone. He is not speaking metaphorically but literally. The world  has an appointment with fire and the date is already set.

	Peter's conclusion is intensely practical. If everything visible is temporary, what kind of people should we be right now? The answer writes itself. Holy. Godly. Ready. He is not late but He is patient. There is a difference, for in His patience, grace is being offered and extended to everyone still outside the door.
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	3:14 Be Diligent and Grow in Grace

	Therefore, beloved, seeing that you look for these things, be diligent to be found in peace, without defect and blameless in his sight. Regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also, according to the wisdom given to him, wrote to you, as also in all of his letters, speaking in them of these things. In those, there are some things that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unsettled twist, as they also do to the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

	 

	3:17   You therefore, beloved, knowing these things beforehand, beware, lest being carried away with the error of the wicked, you fall from your own steadfastness. But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.

	 

	 

	 


 

	1ST JOHN

	 

	 

	John was the last of the original apostles still alive. He had outlived them all: Peter, Paul, James and the rest. By the time he wrote this letter he was an old man, most likely writing from Ephesus sometime in the AD 80s-90s. He had walked with Jesus, leaned against Him at the last supper, stood at the foot of the cross and seen the empty tomb with his own eyes. 

	Nobody still living had seen what John had seen in his time with Jesus, and what he now saw creeping into the churches around him alarmed him deeply.

	A dangerous idea was spreading, that Jesus had not actually come in the flesh, that the physical body was irrelevant to true spirituality and that a person could claim a deep knowledge of God while living however they pleased. It was an early form of what would later be called Gnosticism, and it was pulling believers away from the truth of who Jesus actually was and what genuine Christian life actually looks like.

	John's response is not a complicated theological argument. It is a series of simple, almost blunt tests. Do you believe that Jesus Christ came in the flesh? Do you keep His commandments? Do you love other believers? These are not optional extras, they are the marks of genuine faith. Anyone claiming to know God while failing these tests is simply not telling the truth.

	Running beneath every paragraph is the word that defines John's entire understanding of God and the Christian life, love. Not love as a feeling or a sentiment, but love as a pattern of life rooted in the love God Himself showed when He sent His Son.

	1 John is the letter that brings everything back to basics. Know the truth. Keep the commandments. Love one another. Everything else follows from those three things.



	




	1:1 The Word of Life and Light

	That which was from the beginning, that which we have heard, that which we have seen with our eyes, that which we saw, and our hands touched, concerning the Word of life (and the life was revealed, and we have seen, and testify, and declare to you the life, the eternal life, which was with the Father, and was revealed to us); that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us. Yes, and our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. And we write these things to you, that our joy may be fulfilled.

	 

	1:5   This is the message which we have heard from him and announce to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him and walk in the darkness, we lie and don't tell the truth. But if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son, cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us the sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we haven't sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

	 

	2:1   My little children, I write these things to you so that you may not sin. If anyone sins, we have a Counsellor with the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous. And he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the whole world. This is how we know that we know him: if we keep his commandments. 

	 

	2:4   One who says, "I know him," and doesn't keep his commandments, is a liar, and the truth isn't in him. But God's love has most certainly been perfected in whoever keeps his word. This is how we know that we are in him: he who says he remains in him ought himself also to walk just like he walked.

	 

	2:7 The New Commandment

	Brothers, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment which you had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning. Again, I write a new commandment to you, which is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the true light already shines. He who says he is in the light and hates his brother is in the darkness even until now. 

	 

	2:10   He who loves his brother remains in the light, and there is no occasion for stumbling in him. But he who hates his brother is in the darkness, and walks in the darkness, and doesn't know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

	 

	2:12   I write to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake. I write to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one. I write to you, little children, because you know the Father. I have written to you, fathers, because you know him who is from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God remains in you, and you have overcome the evil one.

	 

	2:15   Don't love the world or the things that are in the world. If anyone loves the world, the Father's love isn't in him. For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—isn't the Father's, but is the world's. The world is passing away with its lusts, but he who does God's will remains forever.
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	Snippet of Truth          Flesh, Eyes, Pride

	John is not telling believers to hate the world or retreat from it. He is telling them not to fall in love with it. The distinction is important. You can live fully in the world, engage it, serve it and reach it without giving your heart to it. What John is warning against is the soul-level attachment that comes when the world's values, the world's approval and the world's pleasures become what you are actually living for instead of the things of God.

	He identifies three entry points with surgical precision. The lust of the flesh - the appetite for physical pleasure and comfort that quietly becomes the organising principle of your life; the lust of the eyes - the endless wanting that social media, advertising and consumer culture feeds relentlessly; the pride of life - the deep craving for status, recognition and approval of people around you.

	None of these desires are new. We see these exact three angles  used on Eve in the garden and on Jesus in the wilderness. Satan’s tactics have not changed because human nature has not changed.

	The point John wants his readers to see clearly is that everything the world is offering has an expiry date. The pleasures, the possessions, the status, the experiences, all of it is passing away. They deceptively invite you to pour your heart into things that are already on their way out. How much wiser to live in the place where  God's will is done, in God's way, a way that lasts for eternity. 
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	2:18 Warning Against Antichrists

	Little children, these are the end times, and as you heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have arisen. By this we know that it is the final hour. They went out from us, but they didn't belong to us; for if they had belonged to us, they would have continued with us. But they left, that they might be revealed that none of them belong to us. 

	 

	2:20   You have an anointing from the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. I have not written to you because you don't know the truth, but because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth. Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the Antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. Whoever denies the Son doesn't have the Father. He who confesses the Son has the Father also.

	 

	2:24   Therefore, as for you, let that remain in you which you heard from the beginning. If that which you heard from the beginning remains in you, you also will remain in the Son, and in the Father. This is the promise which he promised us, the eternal life. These things I have written to you concerning those who would lead you astray. 

	 

	2:27   As for you, the anointing which you received from him remains in you, and you don't need for anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is no lie, and even as it taught you, you will remain in him. Now, little children, remain in him, that when he appears, we may have boldness and not be ashamed before him at his coming. If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of him.

	 

	3:1   See how great a love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God! For this cause the world doesn't know us, because it didn't know him. Beloved, now we are children of God. It is not yet revealed what we will be; but we know that when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him just as he is. Everyone who has this hope set on him purifies himself, even as he is pure.

	 

	3:4 Love One Another 

	Everyone who sins also commits lawlessness. Sin is lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to take away our sins, and no sin is in him. Whoever remains in him doesn't sin. Whoever sins hasn't seen him and doesn't know him. Little children, let no one lead you astray. He who does righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. 

	 

	3:8   He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. To this end the Son of God was revealed: that he might destroy the works of the devil. Whoever is born of God doesn't commit sin, because his seed remains in him, and he can't sin, because he is born of God. In this the children of God are revealed, and the children of the devil. Whoever doesn't do righteousness is not of God, neither is he who doesn't love his brother.

	 

	3:11   For this is the message which you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another— unlike Cain, who was of the evil one and killed his brother. Why did he kill him? Because his deeds were evil, and his brother's righteous. Don't be surprised, my brothers, if the world hates you. We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. He who doesn't love his brother remains in death. Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life remaining in him.

	 

	3:16   By this we know love, because he laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But whoever has the world's goods and sees his brother in need, then closes his heart of compassion against him, how does God's love remain in him? My little children, let's not love in word only, or with the tongue only, but in deed and truth.

	 

	3:19   And by this we know that we are of the truth and persuade our hearts before him, because if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things. Beloved, if our hearts don't condemn us, we have boldness toward God; so whatever we ask, we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do the things that are pleasing in his sight. This is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another, even as he commanded. He who keeps his commandments remains in him, and he in him. By this we know that he remains in us, by the Spirit which he gave us.

	 

	4:1 Test the Spirits

	Beloved, don't believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit who confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit who doesn't confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God; and this is the spirit of the Antichrist, of whom you have heard that it comes. Now it is in the world already. 

	 

	4:4   You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because greater is he who is in you than he who is in the world. They are of the world. Therefore they speak of the world, and the world hears them. We are of God. He who knows God listens to us. He who is not of God doesn't listen to us. By this we know the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.
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	Snippet of Truth     Not Every Spirit Is From God

	For John's original readers the threat arrived through travelling teachers who turned up in person, requested hospitality and then used that platform to spread destructive ideas about who Jesus actually was. The battlefield then was the living room and the church gathering, whereas the battlefield today is everywhere.

	Every podcast, YouTube channel and social media feed you follow carries a spirit behind it: a set of values, assumptions and beliefs about reality that is either moving you toward Christ or away from Him. Every worship song declares a theology. Every community you belong to shapes what you consider normal. The horoscope checked casually, the meditation app rooted in Eastern spirituality, the tarot card reading offered as harmless fun, none of it is neutral. They are direct entry points into spiritual influences that are not from God, regardless of how innocent they appear.

	There are also other more dramatic encounters, such as visions, dreams and near death experiences which are increasingly offered as authoritative spiritual insight. Books written, ministries built, doctrines adjusted on the basis of what someone claims to have seen on the “other side.” Many of these accounts directly contradict Scripture. That is the test, for any vision, experience or revelation that cannot be measured against and confirmed by the written Word of God, should not be trusted regardless of how vivid or emotionally compelling it was.

	The test John provides is doctrinal and non-negotiable. Does this teaching confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, fully God yet fully human, historically real? Any teacher, movement or spirit that cannot clearly affirm that fails immediately and is not to be believed. Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. You are charged to choose carefully what and who you let in.
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	4:7 God is Love

	Beloved, let's love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. He who doesn't love doesn't know God, for God is love. By this God's love was revealed in us, that God has sent his only born Son into the world that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son as the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, if God loved us in this way, we also ought to love one another. No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God remains in us, and his love has been perfected in us.

	 

	4:13   By this we know that we remain in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as the Saviour of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God remains in him, and he in God. We know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and he who remains in love remains in God, and God remains in him. 

	 

	4:17   In this, love has been made perfect among us, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment, because as he is, even so we are in this world. There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear has punishment. He who fears is not made perfect in love. We love him, because he first loved us. If a man says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who doesn't love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? This commandment we have from him, that he who loves God should also love his brother.
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	Snippet of Truth     The Love That Started It All

	John expresses something very important he wants you to understand. God is not waiting to see if you are good enough before He decides whether to love you for He already loves you. Amazingly, He loved you before you knew He existed. The cross is the proof, God sending His own Son into the world, not to condemn it but to rescue it. That love is not a feeling God has, it is His very nature. God IS love. When His Spirit comes to live inside a believer that love takes up residence and begins to change everything from the inside out.

	Here is where it gets practical in the out-working. John states, you cannot genuinely love God while treating the people around you badly. The two are connected. How you treat your neighbour is the visible evidence of whether God's love is actually in you, or whether you are simply talking about it, not walking it.

	John then goes on to deal with fear. Many people approach God with dread: terrified of judgment, terrified of not being good enough. John’s good news is of God’s perfect love, which drives fear out completely. If you truly understand how completely and permanently God loves you in Christ, that fear has nothing left to stand on. You are not approaching judgment as someone on trial, you are approaching it as someone whose case was settled at the cross. Faith in Jesus as God's Son is what holds all of this together. He who has the Son has life. Simple, final and eternally certain.
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	5:1 Faith Overcomes the World

	Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God. Whoever loves the Father also loves the child who is born of him. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep his commandments. For this is loving God, that we keep his commandments. His commandments are not grievous. For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world: your faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

	 

	5:6   This is he who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ; not with the water only, but with the water and the blood. It is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. For there are three who testify: the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and the three agree as one. If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater; for this is God's testimony which he has testified concerning his Son. 

	 

	5:10   He who believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. He who doesn't believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. The testimony is this: that God gave to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has the life. He who doesn't have God's Son doesn't have the life.

	 

	5:13 Assurance of Eternal Life

	These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God. This is the boldness which we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will, he listens to us. And if we know that he listens to us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions which we have asked of him.

	 

	5:16   If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not leading to death, he shall ask, and God will give him life for those who sin not leading to death. There is sin leading to death. I don't say that he should make a request concerning this. All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin not leading to death.

	 

	5:18   We know that whoever is born of God doesn't sin, but he who was born of God keeps himself, and the evil one doesn't touch him. We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. We know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life. Little children, keep yourselves from idols.

	 

	 

	 


2ND JOHN

	 

	2 John is the shortest letter in the entire New Testament, just thirteen verses, but do not let the length fool you. It carries the same weight and conviction as everything else John wrote, compressed into a single focused warning.

	John addresses this letter to "the chosen lady and her children." Who exactly this refers to has been debated for centuries. Some scholars believe it is a metaphorical reference to a specific local church, with her children being its members, a coded description that would make sense in a time where Christian correspondence could attract unwanted attention from hostile authorities. 

	Others believe the chosen lady was an actual individual woman, possibly someone named Kyria, the Greek word for lady used as a proper name, writing to her and her biological children. Both views are held by serious scholars and the letter itself does not settle the question definitively.

	What is clear is the problem John is addressing. The same false teachers appearing in 1 John, travelling from congregation to congregation, denying that Jesus Christ had come in the flesh, were requesting hospitality from believers and using that platform to spread their destructive ideas.

	John's instruction is startling in its directness. Do not welcome these people into your home. Do not even greet them. He is not talking about ordinary social interaction with people with whom we disagree. He is talking about the ancient practice of providing a travelling teacher with food, shelter and an endorsement, effectively sponsoring their ministry. That kind of support for someone actively denying the truth about Jesus was not to be not tolerated. 

	2 John is a reminder that love and truth are not opposites. Real love for people and real love for the church sometimes means drawing a very firm line and refusing to move from it.

	 


1:1 Greeting in Truth and Love

	The elder, to the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in truth, and not I only, but also all those who know the truth, for the truth's sake, which remains in us, and it will be with us forever: Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

	 

	1:4   I rejoice greatly that I have found some of your children walking in truth, even as we have been commanded by the Father. Now I beg you, dear lady, not as though I wrote to you a new commandment, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another. This is love, that we should walk according to his commandments. This is the commandment, even as you heard from the beginning, that you should walk in it.

	 

	1:7 Watch Out for Deceivers

	For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who don't confess that Jesus Christ came in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the Antichrist. Watch yourselves, that we don't lose the things which we have accomplished, but that we receive a full reward. 

	 

	1:9   Whoever transgresses and doesn't remain in the teaching of Christ doesn't have God. He who remains in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and doesn't bring this teaching, don't receive him into your house, and don't welcome him, for he who welcomes him participates in his evil deeds.

	 

	1:12   Having many things to write to you, I don't want to do so with paper and ink, but I hope to come to you and to speak face to face, that our joy may be made full. The children of your chosen sister greet you. Amen.
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	Snippet of Truth       Don't Open the Door

	There is a knock at the door. Two well dressed, polite and friendly people are standing on your doorstep with Bibles in their hands and a warm smile. They speak Christian language, quote Scripture and talk about Jesus. They would very much like to come in and share what they believe. John's advice for today is as direct as it was for the recipient of his letter - do not let them in.

	Groups like the Mormons and Jehovah's Witnesses have specifically trained their members to engage Christians in their homes by using familiar language, which is really carrying a fundamentally different gospel underneath it. Mormon theology denies the eternal nature of Christ. Jehovah's Witnesses deny His full deity entirely. These are not minor variations on Christianity, they are different false religions wearing Christian clothing.

	A believer new to the faith, or not yet deeply grounded in Scripture, is genuinely vulnerable at that doorstep. The arguments are well rehearsed and specifically designed to create doubt in someone who does not yet know the Bible well enough to identify the errors of their false teachings.

	John wrote this letter for exactly this situation. You are not compelled to debate them, nor do you have to be rude. Instead, you can chose to simply not open the door.

	[image: Image]

	 

	 

	 

	 


3RD JOHN

	 

	 

	Where 2 John warns against welcoming false teachers, 3 John deals with the opposite problem, a church leader refusing to welcome the right ones.

	John writes this brief personal letter to a man named Gaius, a believer he clearly loves and respects, commending him for his faithful support of travelling missionaries and workers who had been going out to serve the broader church. Gaius had been opening his home and his resources to these men, and John wants him to know that what he is doing matters enormously.

	However, there was a problem in the same church. A man named Diotrephes had appointed himself the dominant voice in the congregation and was using that position badly. He was refusing to acknowledge John's authority, spreading malicious gossip about him, refusing to welcome the travelling workers John was sending and throwing out of the church anyone who tried to show them hospitality. He was, in John's blunt assessment, a man who loved to be first.

	John also briefly mentions a third man, Demetrius, who is commended as someone whose good character is vouched for by everyone who knows him, held up as an example of the kind of leadership the church actually needs.

	Written in the AD 80s-90s, 3 John is the most personal and situational of John's three letters. It raises questions that are permanently relevant. Who holds authority in the local church, and how should that authority be exercised? What does faithful, generous support of gospel work actually look like in practice?

	3 John is a snapshot of real church life in the first century: the good, the bad and the complicated. The church today will recognise every character in this letter.

	 


1:1 Greeting to Gaius

	The elder to Gaius the beloved, whom I love in truth. Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be healthy, even as your soul prospers. For I rejoiced greatly when brothers came and testified about your truth, even as you walk in truth. I have no greater joy than this: to hear about my children walking in truth.

	 

	1:5   Beloved, you do a faithful work in whatever you accomplish for those who are brothers and strangers. They have testified about your love before the assembly. You will do well to send them forward on their journey in a way worthy of God, because for the sake of the Name they went out, taking nothing from the Gentiles. We therefore ought to receive such, that we may be fellow workers for the truth.
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	Snippet of Truth     The Most Important Thing

	Nobody sets out to believe something false or wakes up in the morning and decides to build their life on a lie. Yet millions of people do exactly that, not because they are foolish but because they never seriously examined whether what they believed was based in actual truth.

	John's greatest joy was hearing that his spiritual children were walking in truth. The actual, verifiable, historically grounded reality of who Jesus is and what God has said. Our world is full of alternatives that feel true, sound true and attract sincere people who never stop to ask the hard question – is this actually true? 

	The only reliable way to know what is true is to know the Bible deeply enough to measure everything else against it. It is to be more than a surface familiarity and the occasional verse pulled from context. Our faith grows with a genuine, sustained, growing knowledge of the whole of Scripture, what it actually says, what it actually means and how it all fits together.

	Truth is not decided by sincerity, tradition, experience or majority opinion. It is found in God's Word and confirmed by the Holy Spirit who inspired it. Gaius was commended for walking in it. This is still the highest commendation any believer can receive. Know what is true, walk in it and everything else follows from that.
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	1:9 Imitate the Good

	I wrote to the assembly, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first among them, doesn't accept what we say. Therefore, if I come, I will call attention to his deeds which he does, unjustly accusing us with wicked words. Not content with this, he doesn't receive the brothers himself, and those who would, he forbids and throws out of the assembly. 

	 

	1:11   Beloved, don't imitate that which is evil, but that which is good. He who does good is of God. He who does evil hasn't seen God. Demetrius has the testimony of all, and of the truth itself; yes, we also testify, and you know that our testimony is true.

	 

	1:13   I had many things to write to you, but I am unwilling to write to you with ink and pen; but I hope to see you soon. Then we will speak face to face. Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends by name.

	 

	 

	 


 

	JUDE

	 

	Jude wanted to write a different letter. He says so himself.

	He had planned to write a warm, encouraging letter about the salvation believers share together. Instead, something forced his hand, false teachers had crept into the churches he cared about, so he felt compelled to set everything aside and sound the alarm as loudly as he could.

	Jude identifies himself as a brother of James, which almost certainly makes him another brother of Jesus, one of the same family members who doubted Jesus during His earthly ministry and came to faith after the resurrection. He writes with the authority of someone who had grown up in the same household as the Son of God and had seen everything firsthand.

	The letter was written sometime in the AD 60s-80s, to a group of believers whose exact location we don't know, facing a threat that was all too specific. People had moved into their congregations who were twisting the grace of God into a licence for immoral living, using the freedom of the gospel as an excuse to do whatever they pleased while maintaining the appearance of faith. Jude's response is vivid and uncompromising.

	He reaches back through the Old Testament and Jewish tradition to pile up example after example of what happens to those who rebel against God's authority and corrupts His people. The warnings are severe and deliberately so. This is not a moment for gentle persuasion, though Jude does not end in judgment. He closes with one of the most beautiful benedictions in Scripture, a reminder that it is God Himself who keeps His people from falling and presents them faultless before His glory.

	Jude is a battle cry and a blessing wrapped in the same letter. He declares that faith is worth fighting for, and God is faithful to those who do.



	




	1:1 Greeting

	Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to those who are called, sanctified by God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ: May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.

	 

	1:3   Beloved, while I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I was constrained to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. For there are certain men who crept in secretly, even those who were long ago written about for this condemnation: ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into indecency, and denying our only Master, God, and Lord, Jesus Christ.
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	Snippet of Truth       Fight for What Was Given

	Contend earnestly for the faith. That is the instruction from Jude. The word contend carries the weight of an athlete straining every muscle to win. The faith Jude is talking about is not a personal spiritual experience that each believer defines for themselves. It speaks of a specific body of truth delivered once, completely, finally to the saints. It does not require updating, improving or supplementing. It needs constant guarding.

	This is one of the primary responsibilities of every Elder and leader in the local church. Guarding and contending for the truth entrusted to them is of far greater significance than any other spiritual or practical role they carry out in their church.

	We are unable to contend for something that is not deeply known or understood, nor can a person be trusted with the truth if their personal character does not match their doctrine. Knowledge without character is dangerous. Character without knowledge is ineffective. The wise Elder who contends faithfully for the faith needs both, in equal measure and without compromise.
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	1:5 Judgment on the Ungodly

	Now I desire to remind you, though you already know this, that the Lord, having saved a people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who didn't believe. Angels who didn't keep their first domain, but deserted their own dwelling place, he has kept in everlasting bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day. Even as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, having in the same way as these given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh, are shown as an example, suffering the punishment of eternal fire.

	 

	1:8   Yet in the same way, these also in their dreaming defile the flesh, despise authority, and slander celestial beings. But Michael, the archangel, when contending with the devil and arguing about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him an abusive condemnation, but said, "May the Lord rebuke you!" But these speak evil of whatever things they don't know. They are destroyed in these things that they understand naturally, like the creatures without reason. 

	 

	1:11   Woe to them! For they went in the way of Cain, and ran riotously in the error of Balaam for hire, and perished in Korah's rebellion. These are hidden rocky reefs in your love feasts when they feast with you, shepherds who without fear feed themselves; clouds without water, carried along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; wild waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, for whom the blackness of darkness has been reserved forever.

	 

	1:14   About these also Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord came with ten thousands of his holy ones, to execute judgment on all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their works of ungodliness which they have done in an ungodly way, and of all the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against him." These are murmurers and complainers, walking after their lusts—and their mouth speaks proud things—showing respect of persons to gain advantage.

	 

	1:17 Remember the Apostles' Words

	But you, beloved, remember the words which have been spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. They said to you, "In the last time there will be mockers, walking after their own ungodly lusts." These are those who cause divisions and are sensual, not having the Spirit.

	 

	1:20   But you, beloved, keep building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit. Keep yourselves in God's love, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to eternal life. On some have compassion, making a distinction, and some save, snatching them out of the fire with fear, hating even the clothing stained by the flesh.

	 

	1:24   Now to him who is able to keep them from stumbling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory in great joy, to God our Saviour, who alone is wise, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever. Amen.
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	Snippet of Truth       He Will Get You There

	This is an inspiring way for the New Testament letters to end, not with a final warning, not with one last instruction, but with a burst of pure worship directed at the one who holds the entire enterprise together from beginning to end.

	You have just walked through twenty one letters. Romans laid out the gospel from the ground up and left you with no excuse for misunderstanding it. Corinthians confronted a church getting almost everything wrong and showed what grace looks like when it refuses to give up on messy people. Galatians defended the freedom Christ won with a ferocity that still takes your breath away. Letter after letter after letter: doctrine, correction, warning, encouragement, pastoral care, theological argument, all of it pressing toward one purpose. Shaping the church from the ‘signs and wonders’ stage into a mature church for the ages to come.

	And now Jude closes the entire collection with this. A doxology. A declaration of who God actually is and what he is actually doing with every one of his people. He is not a God who watches hopefully while you try your best or steps in occasionally when things get desperate. He is the God who is able, that word carries enormous weight, actively, continuously, supernaturally able to keep each one of his own on their feet all the way to the finish line. 

	And the destination is breathtaking. To be presented faultless before the presence of his glory, in great joy. Not barely acceptable. Not conditionally admitted. Not sneaking in at the last moment hoping nobody notices. Faultless. The word means without blemish, without defect, without a single charge that can be brought against you, because every charge was already answered at the cross.

	The marvel is that the joy is his. The God who saved you, kept you, carried you through every stumble and every season of doubt, every moment you were certain you had gone too far or fallen too many times, that God is presenting you finally, completely and permanently whole. Twenty one letters. Thousands of instructions, warnings, corrections and encouragements, all of it pointing here. To this moment. To this God, our Saviour. To His glory.
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	SALVATION – are you there?

	 

	The Bible clearly defines what a true “Christian” is, one of those “born again believers.” Don’t let your mind fool you about your heart’s position before God, for God is not fooled. When you stand before Jesus at the Judgement Seat, don’t let Him say to you, “Depart from Me, I never knew you.” So, let’s define what the Bible says a “believer” is. If you don’t measure up, no problem, you can fix that now. I will attempt to explain this in clear, simple terms:

	This is the Creator’s world. It doesn’t matter what you believe, the truth is unalterable. For example: In a multiple vehicle accident, people from different positions could have different views as to whose fault it is - one car clearly smashing into others, but what they did not see is that it started when someone tried to change lanes and hit that car just enough for it to lose control and hit all the others. The one that caused it all just kept on going without stopping. There was only one truth to how the accident occurred, no matter what witnesses thought they saw. The same is true of there being a Creator God who created everything, it’s His world whether we like it or not. What you or others think of the Creator is meaningless, He is who He is.

	You, yes you, are a spirit being. The real you is living in a physical body, they call it your soul. If you lost all your arms and legs, the real you would still be there in your body (but not very happy!). Some old people say they feel like a young person trapped in an old body, which is true. The Creator tells us that this world is not the end for us, it is only preparation for eternity in the next dimension.

	It is the Creator’s heaven. God’s special place for His followers is called heaven and is holy and pure, meant for people who have never sinned… ever. That ruled out you and me, as even one lie in a lifetime makes us a liar, falling short of God’s standard of holiness. Imagine a beautiful house spotless and clean, white carpet and tiles, and then a plumber comes to the door in his muddy boots – no way is he getting into the house dressed like that! 

	Saved from the mess. Sin and crime must have punishment, and hell is reserved for all of us after death. But God wants you in heaven with Him, so the Creator became a man, Jesus, the one who did not sin, therefore,  was able to take on our sin and the punishment that leads to death. This salvation is given freely to anyone who accepts what Jesus has done and follows Him, after repenting of their sinful ways and joining those heading to heaven under Jesus, the Lord.

	It’s all about the heart! You will hear different views of how to “become” a Christian and most of them are kind of right. The bottom line is you deciding in your heart to accept what Jesus has done for you, follow Him, and show that in your life. The words and actions will be different from one person to another, as to how their heart is given over to God. “Believe,” “Repent,” “Confess your sin,“ “Turn from your wicked ways,” “Say the sinners prayer,” all these and more are involved, but it all comes down to a person’s heart, now given over to God and living this out in your life as proof of salvation, until the day you leave this world.

	It is a gift that cannot be earnt. The shortest salvation moment in the Bible was the guy on the cross next to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when you come into Your Kingdom.” That’s it. Done! His change of heart had taken place and Jesus could see it as “God knows the heart.” Turn your heart’s direction and follow Jesus, have that conversation with Him now if you haven’t before, or re-commit to following Jesus now.

	Born of God cannot be un-born. Examine yourself to ensure your faith has gone through to your heart and not just residing in your head. We are so good at fooling ourselves: church is a good place with lots of friends; the Bible has a great moral code to live by; sharing the Word gives you respect for the ego. Some so-called “Christians” go for years living the life of a “believer,” then abandon it. How come? It was NEVER in the heart in the first place, just the head. A true, heart-turned believer is born new of the Spirit, sealed by the Spirit and is God’s forever. God knows the heart. Have confidence in that and stay committed to the end.

	You have no choice but to follow Jesus. So, given the above, there is only one way ahead, and that is God’s way or no way! Following man-made religions, evolutionary excuses, aliens or secular ignorance all lead to the same result, no eternal life. Jesus is the only way out of the mess we are in, how could you not want this amazing future?

	Now What? – Three Steps Forward. So your heart has turned to Jesus, or perhaps it turned a long time ago, and this book has stirred the flame of faith again. Either way, do not stop here. A newborn baby does not stay a baby, it grows, feeds and becomes stronger every day. The same truth applies to growing your faith.

	1. Go back to the beginning. You have just walked through every letter in the New Testament: from Romans, where Paul lays out the most comprehensive explanation of the gospel ever written, to Jude's battle cry to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. The New Testament letters assume you know the story that came before them. If you have not yet read Genesis and John, or Luke and Acts, go back and read them. They are the foundation everything else is built on. The WEB Books Series begins there, and the full picture of what God has been doing from creation to the established church becomes clear when you read it from the start.

	2. Find a Bible-believing church. The Christian life was never designed to be lived alone. God places believers together in local churches for good reasons: to encourage one another, to be taught the Word, to pray together and to keep each other accountable and strong. Not every church that calls itself a church teaches the Bible faithfully, so look for one where Scripture is central, the gospel is clear and the people are genuinely trying to live out what they preach. It may take visiting a few before you find the right one but it will be worth the effort, so do not settle for anything less.

	3. Keep reading and keep growing. The Bible is not a book you finish, it is a book you continually live in. Every letter you have read in this volume has assumed a knowledge of the Old Testament running underneath it. The more of Scripture you read, the more everything connects and the deeper your understanding becomes. Make it a daily habit, even if it is only a few verses at a time. The God who inspired every word of this book still speaks through it today and He has a great deal more to show you. Recommended Bible versions are the New King James or the New International Version.

	 

	 

	"Give diligence to present yourself approved to God,

	 a workman who doesn't need to be ashamed, 

	correctly handling the Word of Truth." 

	2 Timothy 2:15 (WEB)
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	Where does the story of Jesus actually begin? Not where you might think.

	 

	Most people who pick up a Bible for the first time have no idea where to start. The Bible is a big book, it can feel overwhelming, and it is easy to put it down before you have given it a real chance. This book solves that problem by bringing the two most important books of the Bible together in one volume and walking you through them with a trusted guide alongside every step of the way.

	 

	WEB Series Book 1  -  available on AMAZON
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	Luke and Acts is where it all comes together, written by the same author as a historical official recording of the events. Luke was not a religious insider. He was a doctor — a non-Jew, an outsider, someone with no tribal reason to spin the story. When he wrote about Jesus he did what any good investigator does: he found the people who were there, asked them what happened, and wrote it down in order. What he produced is the longest, most detailed account of Jesus' life that exists. It is what you would call the Official version, given to the authorities for their reference.

	 

	WEB Series Book 2  -  available on AMAZON
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